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MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA The American Institute of Architects (AIA) Minnesota Committee 
on Design has selected Maureen Ness Colburn, AIA (LHB), and Rebecca Krull Kraling, AIA 
(HGA Architects & Engineers) as recipients of 2011 Young Architects Award. 
 
The award is given to architects who are members of AIA Minnesota, have been licensed for 
less than 10 years, and have shown exceptional leadership in service to the profession, the 
community, design, planning, and education. A submission for the Young Architect Award 
includes letters of recommendation from AIA Minnesota member architects and the candidate's 
clients, as well as project summaries highlighting the architect's particular contributions, photos 
and drawings, and documentation of other achievements. This year's jury consisted of 2011 
Committee On Design Chair Nancy Blankfard, AIA, and committee members Christian Dean, 
AIA, Raymond Dehn, Assoc. AIA, Steven Dwyer, AIA, Nina Ebbinghausen, AIA, Meredith Hayes 
Gordon, Assoc. AIA, Nathan Knutson, AIA, Daniel Kodet, Assoc. AIA, Ed Kodet, Philip Koski, 
AIA, Jim Kuipers, Assoc. AIA, Jeffrey Mandyck, AIA, Heidi Neumueller, AIA, Jay Sandgren, and 
Michael Schellin, AIA. 
 
Maureen Ness Colburn  
Maureen Ness Colburn, AIA, is a graduate of Iowa State University and has worked as a Project 
Architect at LHB since 2004.  Her work ranges from the Cassat and Memorial Halls at Carlton 
College, Northfield, MN; the New San Marco Apartments in Duluth, MN; the AEOA Youth Foyer 
in Virginia, MN; the AFH MSP Homeless Locker Project at Simpson Housing in Minneapolis, 
MN; and the MNSLFF Learning Center in Hikkaduwa, Sri Lanka.  Maureen received the 1997 AIA 
and American Architectural Foundation Scholarship, the 1998 Iowa State Department of 
Architecture Technology Award, was 2004 Think Chair Competition Winner and received an 
AIA Minnesota Presidential Citation for work she completed with the Committee on the 
Environment in 2004.  Maureen is LEED Accredited and also has certification in Construction 
Document Technologies.  
 
Maureen was also a significant role in founding the Architecture for Humanity Minneapolis-
St.Paul Chapter.  She co-leads the Chapter to provide pro bono design solutions to humanitarian 
crises both locally and world-wide.  Maureen also volunteered her time on the Iowa State 
University Alumni Advisory Council and at the Minneapolis Regional Chamber of Commerce 
Leadership Twin Cities (LTC) program.  The jury commented, ÒMaureen has pushed an 



 

environmental agenda and taken a role of sustainability in every facet of her career.  Her 
leadership qualities are a significant strength in her career path.Ò 
 
Rebecca Krull Kraling  
Rebecca Krull Kraling, AIA, is a graduate of the University of Minnesota and has been a Project 
Architect at HGA Architects & Engineers since 1999.  Rebecca has a significant portfolio of work 
ranging from the Muscogee Nation Museum and Cultural Center in Okmulgee, OK; Macalster 
College, Janet Wallace Fine Arts Center Renovation & Expansion in St. Paul, MN; Cabrillo 
College, Visual and Performing Arts Complex in Aptos, CA which won a 2010 AIA Minnesota 
Honor Award, Carlton College Evans and Severance Residence Halls Renovation in Northfield, 
MN; Florida State University Concert Hall in Tallahassee, FL, Rochester Art Center Retail Gallery, 
Rochester, MN; Como Park Education Resource Center Fern Room, St. Paul, MN among many 
others.  
 
Rebecca also has an impressive list of awards and scholarships ranging from her 1998 First Place 
in the MN Pre-Cast Association Student Design Competition, 1999 Thesis Award Nominee, 
2000 Second Place St. Paul Prize for the Hamm Plaza Bus Shelter, the 2008 Leadership St. Paul 
and is currently part of the 2011 AIA Minnesota Leadership Forum.  Outside of her work at HGA, 
Rebecca is involved with the United States Institute of Theater Technology organization, has 
worked with the Lutheran Social Services Metro Homeless Youth Program, Art Works, and is an 
IDP mentor.  The jury commented, ÒRebecca has a unique ability to initiate and lead as a team 
member on projects she is a part of.  Her communication with her clients and ability to solve 
engineering and mechanical issues through design is exceptional.Ó 
 
Maureen Ness Colburn, AIA, and Rebecca Krull Kraling, AIA, will be recognized at the annual 
AIA Minnesota Awards Celebration on Friday, December 2, 2011 at the McNamara Alumni 
Center. AIA Minnesota Young Architects Award winners are encouraged to submit their work 
for the national award, as well. Since the AIA Young Architect AwardÕs inception in 1993, AIA 
Minnesota architects have dominated the winners at a national level. 
 
The fifteen AIA Minnesota architects who have received an AIA National Young Architect 
Awards include: Vicki L. Hooper, AIA, 1993; Joan M. Soranno, AIA, 1993; William A. Blanski, 
AIA, 1995; Michael Fischer, AIA, 1996; Robert Rothman, AIA, 1996; Jeffry Kagermeier, AIA, 
2001; Mohammed Lawal, AIA, 2002; Paul Neuhaus, AIA, 2003; Janis LaDouceur, AIA, 2004; 
and James Dayton, AIA, 2005, and Philip Koski, AIA, 2007, Michael Meehan, 2008, Matthew 
Kreillich, AIA, 2009, Michael Schellin, AIA, 2009 and Steven Dwyer, AIA, 2011. 

 

The American Institute of Architects Minnesota, founded in 1892, is dedicated to strengthening our communities, 
improving our built environment and providing exceptional design. For more information on the organization and 

Minnesota architectural firms, reference our web site at www.aia-mn.org and pick up a copy of Architecture Minnesota, 
the award-winning architectural magazine of the Midwest. 

 


