
WEEKEND DETAILS

REGISTRATION FEE  The fee covers the two-day program, Friday dinner and Saturday 
breakfast. Lodging is extra. Signing up for the Saturday tour costs an additional $20 per 
person and includes a soup and sandwich buffet for lunch. Anyone not going on the tour 
can sign up for the soup and sandwich buffet for lunch as well, for an additional $10 per 
person.

$195  Designers, Non-designers, others ($210 after February 11th)
$100  Spouses/significant other or children over 12 years
$100  Students
$20    per person Tour with lunch
$10    per person Saturday lunch (no tour)

CHILDREN  Children 12 and over are welcome to register and attend the entire design 
retreat weekend. Children under 12 years old are invited to join us for meals (meal costs 
shown below). Please respect our request that you refrain from bringing children under 
12 years old into the auditorium during retreat lectures.

COSTS FOR ADDITIONAL MEALS
Friday dinner:		  $35 per person
Saturday breakfast:     	 $15 per person

LODGING  Rooms have been set aside at Fitgers Inn. Special rates will only be held 
through February 11th so make plans early. You must mention AIA Minnesota Lake Su-
perior Design Retreat when calling or you may be turned away.

Fitger’s Inn (888.FITGERS/348.4377)
$110 Cityside       	 $115 Lakeside          	 $135 Suites
Visit duluthbandb.com for B&B options. Or contact Deanna Christiansen or call 
1.800.4.DULUTH for other lodging suggestions.

CONTINUING EDUCATION  AIA Minnesota is a Registered Provider with the AIA  
Continuing Education System. We expect that up to 5.5 Learning Unit/Hours will be  
approved for this year’s Lake Superior Design Retreat.

LAKE SUPERIOR DESIGN RETREAT, 23RD ANNUAL
FEBRUARY 25-26, 2011
DULUTH, MN



Check-in							       NOON

Welcome and Introductions					     1:00 PM

Debra Frasier							       1:15 PM 

Chris Downey							       2:45 PM 

Sam Bousfield							       4:30 PM

Social Hour/Bonfire						      5:45 PM

Dinner								        7:00 PM

SCHEDULE

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25

Breakfast							       7:45 AM

Norbert Yankielun						      9:00 AM

Edith Ackermann						      10:30 AM

Optional Lunch and Tour or Free Time				    NOON

Jerry Messman							      3:45 PM

Refreshments							       5:00 PM

Panel Discussion						      5:30 PM

Wrap-up							       6:15 PM

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 26



SPEAKERS
FRIDAY 1:15p.m.

DEBRA FRASIER
www.debrafrasier.com

Frasier is the author and illustrator of nearly a dozen children’s books, many of which have 
received national awards, and all published from 1991 to 2010. Her books are often the  
catalyst for community events and these additional projects have ranged from narrating 
a symphony on the Florence Opera stage to marching as grand marshal in a Vocabulary 
Parade in Plano, Texas. Debra travels extensively talking to children and adults about  
creative process and considers her ability to keep 200 kindergarten and first grade students 
spellbound for 56 minutes her greatest acquired skill. Recently she lived on the grounds 
of the Minnesota State Fair for twelve days as designer and Mayor of the Alphabet Forest, 
an experiment in vocabulary acquisition for families. She is the 2010 recipient of the Loft  
McKnight Award for Children’s Literature.

PRESENTATION TITLE
Lost to Found, Nothing to Something

PRESENTATION DESCRIPTION
For many artists the Country of Lost is a quicksand land with porous borders and a map 
made of fog, a land of unseen geography between What is Done and What is Coming.  
Having regularly stumbled in and out of this kingdom, Debra Frasier, self taught creator 
of classic children’s books, carries a small chest of compass parts to cobble together for  
emergency navigation. For one brief hour she will raise the lid on this chest and give every 
part away. 



SPEAKERS
FRIDAY 2:45p.m.

CHRIS DOWNEY
www.arch4blind.com

Christopher Downey, AIA, is an architect, planner and consultant who lost his sight in 2008. 
His 20-year career has encompassed a broad range of award-winning projects from custom 
residences to Great Lakes Aquarium in Duluth, MN, and the MIT’s Rotch Architectural Library. 
Today, he is dedicated to creating more helpful and enriching environments for the blind and 
visually impaired. His approach is rooted in the idea that designing better environments 
for the visually impaired enhances the experience for all people. He is currently consulting 
with the SmithGroup in association with The Design Partnership on a Polytrauma and Blind 
Rehabilitation Center for the Veterans Administration Palo Alto Health Care System and is 
also a consultant to HOK on a new clinic for the Duke University Eye Center in Durham, NC.

PRESENTATION TITLE
Designing Across the Visual Divide

PRESENTATION DESCRIPTION
This presentation will explore issues ranging from functional concerns to questions of aes-
thetics and delight in architecture when you can’t see it. He will also address the non-visual 
mechanics of how he works as an architect without sight.Along the way, he will share stories 
and insights that bridge across the visual divide.



SPEAKERS
FRIDAY 4:30p.m.

SAM BOUSFIELD
www.samsonmotorworks.com

A fourth generation native of Nevada City, California, Sam Bousfield earned a Bachelor of 
Science with Honors in Architecture from California Polytechnic State University, San Luis 
Obispo, in 1979. Post-graduate studies included marketing and business management. Due 
to an interest in aviation, Sam became involved with a core group of Boeing engineers 
who utilized Sam’s conceptual ideas to advance aeronautical research. This relationship  
developed into several international scientific papers presented to the American Institute 
of Aeronautics and Astronautics, and with the Swedish government utilizing one of Sam’s  
designs to re-calibrate their wind tunnel through Mach 1. Sam is CEO of Samson Motorworks 
and inventor of the SwitchbladeTM. The Switchblade is a 3-wheeled car, part motorcycle, 
and part plane allowing you to fly out from a local airport, land at your destination, then drive 
to the front door! Sam has multiple patents issued or pending on the current design of the 
Switchblade, as well as many other inventions. The Switchblade graces the cover of the 
January 2011 issue of Popular Mechanics. 

PRESENTATION TITLE
Expanding an Architect’s Potential

PRESENTATION DESCRIPTION
An architect is likened to a trained problem solver. As such, there are many problems in the 
world that are worthy of a designer’s skill and attention. Most of these may fall within the 
traditional scope of an architect’s original training and expertise. Some may pertain more to 
an individual’s interests and overall goals. We will discuss the option of using your training 
to solve a variety of problems, using basic design skill sets in new ways to expand the role 
of architect/designer.



SPEAKERS
SATURDAY 9:00a.m.

NORBERT YANKIELUN
www.doctorwhy.com

Dr. Norbert E. Yankielun, P.E. is a former research engineer for the U.S. Army Corps of  
Engineers, Cold Regions Research and Engineering Laboratory (CRREL). He has  
participated in several Arctic and Antarctic expeditions, developed, fielded, and patented 
many geophysical instrumentation systems and authored numerous technical journal ar-
ticles. His recent book How to Build an Igloo evolved through more than 20 years of instruct-
ing snow shelter building workshops throughout New England. The book has been reviewed 
in the New York Times, Boston Globe, Outside Magazine, The Explorers Journal, and other 
nationally recognized publications. Bert currently consults for the engineering firm SAIC on a 
variety of Coast Guard research projects. He is a Licensed Professional Engineer in the state 
of Maine, a Fellow of the Explorers Club, a Senior Member of the Institute of Electrical and 
Electronics Engineers, an Amateur Radio operator (WA1O), and a wilderness emergency 
technician (WEMT).

PRESENTATION TITLE
Snow Shelters, Expeditions, and Research of Cold, Snowy Places

PRESENTATION DESCRIPTION
This presentation will share the details of snow shelters including snow as an insulating ma-
terial, shelter types for varying snow conditions, construction techniques, and tools for snow 
shelter construction. Experiences from Arctic and Antarctic expeditions will be presented as 
well as an overview on Bert’s research and his inventions while with the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Cold Regions Research and Engineering Laboratory (CRREL).



SPEAKERS
SATURDAY 10:30a.m.

EDITH ACKERMANN
www.parents.lego.com

Edith K. Ackermann is an Honorary Professor of Developmental Psychology, at the  
University of Aix-Marseille, France. Currently a Visiting Scientist at the Massachusetts  
Institute of Technology School of Architecture, Design Laboratory, she teaches graduate 
students, conducts research, and consults for companies, institutions, and organizations 
interested in the intersections between play, learning, teaching, and design—and their  
expression, mediation, and evolution in today’s “digitally-saturated” world. She was recently 
granted an Osher fellowship and an “outstanding educator” award, both at the Exploratorium 
Science Museum, San Francisco. She currently serves as a consultant for the LEGO Learn-
ing Institute. Previously, Ackermann was a Senior Research Scientist at MERL – a Mitsubishi 
Electric Research Laboratory, Cambridge, MA; an Associate Professor of Media Arts and 
Sciences at the MIT Media laboratory, Cambridge, MA; and a Scientific Collaborator at the 
Centre International d’Epistémologie Génétique, under the direction of Jean Piaget, Geneva.

PRESENTATION TITLE
Growing up digital: What’s to be learned from the “natives”?

PRESENTATION DESCRIPTION
Many new tools and mediations are at today’s children’s avail that we couldn’t dream of 
when we were growing up. At the same time, the millennium generation is also facing new  
challenges, which call for creative solutions. This presentation addresses six areas of change 
that inform how today’s kids play and learn, and, more generally: how they see themselves, 
relate to others, dwell in place, and treat things. Together, these areas offer a framework to 
rethink some of our own assumptions on what it means to be literate, knowledgeable, and 
creative, —and what it takes to become so—thus opening new venues for designers and 
educators to cater the native’s strengths while, at the same time, providing support for what 
they may be missing on, if left on their own.



SPEAKERS
SATURDAY 3:45p.m.

JERRY MESSMAN, AIA
www.abodshelters.com

Jerry Messman, AIA, is a Consulting Partner with BSB Design in Tampa, Florida. Since  
joining BSB Design, Jerry has been instrumental in the design of many award winning  
communities. He designed the “Home of the Future” for Newsweek’s 21st Century Special 
Edition, exploring what a typical suburban family home could be like in the year 2015. Jerry 
has also designed several showcase projects appearing at the NAHB shows, including cus-
tom baths and kitchens for Eljer, Jenn-Air and White Westinghouse, as well as his custom 
idea house for the Pella Window company. As Consulting Partner in the Tampa office, Jerry’s 
design leadership challenges the firm’s architects, designers and planners to produce in-
novative solutions for our clients. In addition, he is lead designer for BSB Design’s Abod 
project, with an interest in low-cost housing solutions for developing countries.

PRESENTATION TITLE
The Abod Project: A Philanthropic Endeavor to Eradicate Homelessness Throughout the 
World

PRESENTATION DESCRIPTION
This presentation will talk about the challenge that BSB Design gave itself to replace slum 
housing in South Africa through a process of designing a very low cost, safe, secure and  
attractive home. The process of taking the conceptual design for the Abod, and turning it 
into a real prototype will be discussed including the building process in a warehouse in 
 Minneapolis for the initial 3 Abod’s. The presentation will then talk about the efforts to find a 
manufacturer, to build five additional Abod’s for a medical treatment center in South Africa, 
and efforts to get support from the United Nations in order to see the Abod move forward. 
The final part of the presentation will be a discussion of the future opportunities for the Abod, 
the challenges that we still face, and some of the lessons BSB Design learned during this 
4-year process.



TOUR

Loll DESIGNS

Optional tour, Saturday afternoon
Additional cost, $20 per person, includes lunch

Loll DESIGNS is a modern outdoor furniture manufacturer offering durable, all-weather, out-
door garden furniture made with 100% recycled plastic. The company is award winning and 
has established extensive eco initiatives. Their recycled post-consumer material exceeds the 
LEED certification criteria for MR credits 4.1 and 4.2.   In addition to web site consumer sales 
and retail sales, Loll works with commercial designers and architects for furniture on projects 
in both public and private settings. Loll is a privately owned company and has 15 employees.



account number

expiration date

Check one:

Visa, MasterCard and American Express accepted, or make checks 
payable to AIA Minnesota.  Checks must accompany registration 
form.

Visa

MasterCard

American Express

Check

Lake Superior Design Retreat
AIA Minnesota
275 Market Street, Suite 54
Minneapolis, MN  55405
Fax (Credit Cards Only) 612.338.7981

Questions? 
Contact Deanna Christiansen 
at christiansen@aia-mn.org 
or 612.338.6763

name

firm

address

city

state and zip code

phone number

email

names of other registrants

Would you like to request vegetarian dinners for Friday          

        YES              NO       If yes, how many?

*This is for a spouse or for children who have not registered for the Retreat but would 
like to join us for meals.

Registration                                        
 
Students
Spouse/Significant Other/
Children over 12 

Optional Tour - includes 
Saturday lunch

Number of Additional Meals
for Friday Evening*

Number of Additional Meals
for Saturday Morning*

  $195 x                                = $   

    $100 x                                = $

    $20 x                                = $

Saturday Lunch - optional     $10 x                                = $

TOTAL                               $

    $35 x                                = $

    $15 x                                = $

register online at AIA-MN.org
or send this form in to:REGISTRATION
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