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Event Descriptions

A’17 MN  The Minnesota Conference on Architecture 

Each November our professional community gathers 
to learn, share, and be inspired. Our annual Conference 
brings together local and regional colleagues as well as 
experts from afar. This coming-together of a wide variety 
of perspectives and viewpoints is what I enjoy most 
about our Conference, because it allows me to push 
outside of the comfortable bubble I know that I live and 
work in to explore new ideas. We are fortunate to have 
incredible sponsors and exhibitors who allow us to bring 
in such quality speakers and a very lively exhibit hall.

Of course, it is also a great time to catch up with 
classmates, co-workers, mentors and mentees as we all 
engage during this time out of the office or classroom. 
The annual meeting on the first day of the Conference 
will bring an exciting plan for enacting the strategic 
direction we collectively defined last year. I hope that 
you will join us during that session and many others at 
the 2017 Minnesota Conference on Architecture.

Meredith Hayes Gordon, AIA 
AIA Minnesota President

Welcome!

CONFERENCE LOGISTICS

° November 14-17, 2017 (Tuesday—Friday)

° Continuing education all four days

° More than 65 events are scheduled during the four days of  
the Conference. See pages 8 - 32 for detailed descriptions  
of all events and speakers.

Exhibit Hall (open Tuesday–Thursday)
The Exhibit Hall is open and free to everyone. Bring colleagues, 
family, and friends for fun, food, and entertainment!  

Hall hours: (No exhibit hours on Friday)

Tuesday 4:00 p.m.– 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday 11:15 a.m.–2:30 p.m. & 3:45 p.m.– 6:00 p.m. 
Thursday 11:30 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

Member Rates 
Member rates for events apply to members of the following 
organizations: AIA, ACEC, AGC, APA, ASID, ASLA, AWI, BOMA, 
CHSA, CMAA, CSI, IALD, IFDA, IFMA, IIDA, IMI, MSPE, NOMA, 
PAM, SAH, SDA, SLUC, SMPS, ULI, USGBC

Hotel Lodging
A block of rooms with a special discounted rate has been  
reserved for our Conference attendees at The Hilton Minneapolis. 
This block of rooms will be released to the general public on 
October 23. Make your reservations now.

The Hilton Minneapolis 
1001 Marquette Avenue, Minneapolis, MN 55403

$145 single/double through October 23

1-888-933-5363 or 612-376-1000  Code AIA 
Register online: https://aws.passkey.com/go/AIA17

Online Registration
Simple, speedy, and secure! Online registration features include:

° Instant confirmation of all your chosen programs

° Convenient and secure payment with your credit card

° Immediate receipt for reimbursement

Register online today! 
www.aia-mn.org/registration/

https://aws.passkey.com/go/AIA17
http://www.aia-mn.org/registration
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About the Conference
EXHIBITS, ACTIVITIES & FUN

TO SEE
Make sure to check out this year’s special exhibits:

° Firm Award 
Enjoy the work of this year’s Firm Award recipient,  
Kodet Architectural Group, Ltd.

° 2016 Honor Awards 
View last year’s winning projects.

° Louis Lundgren Award Recipients 
See an exhibit of all who have been recognized for outstanding 
individual volunteerism.

° 2017 Ralph Rapson Traveling Study Fellowship Competition 
Explore the display of this year’s competitors. 

° 25 Year Award 
Look for the display of The Herman Miller Design Yard  
in Holland, Michigan, designed by MSR Design.

TO DO
Other ways to make the most of the Conference:

° Enjoy the party, beer crawl,  
and live music by the Walker 
West Music Academy in the 
Exhibit Hall on Tuesday.

° Check out our new pop-up 
bookstore from the University 
of Minnesota Press and shop 
from a great selection of 
architecture-related books.

° Buy a chance at a great chair or table with a raffle ticket  
from the Minnesota Architectural Foundation (MAF).

° Attend the member reception on Thursday and be there  
for the MAF raffle drawing.

° Thursday is Student Day — a great chance for current  
and future practicioners to connect and build community.

° Three tours and a sketching workshop have been scheduled 
this year.

° New Expo Education Programs are being offered so plan  
to stop by participating booths for 15-minute mini-programs.

AIA Minnesota is proud to host the  
North Central States Regional EP Summit 
again this year!

For the second year, EP leadership from North Dakota,  
South Dakota, Minnesota and Wisconsin will gather to 
strategize about ways to support our region’s emerging 
professional members and their professional growth.  
They will gather for a half-day summit on Wednesday  
and attend sessions from the EP Track on Thursday.

TH36. Case Studies of Business Strategy in Architecture 
TH37. Insights into ARE 5.0 
TH38. Shelter with Dignity 
TH42. Advocating for Your Career: Navigating Firm Culture 
TH47. Demystifying Engineering Jargon 
TH49. The Art of Positioning and Negotiating to Win 
TH50. Firms Giving Back 
TH53: Keynote Address: Jurors Show and Tell and  
 the Announcement of Honor Award Winners 
TH54. Member Reception followed by Draughting Club  
 Networking Event

PHOTO BY BENJAMIN  MORENO, HELIOS PHOTOGRAPHY

Conference Programs Committee
The eleven AIA Minnesota members who serve on our Conference 
Programs Committee are an amazing group of people. They meet 
weekly from March through August, organizing programming  
for one of the best architecture conferences in the country. 

Co-chair of the committee, Jonathan Strand, AIA, has said that 
the individuals on the committee bring “so much energy, inquiry, 
and humor” to the task at hand and work together with great 

“intelligence and dedication…mulling over ideas, listening  
to one another,” having rich conversations, and lots of laughter.

Catherine Britt, AIA, LEED AP BD+C,  
Cuningham Group Architecture 
Jim Butler, AIA, LEED AP, RSP Architects 
Neal Cross, AIA, RSP Architects 
John Dwyer, AIA, Dunwoody College of Technology  
and Dwyer Oglesbay Architects 
James Gaspar, Assoc. AIA, U+B architecture & design 
Daniel Green, AIA, Miller Dunwiddie Architecture 
Michael Kisch, AIA, LEED AP BD+C, UMN Capital Planning  
and Project Management  
Stephen Knowles, AIA, AECOM 
Jonathan Strand, AIA, LEED AP BD+C, Leo A Daly 
Sarah St. Louis, Assoc. AIA, Peterssen/Keller architecture 
Rachel Usher, AIA, LEED AP, RSP Architects

Emerging Professionals Summit
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About the Conference
SPECIAL PROGRAM FEATURES

Continuing Education
AIA Minnesota is offering Continuing Education 
credit for programs at the Conference. All credits 
listed are pending AIA approval. According to our 
review, Conference programs marked as HSW and 
the two programs marked for ethics will be accepted 

for Minnesota’s CE requirement for licensing — due June 30, 
2018. Take advantage of this economical and efficient way to 
get the credits you need for your AIA and State of Minnesota 
licensing CE requirements, as well as those to maintain your 
LEED accreditation. Verification forms will be available at the 
Conference Registration Desk. 

USGBC Minnesota
We are once again partnering with USGBC 
Minnesota to bring seven programs that, pending 
approval, will provide not only AIA LU hours, but 
also GBCI credit hours. 

W24. Energy Modeling for Early Phase Design Collaboration 
W26. TOUR: Being Green at the Ballfield: Target Field and 
Sustainability 
W27. Designing for Occupant Well-Being with B3 POEs 
W30. A Tale of Two Homes: Net Zero & Green Certified 
TH41. How to Achieve Sustainability Goals with Strategic 
Communication  
F59. The Next Generation of Campus Utilities Master Plans: 
Optimizing Energy, Environmental, and Fiscal Stewardship 
F64. Innovations in Photovoltaic Technology, Aesthetics,  
& Design

Ethics Credits
Minnesota licensing (due June 30, 2018) now requires at least 
two of the 24 professional development credit hours be for 
programs addressing professional ethics. 

T1. Ethics Past, Present and Future: Tales from the Grey Zone 
TH35. Jeopardy and Ethics

Mastering the Future Business of Architecture (MFBA)
MFBA was introduced in 2015 with six skills-
building seminars designed in response to  
the Architects in Commerce Research Initiative.  
The MFBA series addresses a variety of soft- 

skill topics under the umbrella of “the business of architecture.”  
The 2017 Conference will offer two MFBA seminars. 

W16. Defining and Aligning Values, Culture, Quality,  
and Profitability 
TH36. Case Studies of Business Strategy in Architecture

XL Programs
Three extra-long (XL) programs are scheduled this year.  
XL Programs are three hours long, allowing presenters  
and attendees to dig deeper into content. 

T2. Minnesota Residential Energy Code 
W16. Defining and Aligning Values, Culture, Quality, and Profitability 
TH36. Case Studies of Business Strategy in Architecture

Workshops
Programs marked as workshops are designed to have more 
audience interaction, small group discussions, or group activities. 

W14. Infection Control Risk Assessment in Healthcare 
W16. Defining and Aligning Values, Culture, Quality, and 
Profitability 
TH36. Case Studies of Business Strategy in Architecture 
TH49. The Art of Positioning and Negotiating to Win 
F55. Tabletalk/Networking Breakfast with Women In Architecture 
F61. A Built Environment for Diversity—Making Inclusion a Reality

Three Tours and a Sketching Workshop
The Conference will offer several tours this year. Attendance  
will be limited and an additional fee will be charged. Plan to  
register early. 

W26. Being Green at the Ballfield: Target Field and Sustainability 
TH52. Gillette Children’s Specialty Healthcare Tour 
F60. Urban Collections: Sketching Beyond Buildings  
to Capture Place 
F67. The Minnesota State Capitol

Program Tracks  
See pages 6-7 for a schedule highlighting the various tracks.

Residential 
T2. Minnesota Residential Energy Code 
W17. Measure Twice, Cut Once: Basic Wood Framing Tips 
W22. Friendly Front Yards: Creating Community 
W30. A Tale of Two Homes: Net Zero & Green Certified 
F64. Innovations in Photovoltaic Technology, Aesthetics & Design 

Healthcare/Wellness 
T7. Autism-Friendly Design for Optimal Well-Being 
W14. Infection Control Risk Assessment in Healthcare 
W20. Supporting Access to Health in Rural Areas 
W27. Designing for Occupant Well-Being with B3 POEs 
TH40. Using Light and Darkness in a Pediatric & Cardiovascular ICU 
TH52. TOUR: Gillette Children’s Specialty Healthcare 
TH57. Community Well-Being Scorecard

Historic Architecture — Restoration/Preservation 
T10. Masonry Restoration and Preservation 
W18. Navigating the Reuse of Post-War Modernism 
W31. Minnesota Modern Masters: Oral Histories in Architecture 
TH51. Placemaking/Placekeeping: Economics & Vernacular 
Preservation 
F56. The People’s House: A Collaborative Restoration 
F62. Minnesota State Capitol Interior Restoration 
F67. TOUR: Minnesota State Capitol

Diversity & Inclusion 
TH45. The Business of EDI: A Conversation About Diverse Paths  
to Equity 
TH49. The Art of Positioning and Negotiating to Win 
F55. Tabletalk/Networking Breakfast with Women In Architecture  
F61. A Built Environment for Diversity — Making Inclusion a Reality
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About the Conference
EVENTS SUMMARY

Type Start End Event No. Title

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14

8:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m. T1. Ethics Past, Present and Future: Tales from the Grey Zone 480 2.0 • •
XL PROGRAM 8:30 a.m. 11:45 a.m. T2. Minnesota Residential Energy Code 219 3.0 •

8:30 a.m. 10:00 a.m. T3. Design(ing) Experiences — Creating 3D Storytelling in the Built Environment 280 1.5

8:30 a.m. 10:00 a.m. T4. 21st Century Development: Minnesota Leadership Opportunities 280 1.5

8:30 a.m. 10:00 a.m. T5. Parapet Wall Design 280 1.5 •
10:15 a.m. 11:45 a.m. T6. 2+2: Achieving Outstanding Design 280 1.5

10:15 a.m. 11:45 a.m. T7. Autism-Friendly Design: Insights to Promote Optimal Well-Being 280 1.5 •
10:15 a.m. 11:45 a.m. T8. The Missing Blueprint: Emerging Communities 280 1.5

10:15 a.m. 11:45 a.m. T9. Don’t Rain on My Parade: Alternatives to Sprinkling a Building 280 1.5 •
10:15 a.m. 11:45 a.m. T10. What Architects Must Know about Masonry Restoration and Preservation 480 1.5 •
12:00 p.m. 2:30 p.m. T11. Member Congress and Lunch: Transforming for Stategic Impact 450

KEYNOTE 2:45 p.m. 4:00 p.m. T12. Keynote Address: Design for Culture—Expressing the Story in Built Form 600 1.25

EXHIBIT HALL 4:00 p.m. 6:00 p.m. T13. Exhibit Hall—Opening Night Celebration—FREE

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15

7:30 a.m. 8:30 a.m. Fellows (FAIA) Breakfast

WORKSHOP 8:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m. W14. Infection Control Risk Assessment in Healthcare 88 2.0 •

8:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m.
W15. Renderings Don’t Count: Pushing the Limits of Architecture Through 
Modern Materials and Systems

600 2.0 •

XL WORKSHOP 8:30 a.m. 11:30 a.m. W16. Defining and Aligning Values, Culture, Quality, and Profitability 48 2.75

 8:30 a.m. 10:00 a.m. W17. Measure Twice, Cut Once: Basic Wood Framing Tips 280 1.5 •

8:30 a.m. 10:00 a.m.
W18. Making the Most of Modernism: Navigating the Reuse  
of Post-War Modernism

280 1.5 •

8:30 a.m. 10:00 a.m.
W19. Weather Barriers, Continuous Insulation, and NFPA-285 from the 
Contractor’s Perspective

480 1.5 •

10:15 a.m. 11:30 a.m. W20. Supporting Access to Health in Rural Areas 280 1.25 •
10:15 a.m. 11:30 a.m. W21. Digital Documentation & Delivery for Complex Shapes 600 1.25

10:15 a.m. 11:30 a.m. W22. Friendly Front Yards: Creating Community One Front Yard at a Time 209 1.25

10:15 a.m. 11:30 a.m. W23. Towards a Neo-Deco Century 280 1.25

10:15 a.m. 11:30 a.m. W24. Energy Modeling for Early Phase Design Collaboration 480 1.25 • •
EXHIBIT HALL 11:15 a.m. 2:30 p.m. W25. Exhibit Hall—FREE

TOUR 2:00 p.m. 4:30 p.m. W26. Being Green at the Ballfield: Target Field and Sustainability 30 2.0 • •
2:30 p.m. 4:00 p.m. W27. Designing for Occupant Well-Being with B3 POEs 600 1.5 • •
2:30 p.m. 4:00 p.m. W28. Rural Design and Urban Design: Healing the Divide 209 1.5 •
2:30 p.m. 4:00 p.m. W29. Do-Do’s and Don’ts of Toilet Room Design 480 1.5 •
2:30 p.m. 4:00 p.m. W30. A Tale of Two Homes: Net Zero & Green Certified 280 1.5 • •
2:30 p.m. 4:00 p.m. W31. Minnesota Modern Masters: Oral Histories in Architecture 280 1.5

2:30 p.m. 4:00 p.m. W32. The Confluence of Architecture and Game Design 88 1.5

EXHIBIT HALL 3:45 p.m. 6:00 p.m. W33. Exhibit Hall—FREE

KEYNOTE 6:00 p.m. 7:30 p.m. W34. Keynote Address: Fear Less. Build More. 600 1.5

HSW
LUs

Capacity

GBCI
Eth

ics
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EVENTS SUMMARY
About the Conference

Type Start End Event No. Title

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16 (Student Day)

8:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m. TH35. Jeopardy and Ethics 600 2.0 • •
XL WORKSHOP 8:30 a.m. 11:45 a.m. TH36. Case Studies of Business Strategy in Architecture 48 3.0

8:30 a.m. 10:00 a.m TH37. Insights into the ARE 5.0 209

8:30 a.m. 10:00 a.m TH38. Shelter with Dignity 480 1.5 •
8:30 a.m. 10:00 a.m TH39. Dynamic Energy Optimization with Revit and Insight 360 280 1.5 •

8:30 a.m. 10:00 a.m
TH40. Using Light and Darkness to Improve Sleep and Avoid Circadian 
Disruption in a Pediatric and Cardiovascular ICU

280 1.5 •

10:15 a.m. 11:45 a.m. TH41. How to Achieve Sustainability Goals with Strategic Communication 480 1.5 • •
10:15 a.m. 11:45 a.m. TH42. Advocating for Your Career: Navigating Firm Culture 209 1.5

10:15 a.m. 11:45 a.m. TH43. Minnesota Architectural Education: Two Schools, One Aspiration 280 1.5

10:15 a.m. 11:45 a.m.
TH44. Achieving a High Performance Air Barrier System: Proper Design, 
Installation, and Field Quality Control

600 1.5 •

10:15 a.m. 11:45 a.m. TH45. The Business of EDI: A Conversation About Diverse Paths to Equity 280 1.5

EXHIBIT HALL 11:30 a.m. 2:00 p.m. TH46. Exhibit Hall—FREE

2:00 p.m. 3:30 p.m. TH47. Demystifying Engineering Jargon 280 1.5 •
2:00 p.m. 3:30 p.m. TH48. Building Envelope Details that Architects Need to Change 480 1.5 •

WORKSHOP 2:00 p.m. 3:30 p.m. TH49. The Art of Positioning and Negotiating to Win 209 1.5

2:00 p.m. 3:30 p.m. TH50. Firms Giving Back 280 1.5 •
2:00 p.m. 3:30 p.m. TH51. Placemaking/Placekeeping: Economics and Vernacular Preservation 88 1.5

TOUR 1:45 p.m. 3:30 p.m. TH52. Gillette Children’s Specialty Healthcare Tour 25 1.25 •
KEYNOTE 3:45 p.m. 5:15 p.m. TH53. Keynote Address: Jurors Show and Tell and Annoucement of Winners 600 1.25

5:15 p.m. 6:30 p.m. TH54. Member Reception

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17

WORKSHOP 8:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m. F55. Tabletalk/Networking Breakfast with Women In Architecture 110 1.5

8:30 a.m. 10:00 a.m.
F56. The People’s House: Restoration as Collaboration between Owner, 
Architect, General Contractor and Trade Partners

480 1.5

8:30 a.m. 10:00 a.m. F57. Community Well-Being Scorecard 280 1.5 •

8:30 a.m. 10:00 a.m.
F58. Revised and New AIA Contract Documents: Owner-Architect Agreements 
& Sustainable Design and Construction

280 1.5 •

8:30 a.m. 10:00 a.m.
F59. The Next Generation of Campus Utilities Master Plans: Optimizing Energy, 
Environmental and Fiscal Stewardship

209 1.5 • •

TOUR 9:30 a.m. 11:45 a.m. F60. Urban Collections: Sketching Beyond Buildings to Capture Place 30 1.5

WORKSHOP 10:15 a.m. 11:45 a.m. F61. A Built Environment for Diversity—Making Inclusion a Reality 110 1.5

10:15 a.m. 11:45 a.m. F62. Minnesota State Capitol Interior Restoration: The Details 480 1.5 •

10:15 a.m. 11:45 a.m.
F63. How to Talk about Lean: Increased Design Value, Not Lower Fees  
or Less Time

280 1.5

10:15 a.m. 11:45 a.m. F64. Innovations in Photovoltaic Technology, Aesthetics & Design 280 1.5 • •
10:15 a.m. 11:45 a.m. F65. The Power of District Thinking: Towerside Innovation District 209 1.5

KEYNOTE 12:00 p.m. 2:00 p.m. F66. Keynote Address: The Collaboration Imperative 410 1.25

TOUR 2:15 p.m. 4:00 p.m. F67. Minnesota State Capitol Tour 45 1.25 •

HSW
LUs

Capacity

GBCI
Eth

ics
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SCHEDULE & PROGRAM TRACKS

8:00 a.m.

9:00

10:00

11:00

12:00 p.m.

1:00

2:00

3:00

4:00

5:00

6:00

8:00 a.m.

9:00

10:00

11:00

12:00 p.m.

1:00

2:00

3:00

4:00

5:00

6:00

7:00

8:00

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15

T2.  
Minnesota  
Residential  
Energy Code

W15.  
Renderings Don’t 
Count: Pushing 
the Limits of 
Architecture

T9. Don’t Rain 
on My Parade: 
Alternatives  
to Sprinkling

W22. Friendly  
Front Yards

T10.  
Masonry 
Restoration & 
Preservation

W23. Towards 
a Neo-Deco 
Century

W24. Energy 
Modeling for ... 
Design Collab. 

T11.  
Member Congress  

& Lunch

T12.  
Keynote Address

T1.  
Ethics Past, 
Present and 
Future

W14.  
Infection Control 
Risk Assessment 
in Healthcare

W25.  
Exhibit Hall

W33.  
Exhibit Hall

T3.  
Design(ing) 
Experiences

W16.  
Defining & 
Aligning Values, 
Culture, Quality, 
and Profitability

W26.  
TOUR: Target 
Field and Sus-
tainability

T4.  
21st Century 
Development

W17. Measure 
Twice, Cut  
Once: Wood 
Framing Tips

W27. Designing 
for Occupant 
Well-Being

T5. Parapet  
Wall Design

W18. Making  
the Most of  
Modernism

W28. Rural  
Design and 
Urban Design

W19. Weather 
Barriers,  
Continuous 
Insulation

W29. Do-Do’s 
and Don’ts of 
Toilet Room 
Design

W30. A Tale of 
Two Homes

W31. Minnesota 
Modern Masters: 
Oral Histories

W32. The 
Confluence of 
Architecture & 
Game Design

T7.  
Autism- Friendly 
Design

W20. Access  
to Health in  
Rural Areas

T8.  
The Missing 
Blueprint

W21. Digital  
Documentation ... 
Complex Shapes

T6.  
2+2: Achieving 
Outstanding 
Design

(7:30am) 
Fellows 
Breakfast

W34.  
Keynote Address

T13.  
Exhibit Hall— 

Opening Night Celebration

About the Conference

Healthcare/Wellness

Residential

Historic Architecture— 
Restoration/Preservation

Emerging Professionals

Diversity & Inclusion

PROGRAM TRACKS KEY

See page 3 for a list of program tracks.
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8:00 a.m.

9:00

10:00

11:00

12:00 p.m.

1:00

2:00

3:00

4:00

5:00

6:00

7:00

8:00 a.m.

9:00

10:00

11:00

12:00 p.m.

1:00

2:00

3:00

4:00

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17

F55.  
Tabletalk/Net-
working Breakfast 
with Women In 
Architecture

TH42.  
Advocating for 
Your Career

TH47.  
Demystifying 
Engineering 
Jargon

Draughting Club 
Networking

TH43. MN 
Architectural 
Education

TH50. Firms 
Giving Back

TH44.  
Achieving a High  
Performance Air  
Barrier System

TH51.  
Placemaking/
Placekeeping

TH48. Building 
Envelope Details

F64. Innovations 
in Photovoltaic 
Technology

F62. MN State 
Capitol Interior 
Restoration

TH53.  
Keynote Address

TH54.  
Member Reception

TH35.  
Jeopardy  
& Ethics

F67. TOUR: 
Minnesota State 
Capitol

TH37.  
Insights into  
the ARE 5.0

T38. Shelter  
with Dignity

TH39. Dynamic 
Energy Optimi-
zation with Revit 
and Insight 360

F56. The 
People’s House: 
Restoration as 
Collaboration F60. TOUR: 

Urban Collec-
tions: Sketching 
Beyond Buildings 
to Capture Place

F58. Revised  
& New AIA  
Contract  
Documents

F59. The Next 
Generation of 
Campus Utilities 
Master Plans

TH40. Using 
Light and Dark-
ness to Improve 
Sleep ... in ICU

F57. Commu-
nity Well-Being 
Scorecard

F61. A Built 
Environment  
for Diversity

F63. How to Talk 
about Lean

F65. The Power 
of District  
Thinking:  
Towerside

F66.  
Keynote Address

TH46.  
Exhibit Hall

TH36. Case  
Studies of  
Business  
Strategy in  
Architecture

TH41. How to 
Achieve Sustain-
ability Goals w/
Communication

TH52. TOUR: 
Gillette Children’s 
Specialty  
Healthcare

TH49. The Art 
of Positioning 
and Negotiating 
to Win

About the Conference

TH45. The  
Business of EDI

SCHEDULE & PROGRAM TRACKS

Healthcare/Wellness

Residential

Historic Architecture— 
Restoration/Preservation

Emerging Professionals

Diversity & Inclusion

PROGRAM TRACKS KEY

See page 3 for a list of program tracks.
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TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14
Event Descriptions

8:00 a.m.–10:00 a.m.

T1. Capacity 480  
Ethics Past, Present and Future:  
Tales from the Grey Zone 
Co-sponsored by the Construction History Society of America 
(CHSA)

2.0 LUs   HSW   ETHICS   Experience Level: All

The very thinking or discussion of ethics can be uncomfortable, 
nestled in a grey zone of uncertainty and ambiguity, often without 
clear-cut answers. In this presentation, we will keep you in that 
grey zone, likely raising more questions than answers, but perhaps 
evolving your own perceptions into lighter shades of grey. Starting 
in the medieval period to the present, we will trace the evolution 
of ethical practice within the built environment — design and 
construction — bringing history to bear on present ethical thinking 
with a focus on ethics as a risk proposition, using a case study 
format. Finally, we will briefly look at what ethical thinking within 
our professions might become in the future.

Brian Bowen retired as president of Hanscomb, Inc. in 2000 
after serving 40 years with the company. Hanscomb originated  
as a quantity surveying/cost consulting firm, later expanding  
into project and construction management. Currently, Brian 
teaches courses on the construction industry at Georgia Tech 
School of Architecture. He has also developed a distance-learning 
program for the University of Minnesota titled “The Construction 
Industry through Time and Tomorrow.” In 2007, with assistance 
from Georgia Tech, he formed the Construction History Society  
of America. 

Seth Hausman is principal construction risk advisor and owner 
of Blue Heron Group, LLC. Blue Heron Group has a focus on 
minimizing risk through operational innovation, technology, and 
process improvement. Seth’s risk management career began in 
1990 with American International Group. From 1992 through 
2017, he held roles with increasing responsibility for Zurich 
Insurance Company. Also, focused on community involvement, 
Seth is the board president of the ACE Mentor Program of the 
Twin Cities.

A. Peter Hilger, AIA, is co-faculty director of the UMN 
Construction Management degree program, where he manages 
the development and delivery of curricula. An architect by training, 
a builder by passion, and a teacher at heart, Peter has served the 
Construction Management program since its inception in 1997.  
He received the CCE Distinguished Educator Award in 2009.

8:30 a.m.–11:45 a.m.

T2. Capacity 219, XL Program 
Minnesota Residential Energy Code 
Co-sponsored by the AIA Minnesota CE Committee

3.0 LUs  HSW   Experience Level: Intermediate

This program will provide an overview of the Energy Code 
requirements for the design and construction of residential 
buildings in compliance with Minnesota Administrative Rules, 
Chapter 1322. The presentation will address the items that make 
up the current Minnesota Residential Energy Code and changes 
to the 2018 version of the National Residential Energy Code. 
Provisions addressing the code requirements for the envelope, 
mechanical, service water heating, and lighting sections of the 
energy codes will also be discussed.

Don Sivigny, senior energy specialist, construction codes and 
licensing, Minnesota Department of Labor and Industry, is  
a licensed building official and licensed builder with the State  
of Minnesota. He is known nationally for his work in residential 
building codes, building durability issues, building science, air 
quality control, energy, and green building issues. He is also a 
recognized specialist on radon gas and radon mitigation. He is  
a published author of two books and co-author and contributing 
author on several others.

8:30 a.m.–10:00 a.m.

T3. Capacity 280  
Design(ing) Experiences—Creating 3D 
Storytelling in the Built Environment

1.5 LUs   Experience Level: All

Experiencing a space, not just walking through it, is design taken 
to the next level: storytelling and artful empathy that expresses 
itself in the mood of the space. In a world that is quickly trending 
away from owning things, replaced by a craving for experiences, 
design is evolving and connecting the visual story with a 
carefully-crafted expression that transcends original concepts 
of architecture. This program is inspired by the design approach, 
and will explore how to enhance projects through collaborative 
processes by designers that are working with a range of team 
experiences. 

Jim Montez, senior director, Cushman & Wakefield NorthMarq, 
has an ability to understand complex real estate issues, and 
addresses a wide range of client needs, including the investor, 
seller, landlord, and tenant concerns. Rounding out this  
value-adding combination is his multi-faceted experience  
with office, industrial, telecom, and multi-family product types. 
Jim successfully combines his abundant financial and business 
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knowledge with savvy interpersonal skills to establish himself  
as an expert with the details, a strong communicator, and  
team player. 

Heather Novak-Peterson, Assoc. AIA, associate and senior 
environmental designer, RSP Architects, is an award-winning 
designer and collaborative consultant working with many different 
teams in different project settings. Heather is a professional artist, 
designer, and author and illustrator of several published books. 
She has created environmental art, custom niches, and branding 
projects for corporations, restaurants, retail, and hospitality, both 
locally and internationally. 

Betsy Vohs, AIA, is the founder and CEO of Studio BV, a multi-
disciplinary design studio that focuses on leveraging design 
to drive change in culture, communities, and action. Before 
launching Studio BV, she spent several years at a global design 
firm, where she led projects that varied from commercial office 
buildings, to workplace design, to hospitality. Betsy’s background 
in interior design and architecture gives her a distinct perspective 
on how to approach design problems. 

Rachel Usher, AIA, LEED® AP, associate, RSP Architects,  
is an interior architect with a background in the visual arts.  
Her approach to architecture stems from a passion for the 
experience of the individual in the built environment. She 
collaborates with the experience and exhibit design practice 
of RSP’s DreamBox studio, as well as the more traditional 
architectural practice of the firm.

T4. Capacity 280  
21st Century Development:  
Minnesota Leadership Opportunities  
Co-sponsored by the Sustainable Regional Development  
Task Force

1.5 LUs   Experience Level: All

Throughout the region, cities and counties are constructing 
large-scale developments that strive to restore the environment, 
to reduce energy consumption, to increase economic opportunity 
and to support social equity. Developments like Rice Creek 
Commons, the Ford Plant Site and the Towerside Project are 
prime examples. What are they accomplishing, how is it being 
done, and why is it valuable? Continuing from last year’s session 
on this topic, this session will explore the important role of 
architects in designing inspiring, beautiful, and integrated 21st 
century projects. 

Richard Graves, AIA, is the director of the Center for Sustainable 
Building Research and an associate professor in the UMN College 
of Design. He has a long history of working on ecologically 
sustainable building and planning. From 2012 to 2014, he was 
the executive director of the International Living Future Institute, 

leading the operations and strategic efforts around all of  
the institute’s signature programs. Before joining the institute,  
he was the senior vice president for Community and Education 
with the U.S. Green Building Council.

Jeffrey Mandyck, AIA, LEED® AP, Cuningham Group 
Architecture, is the Higher Education Studio Leader + Design 
Principal. His emphasis on the environment, infrastructure and 
architecture, along with his adaptive reuse experience, gives him 
unique insight into the evolving needs of today’s educational 
facilities and campus designs. Jeffrey was named an AIA 
Minnesota Young Architect in 2012, is an adjunct assistant 
professor at the UMN College of Design, and serves as chair of 
AIA Minnesota’s Sustainable Regional Development Taskforce.

T5. Capacity 280  
Parapet Wall Design

1.5 LUs   HSW   Experience Level: All

Parapet walls are inherently common on nearly every commercial 
building design, but are increasingly complex due to the interface 
of the roof and wall air, thermal, moisture, and vapor barriers. 
Parapet designs become even more complicated when interfacing 
with a curtain wall system, particularly containing a spandrel 
condition. Parapets are subjected to extreme weather conditions, 
including wind forces that can result in total system failure if 
not properly executed. This presentation will review current 
parapet designs, discuss heat/air/moisture/thermal continuity, 
acknowledge constructability issues, and review curtain wall 
parapet designs with spandrel glass.  

Brian Erickson, PE, RRC, is vice president, Midwest operations 
for Pie Consulting and Engineering. Brian’s expertise includes 
building enclosure systems, roofing, waterproofing, air and 
moisture control, and building sciences. Brian served as a 
technical consultant to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
regarding building air tightness and test protocols. He presents 
nationally to the insurance, design, and construction industries 
and has been published in peer-reviewed academic journals  
and construction trade publications.  

Ryan Krug, PE, project manager, Pie Consulting and Engineering, 
provides building enclosure consulting, commissioning (BECx) 
and forensic engineering services for a variety of clients in both 
the private and government sectors. His primary responsibility 
includes design development assistance, technical plan and 
specification peer review, and quality assurance field observations 
related to exterior enclosure systems (air, water, thermal and 
vapor control layers). 

Event Descriptions
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10:15 a.m.–11:45 a.m.

T6. Capacity 280  

2+2: Achieving Outstanding Design 
Co-sponsored by the College of Fellows and the AIA Minnesota 
Committee on Design

1.5 LUs   Experience Level: All

This program will examine the impact that professionally 
experienced architects have made in achieving outstanding 
design, as well as the influence that young architects wield in 
raising the bar for our next generation. Work will be presented 
by two AIA College of Fellows members recognized for design, 
and two recipients of the AIA Minnesota Young Architects Award 
(2015 and 2017). The session will explore the importance of how 
design can shape our buildings and communities, the integration 
of sustainability in good design, how architecture connects with 
the public, and how good design will prevail.

David Dimond, FAIA, CID, LEED® AP, is design director for 
Perkins+Will Minneapolis. His work has garnered more than 
50 design awards and reaches across the United States, Asia, 
Canada, and South America. Through collaborative research, 
practice, teaching, and professional association, Dave advocates 
for the positive change architects make as a multi-generational 
community of cooperators. He received an AIA Minnesota Young 
Architect Award in 1997 and was elevated to FAIA in 2016.

James Garrett, Jr., AIA, NOMA, is a co-founder of 4RM+ULA 
(Form + Urban Landscape Articulation), a design firm focused on 
transit design, transit-oriented-development, cultural and urban 
infill redevelopment projects. As a visual artist and published 
writer, and trained as an architect, James expresses the urban 
condition through the lenses of art and design. His work employs 
diverse media to explore complex theoretical topics from a  
unique, ethno-experiential perspective. His creative work and  
art installations have been shown in New York and Minneapolis. 

Sarah Nettleton, FAIA, LEED® AP, is founder and principal  
of Sarah Nettleton Architects. Through award-winning designs, 
teaching, and publications, Sarah is shaping a new generation  
of green design. Her practice integrates technology with a deeper 
understanding of simplicity in architecture and connection to  
the land. Sarah has earned eleven design awards. Additionally, 
Sarah is author of The Simple Home: The Luxury of Enough.  

Angela Wolf Scott, AIA, is a principal of MacDonald & Mack 
Architects. She received the AIA Minnesota Young Architects 
Award in 2016. Angela is dedicated to preserving our architectural 
heritage and providing building owners with the knowledge 
necessary to be responsible stewards to their historic buildings. 
She shares her expertise with the next generation as a UMN 
adjunct instructor.  

T7. Capacity 280 
Autism-Friendly Design: Insights to Promote 
Optimal Well-Being  

1.5 LUs   HSW   Experience Level: All

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
approximately 1 in 68 American children have been diagnosed with 
some form of autism. Autistic children’s hypersensitivity to their 
surroundings can make navigating the built environment especially 
daunting. Insightful, responsive building design can be applied 
across a variety of building typologies and settings to improve the 
quality of life for children with autism. In this session, we will share 
research on the current state of autism-friendly design, as well as 
insights and lessons learned from the process of designing a new 
building for Spero Academy, a K-6 charter school, designed to 
meet the needs of children on the autism spectrum. 

Bethany Friedow, EDAC, researcher, HDR, owns a unique skillset 
in both design and research. She has been instrumental in the 
development of the research program at HDR. Over the past 
five years, she has helped to shape new initiatives, reform the 
design culture, and position HDR as a key player in the emerging 
field of built environment research. With her varied background 
and experience, she brings a new perspective to solving design 
problems with an evidence-based approach. 

Brian Giebink, AIA, LEED® AP BD+C, EDAC, has been a  
project architect with HDR for the past six years. During that  
time, Brian has been the architect on a number of behavioral 
health projects across the U.S. and Canada, including Spero 
Academy’s new school for students with special needs. Brian is 
committed to ensuring the best possible outcome for students 
through research-driven design, user input, and a collaborative 
design approach. 

Curtis (Chipp) Windham currently serves as the director/
principal/superintendent of Spero Academy Charter School, 
located in Minneapolis, MN. Chipp assumed the leadership of 
Spero Academy in November of 2014 and continues to work 
towards the expansion of grades, services, and impact in the 
special education community. In addition to the leadership of 
Spero Academy, Chipp serves as an adjunct instructor at Bethel 
University CAPS GS program. 

T8. Capacity 280 
The Missing Blueprint: Emerging Communities

1.5 LUs   Experience Level: All

Who and where are the emerging communities? 
Demographic shifts, economic climate shifts, climate change, 
interconnectedness of the global economy, and the rise of 
artificial intelligence force us to recognize that emerging 
communities are more important than ever. These five converging 
forces compel planners, developers, and policy makers to 
examine past and future practices of economic development, 
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urban planning, and community engagement in ways that inspire, 
include, and sustain emerging communities. This session will 
reveal trends and new practices that engage, empower, and create 
sustainable value within and for these communities. 

Lea Hargett is community engagement specialist and vice 
president for THOR Consulting. She is a former manufacturing 
CEO and executive manager with proven leadership in business 
development, consulting, board development, human resource 
management, strategic planning, fundraising, communication, 
operations and financial management, training and 
development. Her major strengths include strategic planning and 
implementation in the areas of organizational and client interface, 
growth strategy and implementation, and maintaining team 
integrity while achieving desired results. 

Damaris Hollingsworth, AIA, NOMA, LEED® AP, is an inclusive 
architectural thought leader and vice president for THOR Design 
Plus. As vice president, Damaris empowers high-performing 
teams to produce innovative and distinctive architectural designs 
that align with client needs, budgets and schedules. Damaris’ 
dynamic and engaging personality, combined with her global  
and multicultural background, enables her to connect with  
people from all walks of life and she is poised to expand the  
reach of inclusive architecture. 

D’Angelos Svenkeson, senior developer, vice president, THOR 
Development, is a real estate strategist and consummate deal 
junkie, creating sustainable value for clients, partners, and 
neighborhood allies. As vice president of development, D’Angelos 
leads a growing team in three focus areas: client corporate 
services; public-private partnerships; and urban housing and 
mixed-use development. In 2016, THOR Companies closed 
on 370,000 GSF of new construction projects, including the 
relocation of its headquarters to North Minneapolis.

T9. Capacity 280 
Don’t Rain on My Parade: Alternatives to 
Sprinkling a Building

1.5 LUs   HSW   Experience Level: All

Sprinkling is becoming the standard for all buildings; however, 
codes do not take into account facility-specific factors that can 
make sprinkling impractical, even impossible. How can a design 
meet the code when a building has no access to a viable water 
source? What if the product stored in a building cannot get 
wet? Or if sprinkling the building creates a larger hazard risk? 
Balancing the building owner’s needs and code requirements in  
a design can clearly come with complications. This presentation 
will offer alternatives to sprinkling a building and address a 
number of fire suppression alternatives for buildings or structures 
to comply with code. 

David Selinsky, AIA, principal/senior architect, VAA, LLC, 
manages the industrial architectural group and has numerous 
responsibilities, including strengthening client relationships, 
managing an array of complex projects, overseeing architectural 
standards, staff development, and quality control. Much of 
his day-to-day work focuses on life safety code analyses and 
compliance. As a member of AIA, ICC, NFPA and CSI, David  
is current with continuously changing industry standards  
and code requirements. 

T10. Capacity 480 
What Architects Must Know about Masonry 
Restoration and Preservation 
Co-sponsored by the Minnesota Concrete & Masonry  
Contractors Association (MC&MCA)

1.5 LUs   HSW   Experience Level: All

Architects are in a position to help save the heritage and quality 
of that which is already built, bringing value, sensible solutions, 
and cost savings to owners and communities. This program is 
presented by local industry leaders, using recently-completed 
case study projects. The program will focus on lessons learned 
and address why and how preserving, repurposing, and 
maintaining existing buildings strengthens the cultural fabric  
of our communities. 

Robert C. Mack, FAIA, FAPT, co-founded MacDonald & Mack 
Architects in 1976, after working at the National Park Service in 
Washington, DC. He has worked on more than 500 buildings 
on the National Register of Historic Places, including Split Rock 
Lighthouse, the Minneapolis Municipal Building (City Hall), and 
Going-to-the-Sun Road in Glacier National Park. In 2016, Robert 
received the AIA Minnesota Gold Medal, the state’s highest 
individual honor for architects. 

Tom Miller, estimator and project manager, Advanced Masonry 
Restoration, has been involved in restoration of many iconic 
buildings in Minnesota, including the State Capitol and Split  
Rock Lighthouse, winning numerous preservation awards. Tom  
is considered an industry expert, keeping abreast of new cleaning 
techniques, repair materials, and industry standards. Tom has 
been on the board of the Minnesota Concrete and Masonry 
Association for the past eight years, and was president in 2016.

Elena Peltsman, AIA, marketing director for the Minnesota 
Concrete & Masonry Contractors Association, is an award-
winning architect, project manager, planner and designer with 
over 25 years of diversified architectural experience. Most 
recently, Elena was a senior project manager for the Rose (South 
Quarter Phase IV) in Minneapolis, with the developer Aeon, 
leading the project team on transforming a historically blighted 
urban intersection into a safe, modern, and high-performance 
affordable housing development. 
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Dustin Sly is a project manager for American Masonry 
Restoration based in Fridley, MN. He has been involved in the 
industry since 2003 as a craft worker and project manager. 
Dustin has been involved in over 300 masonry restoration 
projects, many on the National Register of Historic Places, 
including the Union Depot and Schmidt Brewery, both in St. Paul, 
and worked on projects receiving preservation awards such as  
The Grainbelt Brewery, St. Agnes Church, and Phalen Bridge.

12:00 p.m.–2:30 p.m. 

T11. Capacity 450 
Member Congress and Lunch:  
Transforming for Strategic Impact 
Co-sponsored by Mortenson

Last year, AIA Minnesota leaders laid out a new Strategic 
Direction for the association – priorities and values driven by 
conversations with hundreds of members throughout the state 
and key partners in the profession. Throughout this year, the focus 
has been on how best to move these priorities and values forward. 
This session will share how the association’s programs and 
services will be reshaped and resources reallocated for stronger 
strategic impact. AIA president Carl Elefante, FAIA, of Quinn 
Evans Architects will share highlights of national-level initiatives 
to serve and represent the membership, and areas of alignment 
with our state efforts. AIA Minnesota president Meredith Hayes 
Gordon, AIA, of HGA Architects and Engineers, will share 
additional highlights of 2017 efforts. The business meeting will 
also include the election of officers for 2018 and recognition of 
exceptional work by members on behalf of the association. And 
president-elect Nathan Johnson, AIA, of 4RM+ULA, will present 
his thoughts on the year ahead for AIA Minnesota.

2:45 a.m.–4:00 p.m. 

T12. Capacity 600 

Keynote Address: Design for Culture —
Expressing the Story in Built Form 
Co-sponsored by Kraus-Anderson Construction Company

1.25 LUs   Experience Level: All

Throughout history, some of the most inspiring and important 
buildings have been cultural facilities. This program will explore 
the evolution of our cultural work associated with remembering, 
honoring and celebrating the history and culture of particular 
people, places and institutions. This work transcends the 
boundaries of distinct, building-focused projects to inform  
and embrace the creation of places where learning and sharing 

are a continuous and integral part of the visitor experience. We 
imbue the public spaces, landscapes, and buildings we design with 
meaning and discernable links to the communities they serve  
by melding historical, social, and physical contexts with powerful, 
forward-thinking design. Ultimately, the goal is to energize the 
public realm while engaging and inspiring those who inhabit  
these spaces.

Zena Howard, AIA, is a principal and 
shareholder with the global architecture 
and design firm Perkins+Will. Zena is 
the managing director of the North 
Carolina practice and is a founding 
member of the firm’s global diversity + 
inclusion council. Zena has led many 
significant and award-winning projects 
including The International Civil Rights 

Center & Museum, Greensboro, NC; Durham County Human 
Services Complex, Durham, NC; several Durham County public 
libraries; and the District of Columbia Anacostia and Tenley-
Friendship Libraries, Washington, D.C. Most notably, Zena is the 
senior project manager for the Smithsonian Institution’s new 
National Museum of African American History and Culture that 
recently opened on the Mall in Washington, D.C. As project leader, 
she is the point person executing the Smithsonian’s multiple 
decades of planning and investment in this landmark museum. 

Zena has over 20 years of experience as an architect and project 
leader with a career focused on private and public institutions, 
museum and cultural facilities, libraries, and higher education 
facilities. More specifically, her experience includes diverse 
buildings and clients with specialized and/or unique design 
goals such as environmentally sensitive artifact exhibit areas, 
historically and culturally significant buildings and locations, and 
sustainable design in pursuit of LEED certification and other high 
performance building goals. 

4:00 p.m.–6:00 p.m.

T13. FREE! 
Exhibit Hall
Join us for the Opening Night Celebration in the Exhibit Hall, 
featuring over 200 exhibitors showcasing their new products and 
services. Enjoy live music from Walker West Music Academy while 
you stroll the Craft Beer Crawl. Mingle with exhibitors. Shop in the 
pop-up bookstore.

10:15 a.m.–11:45 a.m.
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7:30 a.m.–8:30 a.m.

Fellows (FAIA) Breakfast
AIA Minnesota Fellows are invited to the annual AIA Minnesota 
College of Fellows Conference gathering. In addition to 
recognizing our new 2017 Fellows, you will have the opportunity  
to reconnect with other Minnesota Fellows. There will be an 
overview of national activities and other initiatives.

8:00 a.m.–10:00 a.m.

W14. Capacity 88, Workshop 
Infection Control Risk Assessment in Healthcare

2.0 LUs   HSW   Experience Level: All

Hospital-associated infections are a costly occurrence for  
health care facilities, and risk increases during construction, 
renovation, and maintenance. This program will explore not 
only why maintaining patient, staff, and public safety can be 
challenging during times of change in health care facilities, but 
also how infection can be successfully controlled. We will discuss 
why Infection Control Risk Assessment (ICRA) is essential, 
and what can happen when procedures and protocols are not 
followed. Attendees will have the opportunity to work in groups  
to analyze a construction project. Means and methods of 
protection will be presented, leading to a better understanding  
of facility requirements for smoother-running projects and higher 
levels of client satisfaction. 

Matt Campanario entered the NCSRCC Carpenters Apprentice 
program in 2002. After graduating, he became a foreman working 
on all types of commercial projects including assisted living and 
health care facility renovations. In 2012, Matt began instructing 
full time. He has been working with the ICRA Program and 
instructing all ICRA classes for five years.  

Christa Mardaus entered the NCSRCC Carpenters Apprentice 
Program in 2001, graduating from the program in 2005. Her field 
experience ranges from large commercial projects, to wood frame 
senior living projects, to working inside hospitals and clinics. 
Christa is now a full-time carpentry instructor for the NCSRCC 
training center and instructs ICRA courses at the Carpenters 
International Training Center.

W15. Capacity 600 
Renderings Don’t Count: Pushing  
the Limits of Architecture Through  
Modern Materials and Systems

2.0 LUs   HSW   Experience Level: All

This program is about realizing the vision for the most ambitious 
designs. Case studies will be presented to illustrate the ways 
these designs were achieved and the process and technologies 

used. Case studies include structures, facades, and in most cases, 
the holistic integration of both to find synergies, efficiency, and 
thermal performance. The solutions use conventional systems in 
unconventional ways, including advanced materials such as ultra-
high performance concrete, reinforced polymers, carbon fiber, and 
structural glass. The discussion will not just be about the solution 
to the problem, but why the solution was chosen. 

Christopher O’Hara, PE, SECB, is a founding principal of Studio 
NYL based in Boulder, CO. Although trained as an engineer, 
Chris’ passion is architecture. He founded Studio NYL to provide 
architects with the technical resources in structure, façade, and 
holistic design to help them realize their vision. Chris is an active 
member of AIA Colorado and has served on the CONSTRUCT 
Education Advisory Committee, as well as the Architectural 
Graphic Standards Editorial Advisory Board.

William P. Babbington, AIA, PE, LEED® AP BD+C, is a principal 
and design director with Studio NYL. As both an architect and an 
engineer, he has designed and realized award-winning structural 
and skin projects that use modern materials in unique ways.  
Will sits on the ASTM Committees for the Structural Use of Glass  
in Buildings as well as the E06 Performance of Buildings. He is  
an active member of the AIA, the Society of Facade Engineering, 
the Building Enclosure Technology and Environment Council,  
and the Building Enclosure Council.

8:30 a.m.–11:30 a.m.

W16. Capacity 48, XL Workshop 
Defining and Aligning Values, Culture,  
Quality, and Profitability 
Co-sponsored by the AIA Minnesota MFBA Committee

2.75 LUs   Experience Level: All

This three-hour interactive program will help participants elevate 
the success of their practices. In a mix of individual, small-
group, and whole group activities, participants will explore the 
issues critically important to achieving and sustaining successful 
practices.

Program content will adapt and improvise to meet the needs  
of the group. A broad range of topics for discussion include:

• What are the attributes of highly successful firms?

• What is leadership, and why is it critically important and difficult   
  to achieve?

• How can a firm evolve its culture to strengthen commitment  
  to and achievement of vision and goals?

• How can architects become more highly valued by their clients?

• What are the key factors in attracting and retaining great talent?

• How can a firm get past the myth that it must choose between   
  good work and good profitability?

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE >
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• What are the important financial indicators to monitor  
  and manage to elevate profitability?

• Why are architects their own worst enemies when it comes  
  to profitability?

Hugh Hochberg leads The Coxe Group and has personally 
consulted with over 1,200 design firms. Among his clients are 
more than a third of the winners of the AIA Firm Award. He  
has taught and lectured in North America, Asia, Australia, and 
Africa. He has also written for several publications, including 
Progressive Architecture, Architecture, and the AIA Handbook  
of Professional Practice. Hugh has been a contributing editor  
of DesignIntelligence and has been interviewed by National  
Public Radio (NPR) and Fast Company.

8:30 a.m.–10:00 a.m.

W17. Capacity 280 
Measure Twice, Cut Once:  
Basic Wood Framing Tips 
Co-Sponsored by the AIA Minnesota Residental Committee

1.5 LUs   HSW   Experience Level: All

Knowledge of wood framing design is an important key for a 
successful residential design practice. This program will help the 
residential designer learn some of the most overlooked standards 
and codes used for wood framing design. Attend this program  
and learn the pros and cons of dimensional and engineered 
lumber. Learn standards and codes for cantilevers, bearing walls, 
collar ties, rafters, valley beams, bird’s mouths, plumber’s boxes, 
and more. This program will also discuss the legal responsibility  
of the professionals involved in wood framing.

Karl Nichol, AIA, is a project architect with F.J. Rawding, A.I.A.  
in Morristown, New Jersey. He is licensed as both an architect 
and professional engineer. Karl joined F.J. Rawding in 1990.  
He supervised the construction of 88 dwellings throughout  
the state of New Jersey. Prior to joining F.J. Rawding, Karl  
was a construction manager. Karl presented this program  
at the 2017 national AIA Conference and received high reviews.

W18. Capacity 280 

Making the Most of Modernism:  
Navigating the Reuse of Post-War Modernism

1.5 LUs   HSW   Experience Level: Intermediate

This program will explore the rationale, challenges, and 
opportunities for rehabilitation and adaptive reuse of post-war 
buildings in the United States. It is estimated that by 2030, 70 
percent of the world’s population will live in urban areas. Post-

war buildings make up 55 percent of the U.S. building stock. By 
2030, 75 percent of construction activity will be in rehabilitation 
of existing buildings. This reuse boom will require understanding 
issues related to these buildings including: likeability, energy 
efficiency, experimental materials, code compliance, accessibility 
compliance, historic eligibility, and current regulations. This 
program will present strategies for adapting these buildings to 
new uses through the eyes of regulatory review, planning, design, 
and implementation. 

Michael Bjornberg, FAIA, director of design, PVN Works, has 
worked in preservation, restoration and adaptive reuse for over  
30 years. He has led restoration projects for many significant 
historic sites including: St Paul Union Depot, Minnesota State 
Capitol, American Swedish Institute, and Historic Fort Snelling. 
Michael is an advisor on the AIA Historic Resources Committee, 
an advisor on the Capitol Area Architectural & Planning Board,  
and a board member of the American Swedish Institute. 

Barbara Mitchell Howard is the managing partner and 
director of Heritage Preservation for Stonebridge Learning, an 
online continuing education resource for the heritage industry. 
Previously, Barbara worked for over 20 years in the heritage 
industry’s for-profit, nonprofit, and governmental sectors, 
including leading the State Historic Preservation Offices in 
Iowa and Minnesota. She serves on the Minneapolis Heritage 
Preservation Commission and meets the Secretary of the 
Interior’s professional qualification standards for architectural 
history, historic architecture, and history. 

John Smoley, PhD, community planning and economic 
development, City of Minneapolis, is an urban planner and 
historian who helps communities preserve their shared heritage 
and create sustainable development. From the west coast to the 
Midwest, John has authored, updated, and interpreted a variety 
of laws and policy documents designed to help identify and reuse 
significant properties in a reasonable manner.

W19. Capacity 480 
Weather Barriers, Continuous Insulation, and 
NFPA-285 from the Contractor’s Perspective

1.5 LUs   HSW   Experience Level: All

There is considerable discussion, debate, and confusion within the 
design and construction community regarding how to specify the 
most appropriate weather/air barrier, how continuous insulation 
is defined or if it is even needed, how to make it all NFPA-285 
compliant, and still adhere to project budgets. This panel of 
constructors will share their insight on how the architect and 
contractor can work together to design and construct high-
performance, code compliant exterior wall assemblies that are 
constructible, cost effective, will comply with codes, and will 
predictably perform over time. 

Mike P. McGrath serves as president for MG McGrath. With over 
20 years of hands-on experience Mike has a deft understanding 
of architectural metal, glass and glazing, building envelope 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE >
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design, and high-volume operations. With projects in motion 
from New York to Los Angeles, Mike works closely with architects, 
contractors, and clients, armed with the company’s belief that 
with great people, you will get amazing results.  

Jon Porter, PE, quality manager, Kraus-Anderson Construction 
Company, has over 20 years of experience in the design and 
construction industry. In his career, Jon’s efforts have focused on 
program management and project management. Currently, Jon 
serves as a resource to project teams in areas of project delivery, 
constructability, building technology, work flow and sequencing, 
and proper installation techniques.

Mike Spence, AIA, director of quality, Kraus-Anderson 
Construction Company, has over 40 years’ experience in the 
design and construction industry, spending his first 30 years  
on the design side as an architect responsible for the technical  
development and certification of large institutional projects. 
Currently, he is responsible for the development and implement-
ation of company-wide quality processes, with a focus on 
integrating building science into innovative methods of delivery.

10:15 a.m.–11:30 a.m.

W20. Capacity 280 
Supporting Access to Health in Rural Areas

1.25 LUs   HSW   Experience Level: All

This session reviews architectural research of rural medical 
facilities resilient in their communities. The design of health 
facilities must be malleable for the changes in health procedures 
and withstand the strong need to sustain healthcare in remote 
regions to benefit this unique population. Guidelines from 
academic research specific for rural healthcare and case studies 
will be presented as tangible design items for health facilities. 

Kirsten Staloch, Assoc. AIA, EDAC, LEED® Green Associate, 
is a medical planner and researcher at HGA Architects and 
Engineers. Kirsten works to design healthcare architectural spaces 
in her daily architectural practice. In 2015, she received a Master 
of Science in Architecture+Health from Clemson University. Her 
research focused on frontier rural healthcare facilities and the 
implications architecture can have to support better access to 
healthcare in remote communities. Her research was supported 
by the AIA AAH Arthur Tuttle Fellowship in 2014 and gave her 
advanced experience in research projects. 

W21. Capacity 600 

Digital Documentation & Delivery  
for Complex Shapes

1.25 LUs   Experience Level: Intermediate

It’s challenging for architects to know exactly what documentation 
to provide for projects with complex shapes. Documentation 
sets that produce the best results include detailed 2D and 3D 
drawings, models, specifications, and onsite tool recommendations. 
Using case studies, this program explains and illustrates the 
different types of digital documentation and the information 
that each provides, as well as looks at how the project delivery 
method informs the documentation provided. Additionally, the 
presentation will discuss when and why it makes sense to engage 
subject matter experts (SME) and how to select the best SME for 
the project. 

Ryan Rademacher, AIA, is the vice president of design for 
Radius Track Corporation. Radius Track designs, engineers and 
fabricates framing solutions for curved and complex surfaces. 
Ryan built an expert team of designers that employs leading 3D 
virtual modeling technology to bridge the gap from complexity 
to constructability for architects and contractors alike. Clients, 
collaborative partners and industry groups recognize Ryan  
as a subject matter expert on framing solutions for curved  
and complex surfaces. 

W22. Capacity 209 

Friendly Front Yards: Creating Community One 
Front Yard at a Time

1.25 LUs   Experience Level: All

In an era when the social fabric of our communities is fraying 
before our eyes, there has never been a more important time for 
us all to engage in the exact place where we live. Through the 
creation of the Friendly Front Yard platform, The Musicant Group 
is leading a grassroots effort to empower people of all walks of 
life to transform the most underused space in America through 
the practice of placemaking. In this session, you’ll learn from the 
creators and early participants about how you can deploy this 
powerful process to “create community one front yard at a time.”

Max Musicant is the founder and principal of The Musicant 
Group, an award-winning placemaking firm dedicated to 
transforming underutilized spaces into places where people feel 
alive. Under his leadership, the firm has pioneered a holistic 
approach to the creation of place that integrates design, events, 
and management systems all through the lens of the user 
experience. 

Jon Reynolds is a pilot participant of Friendly Front Yards. He  
is the founder of VENN Design and Media, a Saint Paul-based 
video storytelling and graphic design collective. He also dabbles  
in public art and has served on several local nonprofit boards. 

Katherine DeKrey is the project lead for the creation of Friendly 
Fronts during her tenure with The Musicant Group. She is always 
scheming placemaking projects: from designing, building, and 
programming the “Living Room Station” bus stop in Downtown 
Minneapolis; creating a free, community skate and bike plaza in 
her hometown of Bemidji; to crafting a friendly front yard for her 
own residence. 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15
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10:15 a.m.–11:30 a.m.

W23. Capacity 280 

Towards a Neo-Deco Century
1.25 LUs   Experience Level: All

Through case study projects of the firm 4RM+ULA — some built, 
some unrealized — this program will explore the intersection of 
art and architecture in contemporary practice. The concept of 
Neo-Deco Architecture will be introduced and presented as an 
effective conduit for sublime communication and expression. The 
program will look at art integration in two ways: art employed as 
process (engagement), and art deployed as outcome (expression). 
Attend this program and see how art has the power to break 
down socially-constructed barriers, and be used as a vehicle to 
empower users to express how they see themselves and their 
place/role in society.

James Garrett, Jr., AIA, NOMA, is a co-founder of 4RM+ULA 
(Form + Urban Landscape Articulation), a design firm focused on 
transit design, transit-oriented development, cultural and urban 
infill redevelopment projects. As a visual artist and published 
writer, and trained as an architect, James expresses the urban 
condition through the lenses of art and design. His work employs 
diverse media to explore complex theoretical topics from a 
unique, ethno-experiential perspective. His creative work and art 
installations have been shown in New York and Minneapolis. 

W24. Capacity 480  

Energy Modeling for Early Phase Design 
Collaboration 
Co-sponsored by USGBC Minnesota

1.25 LUs   HSW   GBCI   Experience Level: All

As energy modeling tools continue to evolve, we are finding ways 
to evolve the design process as well. Engaging engineering early 
in the process and getting real-time feedback on how envelope 
design, daylighting, and massing affect the HVAC and lighting 
design can help to get projects on track to meet goals like LEED 
certification, the 2030 Challenge, or is net zero. In addition, this 
workflow can also help reduce capital budgets and limit redesign 
costs later in the process. This program will explore workflow 
paths that deliver meaningful feedback to all collaborators. 

Sean Sonnabend, PE, AKF Group, LLC, is a mechanical engineer 
focused on energy modeling, averaging between 15 to 20 models 
per year. He works with owners and architects to optimize existing 
buildings and new construction. Sean has presented to architects 
and professional organizations on many energy modeling related 
topics, including modeling for LEED, energy code compliance, 
benchmarking, and early phase modeling. 

Chris Wingate, LEED® AP, associate/designer, MSR Design, 
is passionate about developing and applying a design-centric 
approach to sustainability that focuses on clarity of concept, 
design rigor, and inspiring visualization. He leads research and 

development of new design tools and processes at MSR and 
oversees a student research partnership with the University  
of Minnesota. 

11:15 a.m.–2:30 p.m.W25.

W25. FREE! 
Exhibit Hall
The Exhibit Hall is where you find that new product for your next 
project. Walk around and get up to speed on all the new products 
and services. Take 15 minutes for an Expo Education Program 
with participating exhibitors to earn credit. Shop in the pop-up 
bookstore. Have lunch in the Café Lounge.

2:00 p.m.–4:30 p.m.

W26. Capacity 30, Tour 

Being Green at the Ballfield: Target Field  
and Sustainability 
Co-sponsored by USGBC Minnesota

2.0 LUs   HSW   GBCI   Experience Level: All

This event includes a walking 
tour and a classroom session 
highlighting sustainability 
features around the Twins’ 
LEED-certified ballpark. 
Recognized by numerous 
awards for its beautiful design, 
its sustainability practices, 
and the quality of its fan 
experience, Target Field is an interesting and engaging site in 
which to study LEED certification and sustainability efforts. Target 
Field received LEED Silver certification in New Construction when 
it opened in 2010, becoming the highest-ranked ballpark to date 
in LEED credits earned. After a year of operation, study, planning, 
and assessment, Target Field applied for and received LEED-EB: 
O&M Silver certification, making it the only major league ballpark 
to have two LEED certifications.

Kristin Anderson, tour guide, is a professor of art at Augsburg 
College, where she teaches art history and architectural history. 
One of her most popular courses is about the architectural and 
urban history of the Twin Cities, and it is taught entirely through 
walking tours at various historic sites. A specialist in sport venues, 
she is writing a book on the history of sports facilities in the  
Twin Cities.

° An additional fee is required. Shuttle bus transportation  
is provided. 
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2:30 p.m.–4:00 p.m.

W27. Capacity 600 
Designing for Occupant Well-Being with B3 POEs 
Co-sponsored by USGBC Minnesota

1.5 LUs   HSW   GBCI   Experience Level: All

Post-occupancy evaluations (POEs) measure occupants’ 
satisfaction with the indoor environmental quality (IEQ) of 
their physical environments. To ensure occupant comfort and 
enhance the well-being of building occupants, projects following 
the Minnesota B3 (Buildings, Benchmarks & Beyond) guidelines 
are required to complete a POE. Analysis of POE results inform 
building owners, designers, and facility managers how satisfied 
occupants are with the IEQ and serve as a diagnostic tool if 
problems exist. Ideal for design teams and owners looking for 
strategies to improve occupant satisfaction, this session will use 
evidence-based design and case studies to show the linkage 
between design, sustainability, wellness, occupant satisfaction, 
and performance. 

Becky Alexander, AIA, architect and researcher, LHB, combines 
sustainable building research with architectural design in her 
work. She is the primary researcher on the Regional Indicators 
Initiative, a large-scale effort to measure sustainability indicators 
for the Twin Cities region. Becky also manages the online B3 
Case Studies Database, which tracks performance metrics 
and sustainable strategies used for State-funded buildings in 
Minnesota that are required to meet aggressive energy standards. 

Caren S. Martin, PhD, CID, is an associate professor emerita of 
the UMN College of Design. Her scholarship primarily addresses 
evidence-based design (EBD) and the relationship between 
research and practice. Martin focused on the use of EBD in A&D 
firms and in the design of classrooms for children with autism. 
Her sustainable Post-Occupancy Evaluation surveys for B3 
buildings (2015-present) have focused on indoor environmental 
quality and identifying the linkage between design, sustainability, 
health, and work performance. 

Chris Wingate, LEED® AP, associate/designer, MSR Design, 
is passionate about developing and applying a design-centric 
approach to sustainability that focuses on clarity of concept, 
design rigor, and inspiring visualization. He leads research and 
development of new design tools and processes at MSR and 
oversees a student research partnership with the University  
of Minnesota.

W28. Capacity 209 

Rural Design and Urban Design:  
Healing the Divide

1.5 LUs   HSW   Experience Level: Intermediate

Urbanization and rapid change in America and around the 
world has created a significant divide between urban and rural 
people. This session will discuss how architects have the greatest 

opportunity to link urban and rural issues through design 
thinking to find and implement sustainable ways that buildings 
and limited rural and urban land uses and water resources can 
be better shaped and utilized in the future. This program will 
explore how using evidence-based community design can lead 
to finding ways to reduce poverty, enhance cultural diversity, and 
celebrate the arts to empower citizens to be creative and become 
entrepreneurs.

Duane (Dewey) Thorbeck, FAIA, FAAR, is founder of Thorbeck 
Architects, Ltd. and is a UMN adjunct professor of architecture 
and a senior research fellow in the Minnesota Design Center. In 
1997, Dewey founded the UMN Center for Rural Design to bring 
the problem-solving process of design to rural issues. Dewey 
is the author of three books, the most recent to be published in 
2019, Agricultural Landscapes: Seeing Rural Through Design.

W29. Capacity 480 
Do-Do’s and Don’ts of Toilet Room Design

1.5 LUs   HSW   Experience Level: All

A lot of toilet room design seminars deal mostly with accessibility 
and clearances. But there are many other considerations beyond 
code that create a successful toilet room design. Proper layout, 
choice of materials and attention to detail create durability and 
user comfort. This program will take a close look at a room with a 
lot of messy issues and will address layout, materials, accessories, 
and plumbing fixtures.

Jim Butler, AIA, LEED® AP, associate and senior project 
architect, RSP Architects, performs quality and code reviews for 
the firm. He is the project architect for Maurice’s headquarters 
in downtown Duluth. Prior to RSP, Jim was employed at HGA 
Architects and Engineers for 27 years, where he also did quality 
reviews and was the project architect for over 175 projects, 
receiving several AIA Minnesota Honor Awards.

Christine Peterson, AIA, is an architect with Alliiance in 
Minneapolis where she works in both the workplace and 
academic studios. Christine has developed a history of successful 
project delivery through a dedication to quality communication, 
technical excellence and respect for client schedule and budget 
constraints. Christine is also a co-chair of the AIA Minnesota 
Women in Architecture Committee.

W30. Capacity 280 
A Tale of Two Homes: Net Zero & Green Certified 
Co-sponsored by USGBC Minnesota

1.5 LUs   HSW   GBCI   Experience Level: All

This program will explore the similarities and differences 
between two homes recently completed in the Twin Cities area. 
Both are achieving net zero energy and green certification 
without compromising beauty or the comfort and health of the 
homeowners. One home is new, with a modern aesthetic, and the 
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other is a remodel of a 1907 Victorian. Attend this program  
and hear about the challenges, rewards, and lessons learned  
as sustainable design is applied to each.

Kerry Hage, Hage Homes, is a custom home builder focusing  
on beautiful, sustainable remodels and new homes. Hage Homes 
has been building custom homes in the Twin Cities metro area 
for 34 years. Kerry’s father started the company the year Kerry 
was born. In 2014, Kerry took over full ownership of the company. 
Kerry is the general contractor used for the new home being 
featured in this program.

Mark Hanson is one of the homeowners. Mark is passionate about 
energy efficiency, environmental health, and electric vehicles.

Stewart Herman is one of the homeowners. He is a retired 
professor from Concordia College, Moorhead, and currently a 
Visiting Fellow at Augsburg College, Minneapolis. Stewart is a co-
author of Energy Futures (Cambridge: Ballinger, 1976); and The 
Health Costs of Air Pollution (American Lung Association, 1977).

Sean Morrissey, Morrissey Builds, is a forerunner in green 
building in the Twin Cities area. Sean is actively involved in LEED 
and is a Minnesota GreenStar trained professional. He has served 
one term as president of Minnesota GreenStar. Sean is the general 
contractor for the remodeled home featured in this program.

Marc Sloot, AIA, SALA Architects, is a GreenStar Professional 
and the lead architect on both projects featured in this program. 
Marc has been involved with promoting residential green building 
in Minnesota and the upper Midwest since 2006. He helped start 
Minnesota GreenStar and continues to emphasize the value  
of high performance and green certification for his clients.

W31. Capacity 280 
Minnesota’s Modern Masters:  
Oral Histories in Architecture 
Co-sponsored by the Minnesota Chapter of the Society  
of Architectural Historians

1.5 LUs   Experience Level: All

This program will showcase Phase II of Minnesota’s Modern 
Masters: Oral Histories in Architecture. Oral histories are an 
important tool for preserving design stories from the recent past. 
Phase II was produced by the Minnesota Chapter of the Society 
of Architectural Historians (MNSAH), and partially funded by 
a Minnesota Legacy Grant. It consists of video interviews with 
leading modern-era Minnesota architects including Julie Snow, 
Thomas Meyer, Jeffrey Scherer, Garth Rockcastle, Dale Mulfinger, 
John Cuningham, Duane Thorbeck, Susan Blumentals, Janis 
Blumentals, Thomas Fisher, Bob Mack, and Stu MacDonald. This 
session will show how accessible, well-edited oral histories can 
benefit future generations.

Jane King Hession, an architectural historian and curator 
specializing in modernism, is a founding partner of Modern House 
Productions, and a former president of the Frank Lloyd Wright 
Building Conservancy. She is the author of The Frank Lloyd 
Wright House in Ebsworth Park, and co-author of John H. Howe, 
Architect: From Taliesin Apprentice to Master of Organic Design, 
Frank Lloyd Wright in New York: The Plaza Years, 1954-1959,  
and Ralph Rapson: Sixty Years of Modern Design. 

Frank Edgerton Martin, MSLA, is a writer and landscape 
historian who has written extensively on suburban history, 
landscape architecture, and historic preservation. He is a 
contributor to the “Streetscapes” column of the StarTribune  
and is a regular writer for Architecture MN. 

Gary Reetz, FAIA, vice president, HGA, is chair of MNSAH 
Modern Masters. Throughout his 44-year career, he has been 
instrumental in transforming HGA into a national design leader 
for cultural and arts-related architecture. His work includes 
museums, performing arts centers, studio-arts spaces, concert 
halls and theatres for colleges, universities and civic communities.  

W32. Capacity 88 

The Confluence of Architecture and Game Design
1.5 LUs   Experience Level: All

What do massive multi-player online games have in common  
with pilgrimage obelisks in Rome or retail interiors? How can  
the programming behind augmented reality games like Pokémon 
GO enhance urban design proposals or a kitchen renovation? 
Can tabletop games teach project management and contract 
negotiation? In this fast-paced cavalcade of mind candy, 
two professors of game design will present an overview of 
complementary trends, theories, and tools. Whether in virtual 
reality or post-occupancy reality, the emotional impact, ergonomic 
comfort, and socio-cultural benefit of places and experiences is 
equally critical. Attend this program and connect theories with 
case studies in both disciplines. 

Kimberly Long Loken, AIA, LEED® AP, IDEC, is an assistant 
professor at the University of Wisconsin-Stout. She teaches 
graduate and undergraduate students at the intersection of 
architecture, interiors, film, and games. Kim’s 15 years of industry 
experience spans civic, commercial, and residential projects. Her 
approach to each is further informed by a storytelling mindset 
cultivated in scenic design work for film and theater.

Andrew Williams, PhD, is an associate professor at the University 
of Wisconsin-Stout. He teaches and conducts research on 
subjects at the intersection of the history of art, design, interactive 
media and film. Williams is the author of the video game history 
textbook, History of Digital Games: Developments in Art, Design 
and Interaction. He also served as a design consultant for the 
Minnesota History Center’s augmented reality educational games 
that accompany the “Minnesota’s Greatest Generation” exhibit.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15
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3:45 p.m.–6:00 p.m.

W33. FREE! 
Exhibit Hall
Enjoy hors d’oeuvres as you visit with exhibitors. Take advantage 
of one of the 15-minute Expo Education Programs for credit.  
We have over 30 new exhibitors on display this year, along  
with the many regular vendors you should know. Stop by and 
introduce yourself!

6:00 p.m.–7:30 p.m.

W34. Capacity 600 
Keynote Address: Fear Less. Build More.

1.5 LUs   Experience Level: All

A farmers’ market designed and built by teenagers in a small 
rural town. Ten-year-old girls rocking a welder. Mom-daughter 
duos building furniture for the local women’s shelter. Middle 
school students imagining, then constructing, their own school 
library. Emily Pilloton believes that design is about bravery and 
voice. Through compelling stories and lessons, she will lay out 
a call to action for creative professionals to rethink their social 
contributions and professional relationships.

Emily Pilloton is a designer, builder, 
educator, and founder of the nonprofit 
design agency Project H Design and its 
sister program, Girls Garage. Using 
architecture and design as a vehicle for 
social justice, she works alongside youth 
ages 9-18 to bring to life public 
architecture projects that transform 
lives and communities. Her work seeks 

to change the authorship of our built environment and give power 
to the underestimated and marginalized, specifically young girls 
and communities of color. Emily holds a Bachelor of Arts in 
Architecture from the University of California Berkeley, and a 
Master of Fine Arts in Designed Objects from the School of the 
Art Institute of Chicago. She is currently a Lecturer in the College 
of Environmental Design at the University of California Berkeley, 
and is the author of two books, Design Revolution: 100 Products 
that Empower People, and Tell Them I Built This: Transforming 
Schools, Communities, and Lives With Design-Based Education. 
Her work is documented in the full-length film If You Build It.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16 (Student Day)

8:00 a.m.–10:00 a.m.

TH35. Capacity 600, Ethics 

Jeopardy and Ethics 
Co-sponsored by the National Council of Architectural 
Registration Boards

2.0 LUs   HSW   ETHICS   Experience Level: All

Complex rules and regulations surround every aspect of the 
architectural profession, particularly in the area of ethics. Are you 
in jeopardy of violating the standards you’re obliged to follow? 
Did you know the Minnesota AELSLAGID Board now requires two 
hours of ethics credits by June 30, 2018 to renew your license? 

This lively and engaging session will use a case-study approach 
to explore legal and ethical issues in the practice of architecture. 
You’ll gain a deeper understanding of the ethical standards that 
are your legal obligations as a licensed professional, and learn 
how to avoid the risk of losing your right to practice through 
unethical actions. Resources covered in this session will include 
the NCARB Rules of Conduct, the AIA Code of Ethics, and 
more. Find out how you can best integrate professional ethical 
standards into your daily practice and avoid a game-ending move. 

Martin Smith, AIA, NCARB, LEED® Green Associate, is assistant 
director, Experience + Education, NCARB. Martin has 10 years of 
architectural design and construction management experience. 
He has worked for architectural firms in New York City and New 
Canaan, CT. His projects varied from single and multi-family 
residential projects to commercial and university buildings, with  
an expertise in adaptive re-use and historic preservation projects. 

Tom Nelson, partner, Stinson Leonard Street LLP, has worked 
for several decades with the design and construction professional 
communities. He was recently named among The Best Lawyers 
in America® in five practice areas, including construction and real 
estate litigation. He recently served as president of the Hennepin 
County Bar Association, and currently serves as treasurer of the 
Minnesota State Bar Association, and will become president of 
the Association in a few years. 

Dave Norback, AIA, has been president of RSP Architects for 
over 20 years, supervising the opening of offices across the United  
States and around the world. He serves as the firm’s corporate 
studio leader and is active on a day-to-day basis with several of  
the firm’s national clients. Dave represents the firm through civic  
involvements including the Minneapolis Downtown Council, the  
UMN College of Design, and the Minneapolis Riverfront Partnership.

Linda McCracken-Hunt, FAIA, is a principal of JLG Architects, 
and is head of their Minneapolis office. She has practiced 
architecture for 40 years, graduating from the UMN School 
of Architecture in 1977. Her earlier career included 13 years on 
staff at the University of Minnesota as a senior project manager, 
director, and university architect. She also led Studio Five 
Architects for 18 years in Minneapolis prior to merging her firm 
with JLG Architects one year ago.
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16  (Student Day)

8:30 a.m.–11:45 a.m.

TH36. Capacity 48, XL Workshop 
Case Studies of Business Strategy  
in Architecture 
Co-sponsored by the AIA Minnesota MFBA Committee

3.0 LUs   Experience Level: Intermediate

Attend this MFBA program to engage a series of case problems 
around business strategy in the architectural practice. 
Participants will work in small groups to discuss a case problem 
and develop a strategic response to how they would handle it in 
their own practice. Small group responses will then be shared via 
a facilitated discussion with all participants. Targeted to architects 
who are just beginning to move into leadership positions, the 
desired outcome of this program is to help participants build a 
more strategic and business-oriented approach to client centered 
issues that arise in their firms.

Timothy J. Dufault, FAIA, LEED® AP, president and CEO of 
Cuningham Group Architecture, Inc., is responsible for the overall 
operation of the firm and is dedicated to the goal of helping 
professionals collaborate to create the best possible community 
environments. Tim helps lead the 49-year-old firm towards its 
strategic goals while promoting an approach to the business and 
practice of architecture, interior design, and planning that seeks 
to “Uplift the Human Experience.” In 2017, he was elevated to the 
AIA College of Fellows for his exceptional work and outstanding 
contributions to architecture.

Peter G. Smith, FAIA, is president and CEO, of BWBR. Since 
Pete became the firm’s seventh president in 2012, BWBR has set 
internal records for revenues and seen staff growth of more than 
40 percent. Under his leadership, the firm launched new efforts in 
research and knowledge management and dramatically evolved 
its workplace into a laboratory for workplace collaboration, 
knowledge dissemination, and flexible workstyles. Because of 
his leadership and contributions to the business of design, Pete 
recently was elevated to the AIA College of Fellows. 

8:30 a.m.–10:00 a.m.

TH37. Capacity 209 
Insights into the ARE 5.0 
Co-sponsored by the AIA Minnesota Architects Licensing 
Advisory Committee, Experience Level: All

The Architect Registration Examination (ARE) is currently in 
transition from the 4.0 version of the exam to the 5.0 version of 
the exam, with both being offered concurrently through June 30, 
2018. This program will be a moderated panel discussion about 
the nuances of the new 5.0 version. Come hear from those who 
have taken one or more of the 5.0 exams and learn about how the 
ARE 5.0 differs from ARE 4.0.

Brice Aarrestad, AIA, is a designer in DLR Group’s Minneapolis 
office. His diverse background working in Africa, Haiti, and the 
United States gives him a unique community-centered approach 
to developing design solutions. While much of Brice’s work at 
DLR Group has been on complex education projects, he is also 
leading the development of DLR Group’s pro bono program. Brice 
completed the ARE by taking three tests in ARE 4.0 and two tests 
in ARE 5.0. He became licensed in July 2017.

Jessica Horstkotte, Assoc. AIA, is a senior design coordinator 
in HGA’s arts, community and education practice group. She has 
passed all her ARE exams and is hoping to complete her final 
AXP hours in the next few months. Jessica took three exams in 
the 4.0 format and two in the 5.0 format. Additionally, Jessica is 
a founder and co-chair of HGA Community Action, serves on the 
board of AIA Minneapolis, and is a UMN adjunct instructor.

Margaret (Meg) Parsons, AIA, REFP, LEED® AP BD+C, principal, 
Cuningham Group, specializes in educational projects, with a focus 
on innovative learning environments. Meg has been active on the 
AIA Minnesota’s Architect Licensing Advisory Committee, is the 
licensing advisor for her firm, and a Governor-appointed, architect 
member of the AELSLAGID board. 

Cecil Webb, NOMA, is a designer at Cuningham Group 
Architecture. Cecil has taken three 4.0 exams and one in the 
5.0 format with one more 5.0 exam remaining. Cecil worked 
in architecture firms in Chicago and St. Paul before starting at 
Cuningham in 2016, where he works on education projects. Cecil 
is the student liaison for the Twin Cities chapter of the National 
Organization of Minority Architects and is working to increase 
awareness of architecture as a viable profession among students 
of color.

TH38. Capacity 480 
Shelter with Dignity

1.5 LUs   HSW   Experience Level: All

Part I: Designing for the Disadvantaged is Beneficial  
to All of Society

Architects for Society (AFS) is a nonprofit architecture firm with 
a mission to enhance the built environment of disadvantaged 
communities through innovative architecture and design. Made 
up of 12 design professionals and academics from nine different 
countries and headquartered in Minneapolis, AFS focuses on 
informal settlements, refugee settlements, and low-income 
housing. The Hex House is an example of their work. This housing 
design was conceived as a low-cost, sustainable, rapidly-
deployable, long stay and dignified house which is shipped in 
pieces and assembled by the end users. 

Amro Sallam, AIA, has over 20 years of experience with a wide 
range of architecture project types including some very large 
projects with world-class architecture firms like Herzog DeMeuron, 
Switzerland, and SOM, Chicago. In addition to his full-time 
practice of architecture, he is keen on serving local communities, 
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21A’17 MN  The Minnesota Conference on Architecture

Event Descriptions

undertaking informal settlement research in developing countries, 
which led to founding AFS with a group of his colleagues. 

Part II: Progressive Housing in Times of Design as Activism

The articulated relation of activism with design has redefined 
the scope of architecture and other practices, utilizing design to 
solve social, cultural, economical, and environmental issues. This 
program explores the challenges encountered while attempting 
to resolve the need for shelter for underserved communities, 
focusing specifically on the devastating impact of Hurricane Odile 
in Los Cabos, BCS, Mexico in 2014. The resulting prototype home, 
using natural materials, facilitates a creative and alternative way 
to address the unreachable annual demand of 700,000 homes  
in a country where half of its population lives in poverty.  

Isaac Garcia, MRI, ARQ, is a founding partner of Garcia Kangalov 
Architecture, in Los Cabos, BCS, Mexico. The firm explores 
design across a multidisciplinary practice and has a philanthropic 
commitment. Recent work includes the Los Cabos Youth Center, 
which will house over five nonprofit organizations, and aid over 
1,500 underserved children and youth. In 2014, Isaac led the Cabo 
Hurricane Fund as executive director, responsible for giving life  
to Casa-O, a house prototype designed for families in need.

TH39. Capacity 280 
Dynamic Energy Optimization with Revit®  
and Insight 360

1.5 LUs   HSW   Experience Level: Intermediate

Conducting energy modeling is critical to achieving high 
performance design goals. The AIA 2030 Commitment Progress 
Report states, “Energy modeling is a must to meet energy targets.” 
With most design teams utilizing Autodesk® Revit® today, there  
is an often-underutilized opportunity to run energy simulations  
in conjunction with Autodesk® Insight 360 at multiple phases  
of a project. This presentation aims to demonstrate the simplicity 
and power of this workflow integrated within a firm’s standard 
practice. Additionally, this program will highlight how the cloud-
based analysis can be shared with other designers and report  
to the AIA 2030 DDx. Attend this program and add value  
to your projects through reduced energy consumption  
and operating costs. 

Daniel John Stine, CSI, CDT, is an author, educator, BIM 
manager, and Wisconsin registered architect with 24 years of 
experience. Working fulltime at LHB, Daniel provides training 
and support for all disciplines of Autodesk® Revit®, AutoCAD® 
Civil 3D®, and AutoCAD. He currently teaches BIM to graduate 
architecture students at North Dakota State University. 
Additionally, Daniel has written 11 textbooks used throughout  
the academic community in the United States.

TH40. Capacity 280 
Using Light and Darkness to Improve Sleep  
and Avoid Circadian Disruption in a Pediatric 
and Cardiovascular ICU 
 1.5 LUs   HSW   Experience Level: All

Abrupt changes in the pattern of light exposure, such as those 
found in an intensive care unit, can result in disturbed sleep, 
delirium, and circadian de-synchrony. This disruption can have 
a profound effect on patient recovery. This program will show 
what has been done to manage the 24-hour exposure to light and 
darkness. Using tunable white light, complete darkness, color-
changing light, and an intuitive graphic user interface, a light/
dark environment can be created, intended to help patients get to 
sleep, remain asleep, and sleep at the optimal time of day. Attend 
this program and hear how stakeholder comments helped inform 
design, and the final results using video, still photos, and post-
occupancy comments.

Jason Albrecht, MHA, CCLS, UMN Masonic Children’s Hospital 
(UMMCH), has over 20 years of experience working with children 
and families in critical care environments. Jason currently 
serves as manager of patient/family interactive services. He is 
a champion of human-centered design, and he leads UMMCH’s 
efforts to leverage point of care technologies that engage, 
empower and activate patients and their families in their care.

Sameer Gupta is a pediatric critical care physician at UMN 
Masonic Children’s Hospital (UMMCH). He completed medical 
school at the University of Maryland School of Medicine and 
then his pediatric residency and pediatric critical care fellowship 
at Rainbow Babies and Children’s Hospital in Cleveland, 
Ohio. Sameer currently serves as the executive inpatient medical 
director at UMMCH.

Patricia Rizzo is senior lighting applications developer at Philips 
Lighting Research NA. Her focus the last 17 years has been to 
bridge lighting research and design practice. She currently works 
collaboratively with a team of lighting applications designers, 
scientists, and optical engineers to develop new lighting system 
concepts and propositions that embody the core principles of 
lighting for health and well-being, to help extend human-centric 
lighting to both indoor and outdoor spaces. 

Michael David White, EDAC, LC, IES, LEED® AP, senior lighting 
designer, Schuler Shook, is an architectural lighting designer 
with extensive experience on a wide variety of projects. He has 
a diverse background that includes business development for a 
deregulated electric utility, marketing for a major building controls 
manufacturer, and performance lighting for theater, dance, and 
opera. His current focus is translational research using evidence 
from sleep medicine, chronobiology and neuroscience to inform 
the design of architectural lighting.
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10:15 a.m.–11:45 a.m.

TH41. Capacity 480 
How to Achieve Sustainability Goals  
with Strategic Communication 
Co-sponsored by USGBC Minnesota 
 1.5 LUs   HSW   GBCI   Experience Level: All

How does a project team ensure that the project’s sustainability 
requirements succeed? From bid to closeout, the sustainability 
goals need to be at the forefront of the decision-making 
process. With all the moving pieces of a project, it takes clear 
communication of the requirements in the project documents. 
With so many people involved, identification of the stakeholders  
is necessary to preserve the sustainability pieces while main-
taining project schedule and budget. Learn how to strategically 
evaluate and set up the project team communication and 
documentation flow for sustainability goals to succeed from 
design through occupancy. 

Amanda Nonnemacher, LEED® AP BD+C, president of 
verdeculture, has worked in the commercial construction industry 
for 22 years, with a focus on sustainability for over a decade. 
As president of the consulting firm verdeculture, she combines 
her passion for communication with her hands-on sustainable 
construction experience. Previously, she was the sustainability 
director for a large general contractor, with a key role in over  
25 LEED and B3 projects.

TH42. Capacity 209 
Advocating for Your Career:  
Navigating Firm Culture 
Co-sponsored by the AIA Minnesota Emerging Professionals 
Committee

1.5 LUs   Experience Level: All

Culture is the “how” of any architecture firm, and for every 
firm there is a different style. Some styles are trending, others 
innovative, but all aim to increase productivity. In our thriving 
economy, employee retention is key. What work environments are 
attracting and retaining employees of every generation? How does 
a firm retain culture through transitions or expansion? Hear about 
four very different flavors of firm culture and how it affects their 
firm’s process. Share your opinions on firm culture by completing 
this survey.

Matthew Byers, AIA, LEED® AP BD + C, principal, PLAAD, 
LLC, has a broad range of experience in residential, corporate, 
and commercial design. Earning a MArch degree from Yale 
University’s School of Architecture and a BA in Physics from 
Colorado College, Matt brings a unique perspective and 
interdisciplinary approach to the practice of design. Prior to 
helping establish PLAAD, LLC, Matt worked at Architectural 
Alliance, 20 Below Studio, and James Dayton Design. 

Molly Ellis, Assoc. AIA, is a designer at Wendel. She participates 
in the Emerging Professionals Committee by curating relevant 
issues for discussion among new apprentices to the architectural 
profession. Molly will be moderating this discussion.

Michael A. Fischer, AIA, LEED® AP, is the Minneapolis office 
leader for LHB, Inc., a 260-person architecture, engineering 
and planning firm. He currently chairs LHB’s integrative design 
team “Studio-based Culture” sub-committee. Michael serves as 
co-chair of the AIA Council of Firms, and as a member of the AIA 
Minnesota board and AIA Minneapolis board. He has served as a 
city council member in two different cities, including his current 
role on the Edina City Council.

Damaris Hollingsworth, AIA, NOMA, LEED® AP, is vice 
president for THOR Design Plus based in Minneapolis. She 
previously served as a project and client leader at DLR Group,  
a project manager and project designer for DJR Architects and 
RSP Architects in both Minneapolis and Phoenix. She has a 
degree in Architectural and Urban Design from the University of 
Sao Paulo and moved to the U.S. in 2006 from Brazil. Damaris 
holds numerous professional accreditations and has been an 
active member of AIA Minnesota. 

Michael Meehan, AIA, cultivates workplace culture at BWBR, 
where he manages hiring efforts, project management processes, 
and professional development. Mike’s work centers on the firm’s 
mission that includes fostering the development of its staff.  
He aligns assignments with individual career goals, working with 
project managers to find opportunities for staff development 
and performance enhancement. He also partners with the 
administrative team to leverage employee evaluations, technology, 
and knowledge dissemination to provide a supportive work culture. 

TH43. Capacity 280 
Minnesota Architectural Education: Two Schools, 
One Aspiration

1.5 LUs   Experience Level: All

Dunwoody College is small, long-established, private technical 
institution in the Twin Cities with an impeccable reputation for 
preparing students to enter technical fields. It started its bachelor 
of architecture degree program four years ago and will graduate 
its first class in the Spring of 2018. Currently in candidacy with 
NAAB, it will be only the second accredited architecture program 
in the state. The University of Minnesota is a massive, research-
oriented, public university that graduates students of almost  
every variety. Its architecture program is over one hundred years 
old. What could these two architecture schools possibly have  
in common? It turns out, quite a lot. This session will focus on  
the common aspirations, visions, and goals between Dunwoody 
and UMN’s School of Architecture. 

John Dwyer, AIA, is the founding program manager of 
Architecture at Dunwoody College of Technology, a new school 
with a focus on strengthening the profession. He is also the 
principal of Dwyer Oglesbay Architects, a site-driven architecture 
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studio. Previously, John served as a 2012 Architecture for 
Humanity Design Fellow, was the recipient of the 2008 AIAS 
National Emerging Practice Award, and the 2013 AIA National 
Young Architect Award.

Marc Swackhamer, Assoc. AIA, is a professor and head of the 
UMN School of Architecture. His design firm, HouMinn Practice, 
a partnership with Blair Satterfield from the University of British 
Columbia, challenges in-place techniques of construction and 
material production. With Blaine Brownell, Marc co-authored the 
book Hypernatural: Architecture’s New Relationship with Nature 
in 2015. The interdisciplinary design collaborative, Minn-Lab, of 
which he is a founding member, won the 2017 City of Minneapolis 
Creative City Challenge with its project Orbacles.

TH44. Capacity 600 
Achieving a High Performance Air Barrier 
System: Proper Design, Installation, and  
Field Quality Control 
Co-sponsored by the Air Barrier Association of America

 1.5 LUs   HSW   Experience Level: Intermediate

Air Barriers are an extremely important component of a high-
performance building enclosure system. For the most part, 
these systems are non-maintainable components, and repairs 
can typically only be made with the removal of the exterior 
cladding system. To ensure a performing system, proper design, 
detailing, and ultimately the proper installation of these systems 
is extremely important. You have one chance to get it right. Attend 
this program to learn about important design considerations, 
how to properly detail critical interfaces, key items to include in 
your specifications, and the proper installation techniques, quality 
control and testing parameters for a variety of air barrier systems 
in use today. 

Ryan Dalgleish is the vice-president of Building Professionals, 
Inc. He has been involved in the building envelope and building 
performance areas of construction in both the commercial and 
residential sectors for close to two decades. Much of Ryan’s time 
is spent on technology transfer, organizational excellence, and 
education. He is also involved in research and the development 
of training curriculum. He has published a number of papers 
for design and construction magazines and is on the National 
Building Envelope Council Board of Directors.

TH45. Capacity 280 
The Business of EDI: A Conversation About 
Diverse Paths to Equity

1.5 LUs   Experience Level: All

Equity, diversity, and inclusion have become top priorities 
as businesses dig deep into what makes their teams not just 
succeed, but excel. But the EDI story of every business is unique, 
and the building industry is no exception. In this session, we will 
engage in a rich conversation with the diversity officers of two of 
our local business leaders: Ryan Companies and Stinson-Leonard 
Street. This program will be a moderated discussion to understand 
the incredibly diverse paths businesses take down the road to 
equity, and what individual firms can learn as they pursue their  
own unique journeys.

Ann Jenrette-Thomas is the chief diversity and inclusion  
officer for the law firm of Stinson-Leonard Street. She works  
with the firm’s leadership, board of directors, and diversity 
committee to identify strategies to achieve the firm’s goals 
for hiring and promoting attorneys and staff who are women, 
multicultural, LGBT, and who have disabilities. Ann has spent her 
career helping individuals and organizations overcome obstacles 
to success. She specializes in diversity coaching and in coaching 
teams on workplace inclusion.

Erryn Williams, director of human resources, Ryan Companies, 
has 15 years of experience in strategic talent acquisition. Her 
efforts at Ryan focus on helping to diversify their employee base 
while continuing to build and cultivate an inclusive workplace. 
Erryn is responsible for the development of a company plan 
for the acquisition of diverse talent, human rights compliance, 
training in inclusion and unconscious bias, coaching of Ryan 
leadership, and the development of underrepresented members  
of Ryan’s many teams. 

Mary-Margaret Zindren, CAE, is the executive vice president  
of AIA Minnesota. She received her B.A. in Public Administration 
from Miami University in Oxford, OH, and her Masters Degree  
in Public Affairs with a focus in Public and Nonprofit Leadership 
from the UMN Humphrey School. In addition to her career-long 
focus on association management, advocacy and governance, 
Mary-Margaret has led diversity and inclusion efforts at 
the League of Minnesota Cities, the Hennepin County Bar 
Association, and now at AIA Minnesota.

11:30 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

TH46. FREE! 
Exhibit Hall 
Have lunch in the Café Lounge and then make your way  
around the Exhibit Hall. This is your last chance to see  
new products and connect with vendors. Be sure to shop  
in the pop-up bookstore.
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2:00 p.m.–3:30 p.m.

TH47. Capacity 280 
Demystifying Engineering Jargon

1.5 LUs   HSW   Experience Level: Beginner

As self-proclaimed engineer whisperers, the presenters of this 
program will talk about mechanical and electrical engineering 
systems design and will define the acronyms and jargon that is 
so freely thrown around during design meetings. They will break 
down the topics into easy-to-understand terms and describe the 
tools they use, such as setlogs or A3s, to help all stakeholders 
understand the challenges, opportunities and implications of 
engineering decisions. Discussing engineering systems does not 
have to be scary or complicated, and the engineer whisperers will 
show you how it can be accessible and fun.

Jeff Harris, PE, LEED® AP, is the national director of mechanical 
engineering at HGA Architects and Engineers. Jeff leads the 
design and construction of mechanical systems for hospitals, 
clinics and other healthcare specialties, focusing on client service 
and satisfaction. Jeff has led mechanical teams on the design of 
award-winning, large, complex projects throughout his 30-year 
career. Jeff regularly gives public and educational talks relating 
to healthcare engineering throughout the United States and has 
contributed to numerous publications.

Krista McDonald Biason, PE, specializes in healthcare electrical 
design at HGA Architects and Engineers with more than 25 years’ 
experience. Krista is a member of ASHE (American Society for 
Healthcare Engineering) and currently represents ASHE on the 
National Fire Protection Association Committee responsible for 
developing and regularly updating the National Electrical Code 
articles pertaining to emergency power systems. Regarded as a 
technical expert, Krista is an frequent presenter and author for 
national and regional conferences and trade publications. 

TH48. Capacity 480 
Building Envelope Details that Architects  
Need to Change

1.5 LUs   HSW   Experience Level: All

This program will pull from a variety of project details that are 
seen repeatedly by architects that have caused problems in the 
construction and durability of projects, resulting in legal claims 
and call-back issues for the designer. The goal of this program is 
to show the variety of details that the presenters see daily when 
inspecting building envelopes and conducting peer review of plans 
and specifications. The issues will be presented and potential 
solutions will be provided as to how to change the details or make 
them more constructible. 

Steve Flaten, AIA, is a principal at Braun Intertec, leading 
the building sciences group. He daily inspects and consults on 
building envelopes for owners, contractors, and architects. He has 
over 43 years of experience in the architectural and construction 

business, previously working for large national architectural and 
engineering firms performing construction administration of a 
wide variety of projects. Steve has developed and presented more 
than 20 AIA continuing education programs.

Jack Rasmussen, AIA, is an associate principal at Braun 
Intertec. He leads the enclosure consulting and forensic group 
of the building sciences department. He also leads the Braun 
Intertec AAMA-Accredited fenestration testing laboratory. Jack 
provides consulting on building envelopes of new and existing 
buildings, forensic evaluations, and consulting and testing of 
fenestration systems. He also provides specialties such as WUFI-
simulation and THERM modeling. 

TH49. Capacity 209, Workshop 
The Art of Positioning and Negotiating to Win 
Co-sponsored by the AIA Minnesota Women in Architecture 
Committee and the Emerging Professionals Committee

1.5 LUs  Experience Level: All

This program will discuss the art of positioning and negotiating  
to win in the search for employment and throughout the 
progression of one’s career. In a workshop setting, topics to be 
covered include: 

• The art of networking and how to create your next  
   job opportunity  

• How to evaluate the job offer and negotiate your salary  

• Negotiation for career advancement  

• Why confidence matters and how to build it  

Lea Hargett, workforce specialist and vice president, THOR 
Consulting, is a conceptual, creative, and analytical professional 
with diverse business experience and a track record of solid 
results. Lea is a former manufacturing CEO and executive 
manager with proven leadership in business development, 
consulting, human resource management, strategic planning, 
communication, training, and development. Her major strengths 
include strategic planning and implementation in the areas 
of organizational and client interface, growth strategy and 
implementation, and maintaining team integrity while achieving 
desired results. 

TH50. Capacity 280 
Firms Giving Back

1.5 LUs   HSW   Experience Level: All

This program will explore the myriad ways that the skills of an 
architect have been used to benefit individuals, communities, 
and the world. 13 firms responded to our call to participate in 
this program and share how their firm gives back; to share their 
favorite pro bono project story.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16  (Student Day)
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Attend this fast-paced program of images and talk, presented  
in a PechaKucha-like format (pronounced Petch-aa Koo-chaa).  
Moderated by Sean Higgins, Assoc. AIA, RSP Architects, 
this program will highlight the philanthropic work of our firms. 
Celebrate and be inspired as you hear the stories and ways  
your colleagues are making a difference in the world.

Firm presentations: 
•  Awad + Koontz Architects Builders: Accessible Addition 
 and Renovation 
•  DLR Group: Urban Ventures (UV) Academy 
•  D/O: Independent Filmmaker Project Minnesota 
•  DSGW Architects: Ain Dah Yung Center 
•  HDR: Flying Kites Kenya 
•  ISG: Feeding Our Community Partners 
•  Kodet Architectural Group: Little Free Library 
•  Leo A Daly: Minnesota Fallen Firefighters Memorial 
•  Perkins+Will: Boulder Lake Environmental Learning Center 
•  Rafferty Rafferty Tollefson Lindeke Architects: RCP  
 (Reaching Childrens Potential) a Global Volunteers project 
•  RSP Architects: Projects with American Refugee Committee 
•  Rylaur, LLC: Nuestro Pequenos Hermanos (NPH) Conf. and  
 Surgery Center 
•  Wilkus Architects: Bluewater Covenant Bible Camp  
 Welcome Center

TH51. Capacity 88 
Placemaking/Placekeeping: Economics  
and Vernacular Preservation

1.5 LUs   Experience Level: All

This panel discussion will examine examples of local, national 
and international economic incentives and pressures surrounding 
retail and hospitality spaces that are “assets of community 
value.” A brief presentation will introduce emerging trends and 
tools regarding legacy businesses and the spaces that shaped 
them. Saving — or reviving — a Nye’s, an Oak Grill or even the 
Four Seasons is a complex challenge. Audience questions and 
brainstorming are welcomed as we seek to contribute to toolkits 
for placemaking enhanced by placekeeping.

Greg Donofrio, PhD, teaches and is the director of the UMN 
Master’s of Science in Architecture, Heritage Conservation and 
Preservation graduate program. His research explores the history, 
theory, economics, and feasibility of historic preservation in the 
United States; he also has strong academic interests in the history 
of food system planning, social equity, and diversity and inclusion. 
Previously, he coordinated the federal Historic Rehabilitation Tax 
Credit program for New York City, notably shepherding Bunshaft’s 
Lever House and Sullivan’s Bayard-Condict Building.

Meghan Elliott, PE, is president of Preservation Design Works 
(PVN), which she established to create the business of historic 
preservation. The integrated business model combines research, 

preservation design, and real estate development services to 
increase the use of historic buildings. She received a MArch 
and Master of Science in Civil Engineering at the University of 
California Berkeley as a National Science Research Fellow. She 
has served on the Minneapolis Heritage Preservation Commission 
and several nonprofit boards.

Kimberly Long Loken, AIA, LEED® AP, IDEC, is an assistant 
professor at the University of Wisconsin-Stout. She teaches 
graduate and undergraduate students at the intersection of 
architecture, interiors, film, and games. Kim’s 15 years of industry 
experience spans civic, commercial, and residential projects. 
With Beyer Blinder Belle Architects & Planners, she worked on 
preservation, restoration and adaptive re-use projects including 
the Empire State Building and Antwerp’s Red Star Line Museum. 

John Rupp is a real-estate developer, a UMN law school alumnus 
and founder of Commonwealth Properties. Rupp has revived 
numerous properties in St. Paul’s Cathedral Hill neighborhood. 
Abiding the simple statement that “place matters,” his stewardship 
includes: Dacotah Building/W.A. Frost; Blair Arcade; St. Paul 
Athletic Club; University Club; Burbank Livingston Griggs 
Mansion; Exchange Building; St. Paul Building; Commodore 
Bar and Restaurant; and Stout’s Island Lodge. He was recently 
honored with the Preservation Alliance of Minnesota’s Executive 
Director’s award.

1:45 p.m.–3:30 p.m.

TH52. Capacity 25, Tour 
The Power of Can:  
Designing Spaces That 
Everyone Can Experience

1.25 LUs   HSW   Experience Level: All

Gillette Children’s Specialty Healthcare 
was the first state-supported hospital 
in the country specifically devoted to 
treating children with disabilities. Now 
an independent hospital, this year 
marks their 120th year of helping these kids show what they 
CAN do. Teaming with BWBR, they have remodeled their main 
campus in St. Paul to create spaces that are inclusive, respectful, 
compassionate, and intentional to the needs of the children, 
their families, and staff. This tour will look at the challenges 
and rewards of inclusive design, new technologies used, and 
accessible bathroom design.

Bryan Butterfield, CHC, HCC, project manager, McGough,  
has 34 years of experience in the construction industry, 24 years 
with McGough. The majority of Bryan’s experience has been 
managing healthcare projects including Gillette Children’s and 
Regions Hospital. Bryan participates in the preconstruction and 
construction phases and interfaces closely with the design team. 
He oversees all aspects of construction.
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Cate Pardo, senior content specialist, communications & 
advertising, has been a Gillette Children’s Specialty Healthcare 
employee for more than nine years. Cate curates and oversees 
content for the Gillette blog, Kids Health Matters. She also writes 
materials for a variety of print and online materials, and supports 
the hospital’s state- and federal-level advocacy work.

Sarah St. Louis, Assoc. AIA, has been a residential designer for 
over 12 years and is currently with Peterssen/Keller Architecture 
in Minneapolis. In her free time, Sarah does advocacy and 
volunteer work for several non-profits here in the Twin Cities, 
particularly focusing on special needs children and their families, 
including Gillette Children’s. Sarah is also a Gillette Children’s 
mom. In February 2013, her youngest son was in a car accident 
causing a severe Traumatic Brain Injury and a seizure disorder. 
Through extensive rehabilitation, both inpatient and outpatient, 
at Gillette Children’s, her son is now able to play soccer and just 
began kindergarten. 

Jennifer Stukenberg, NCIDQ, associate principal, BWBR, has a 
20-year career creating environments that are engaging, inspired, 
and enhance the health of people who use the space. In addition 
to working with Gillette Children’s Specialty Healthcare Jennifer 
has worked with other top providers in the region, including  
Mayo Clinic and HealthPartners. 

° An additional fee is required. Shuttle bus transportation  
is provided. 

3:45 p.m.–5:15 p.m.

TH53. Capacity 600 
Keynote Address: Jurors Show and Tell  
and Announcement of Winners 
Co-sponsored by the AIA Minnesota Committee on Design

1.25 LUs   Experience Level: All

Featured in this keynote address are the three nationally-known 
architects on this year’s AIA Minnesota Honor Awards jury. 
Each will speak of their practice and unique projects through 
a presentation of their work. The program will conclude with 
the announcement of the 2017 AIA Minnesota Honor Awards 
recipients. Attend and share in the celebration of Minnesota 
architects and award-winning design.

Wendell Burnette, FAIA, founder of 
Wendell Burnette Architects in Phoenix, 
Arizona, is a self-taught architect with 
an internationally recognized body of 
work. Originally from Nashville, Wendell 
discovered the desert as an apprentice 
at Frank Lloyd Wright’s Taliesin West.  
He is a professor of practice at Arizona 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16  (Student Day)

State University and teaches and lectures widely in the U.S. and 
abroad. His design philosophy is grounded in distilling the essence 
of a project into architecture that is both uniquely appropriate and 
timelessly valuable to the client.

Mimi Hoang, AIA, is a principal  
of nARCHITECTS in New York City  
and an adjunct assistant professor  
at Columbia University’s Graduate 
School of Architecture, Planning and 
Preservation. With Eric Bunge, AIA,  
she founded nARCHITECTS to address 
contemporary issues in architecture 
through conceptually-driven, socially 

engaging, and technologically innovative work. Prior to launching 
the firm, she trained in New York, Boston, and Amsterdam.  
She also taught at Yale University, Harvard University,  
and the University of California Berkeley.

Hao Ko, AIA, brings a design-first, 
people-centric approach to his leader-
ship role as design director for the 
architecture practice in Gensler’s San 
Francisco office. For his achievements 
in architectural craft and performance, 
Hao was recognized by AIA in 2012 with  
the Young Architects Award. Hao is  
a contributor to organizations such as 

SPUR and Greenbuild and to publications such as Fast Company. 
He’s an alumnus of the University of California Berkeley and the 
Harvard University Graduate School of Design.

5:15 p.m.–6:30 p.m.

TH54. 
Member Reception
Wind down your day with a drink and light bites, networking  
and socializing with new and old colleagues. Meet the 2017  
AIA Minnesota Honor Award jurors and find out if you are a 
winner of one of the items from the Minnesota Architectural 
Foundation raffle.

1:45 p.m.–3:30 p.m.

TH52. (continued) 

Save the Date: Awards Celebration
Mark your calendars now and plan to attend this end-of-
the-year celebration on Friday, December 8 at International 
Market Square to recognize AIA Minnesota’s 2017 award 
recipients. Awards presented include the Young Architect 
Awards, 25 Year Award, Special Awards, Louis Lundgren 
Award, Honor Awards, and Firm Award. 

Watch for more details and a link to online registration  
coming soon!
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8:00 a.m.–10:00 a.m.

F55. Capacity 110, Workshop 
Tabletalk/Networking Breakfast  
with Women In Architecture 
Co-sponsored by the AIA Minnesota Women in Architecture 
Committee 

1.5 LUs   Experience Level: All

Come to the table and join the conversation with leading 
Minnesota women architects. At this networking session/brunch, 
attendees will break into small groups and discuss current 
topics and controversy in the profession of architecture. Each 
conversation will be moderated by women leading the profession 
in design, academia, and community service. 

Join nationally-recognized architects to discuss their unique design 
process. Talk with emerging talent about professional growth 
and advancing into firm leadership. Discuss the balance between 
academia and the profession with UMN professors. Visualize the 
role of architecture in serving the larger community. Discuss the 
current climate of owner and architect relationships with founders 
of small firms. Consider the status and strategies of office culture 
and increasing diversity in the profession of architecture. 

Susan Blumentals, FAIA, is one of two female graduates  
from Ralph Rapson’s UMN School of Architecture. She was  
the first female professional member of the Minnesota 
Registration Board (AELSLAGID) in 1991, the first female to  
chair that board, and to hold leadership positions at NCARB  
and in the ARE testing program. She retired in 2003 as  
president of B/A (Blumentals/Architecture).

Renée Cheng, FAIA, is a professor in the UMN School of 
Architecture. Renée has pioneered research surrounding the 
intersection of design and emerging technologies including work 
on industry adoption of IPD, BIM and Lean. 

Sally Grans Korsh, FAIA, has been the facilities management 
and environmental policy director at the National Association  
of College and University Business Officers for the last five years, 
representing more than 2,100 colleges and universities across  
the country. Sally’s work is to overlay good facilities management 
and advance sustainability. 

Rebecca J. Lewis, FAIA, principal at DSGW Architects, works 
exclusively with small, community healthcare providers. This 
experience gives her a unique understanding of rural healthcare’s 
critical issues. Rebecca is a founding member, Fellow, and 
former president (2008) of the American College of Healthcare 
Architects.

Linda McCracken-Hunt, FAIA, is a principal at JLG Architects, 
with over forty years as a registered architect. Prior to joining 
JLG Architects over a year ago, Linda was CEO of Studio Five 
Architects for 20 years. Linda is a previous president of AIA 
Minnesota and director on the National AIA Board of Directors.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17

Jody McGuire, AIA, is senior associate at SALA Architects, Inc. 
and a UMN adjunct assistant professor. In 2017, Jody received 
the AIA MN Emerging Talent Award for excellence in residential 
design and the AIA MN Young Architects Award for exceptional 
leadership and significant contributions to the profession.   

Rosemary McMonigal, FAIA, founded McMonigal Architects  
33 years ago. Rosemary has advanced the architecture profession 
and strengthened its image through project-based research, 
technical innovation, and public outreach.

Sarah Nettleton, FAIA, LEED® AP, is founder and principal  
of Sarah Nettleton Architects. Through award-winning designs, 
teaching, and publications, Sarah is shaping a new generation  
of green design. Sarah is author of The Simple Home: The Luxury 
of Enough.  

Joan M. Soranno, FAIA, is an award-winning architect 
specializing in cultural and religious architecture at HGA 
Architects and Engineers. With colleague John Cook, FAIA,  
she has created a small in-house design studio that serves  
as an incubator for innovative design.

For additional biographical information for each of these 
speakers, visit WIA TableTalk.

8:30 a.m.–10:00 a.m.

F56. Capacity 480 
The People’s House: Restoration as 
Collaboration between Owner, Architect,  
General Contractor and Trade Partners 

1.5 LUs   Experience Level: All

The extensive historical restoration of the Minnesota State 
Capitol was completed in the summer of 2017. The 1906 structure 
was brought to 21st century codes and standards, and is now 
poised to serve the complex needs of its multitude of users. This 
presentation will span the restoration’s early enabling legislation 
through the planning, design, construction, and occupancy of the 
renovated building, highlighting the strong collaboration between 
owner, architect, general contractor, and trade partners that was 
necessary for the project to succeed.

Jeff Callinan, LEED® AP, is a vice president at JE Dunn  
leading their local corporate, iconic building and renovation  
group. His project experience includes some of the most 
recognized buildings in the Twin Cities: the Minnesota State 
Capitol, Northrop Auditorium, Minneapolis Institute of Arts, 
Weisman Museum, the Children’s Museum, and work at the  
St. Paul Cathedral. Jeff is currently leading a $230M renovation 
at the Wyoming State Capitol.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE >
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Wayne Waslaski is the senior director for real estate and 
construction services with the Minnesota Department of 
Administration. He has worked on a wide range of high profile 
public projects, including most recently on the Minnesota State 
Capitol Building and the Minnesota Senate Building. 

Debra Young, AIA, LEED® AP, is a senior project manager  
at HGA Architects and Engineers. She has worked on some 
of HGA’s largest and most complex government restoration 
projects—historic preservation and mid-Century modernist 
buildings—including the Minnesota State Capitol and the  
BH Whipple Building. She is currently project manager  
on the $150 million modernization of the Social Security 
Administration’s headquarters in Woodlawn, Maryland.

F57. Capacity 280 
Community Well-Being Scorecard

1.5 LUs   HSW   Experience Level: All

This program will introduce an initial set of community well-
being principles that are based on the work of the UMN Center 
for Spirituality and Healing and the work and observations of 
Dr. Richard Jackson during his 2015 Twin Cities Placemaking 
Residency (sponsored by the Saint Paul Riverfront Corporation). 
The principles generally address health, purpose, relationships, 
community, environment, and safety and will be applied in 
scorecard form to several community design initiatives. This 
program will present a scorecard overview of three projects: 
EXPO 2023, Destination Medical Center, and the Little Africa 
Cultural Corridor, and then describe what efforts are being made 
to achieve better community well-being outcomes. 

Gene Gelgelu is the executive director of African Economic 
Development Solutions and a 2017 Bush Fellow. Under his 
leadership, they build wealth and purpose within the African 
immigrant community through economic development and 
placemaking activities, such as the Little Africa Cultural Corridor 
on the Green Line at Snelling Avenue.

Tim Griffin, AIA, LEED® AP, is a senior research fellow at the 
Minnesota Design Center and a design advisor for RSP Architects. 
He is collaborating with the UMN Center for Spirituality and  
Healing to develop a framework for Community Well-Being in the 
community design space throughout Minnesota communities.

Karen Lu, AIA, is an associate vice president at HGA Architects 
and Engineers. She has been leading site design efforts for 
Minnesota’s bid to host EXPO 2023. The expo’s theme “Wellness 
and Well-Being for All: Healthy People, Healthy Planet” is 
intended to explore and showcase global innovations in health 
and well-being.

Nancy O’Brien is an experience strategist at RSP Architects 
in the Dreambox studio. Nancy has a background in business 
strategy, change management and organizational effectiveness 
mixed with 10 years of research on happiness and well-being. 
She works with organizations to align all the elements of their 
experience — people, process and place — to enhance well-being 
and measure the impact on individual and organizational goals. 

Patrick Seeb is director of economic development and 
placemaking for the DMC Economic Development Agency. He 
is responsible for managing and enhancing relationships with 
investors, public and private businesses and the community,  
as well as driving initiatives for attracting new businesses such  
as the Heart of the City project.

F58. Capacity 280 
Revised and New AIA Contract Documents: 
Owner-Architect Agreements & Sustainable 
Design and Construction

1.5 LUs   HSW   Experience Level: All

AIA Documents B101, B103 and other key Owner–Architect 
Agreements have just been revised. Participants will leave this 
session with an understanding of the 2017 revisions to the Owner-
Architect agreements. Participants will be prepared to select 
appropriate AIA contracts for their particular project and practice, 
as well as evaluate the suitability of alternative contract terms  
and language. Lastly, this program will discuss the new 
Sustainable Projects Exhibit (E204-2017) and explore how it  
can be used to provide a positive impact on the health and safety 
of building occupants.

Thomas Hysell, AIA, LEED® AP BD+C, principal, Alliiance,  
has concentrated his career on project management for public 
and private clients, along with firm management. Tom has  
led a number of the firm’s most significant projects including  
the Target Center Renovation, Minneapolis Central Library,  
and the UM TCF Bank Football Stadium. Tom was the 2014  
AIA Minnesota president and now serves on the national  
AIA Documents Committee.

Andrew Mendelson, FAIA, is chief risk management officer  
of Berkley Design Professional. Andy joined Berkley DP in July 
2013 after 36 years of architectural practice including serving  
as contracting officer, CFO, and director of practice management 
in a large A/E firm environment. Andy is a member of the AIA 
Documents Committee 2003-2017.

Patrick J. O’Connor, Jr., LEED® AP, partner, Faegre Baker 
Daniels, LLP, focuses his practice on construction, suretyship  
and insurance. He has served as litigation or coverage counsel  
for contractors, owners, design professionals, and product 
suppliers in disputes venued in over 25 states and Canada.  
He also acts as a mediator, arbitrator and expert witness  
in construction and insurance disputes. Since 2007, Patrick  
has counseled the AIA’s Documents Committee in connection  
with numerous contract forms.  

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17
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8:30 a.m.–10:00 a.m.

F59. Capacity 209 
The Next Generation of Campus Utilities  
Master Plans: Optimizing Energy,  
Environmental and Fiscal Stewardship 
Co-sponsored by USGBC Minnesota

1.5 LUs   HSW   GBCI    
Experience Level: Intermediate/Advanced

Campus utility master plans provide an opportunity to outline  
a road map for campuses to reduce the energy footprint, annual 
utility cost, and carbon footprint of campus utilities — all with 
a positive life cycle cost analysis. For the campus utility master 
plan to maximize all of the above, the traditional approach of 
steam distribution systems and large equipment that only utilize 
one type of technology has to be challenged and re-envisioned. 
This presentation will discuss how a campus utility master plan 
can integrate a portfolio of energy mover technologies along with 
setting up flexible energy distribution systems to optimize energy, 
environmental, and fiscal stewardship.

Mike Luster, PE, LEED® AP, is principal and senior mechanical 
engineer at MEP Associates. He serves as a lead mechanical 
engineer and project manager with focused expertise on energy 
efficient sustainable systems design. Mike is currently the project 
manager of the largest geothermal project in the nation — the 
geothermal campus conversion at Ball State University. 

Lee Tapper, PE, CIAQP, LEED® AP, operations manager and 
senior mechanical engineer, MEP Associates, has a focused 
expertise on energy-efficient sustainable systems design. Over 
the past eight years he has designed mechanical systems for 
buildings receiving four Platinum, four Gold, and four Silver  
LEED Certifications. Lee has conducted a feasibility study for  
the conversion of Carleton College, Grinnell College, and Minot 
State University campus to geothermal.

9:30 a.m.–11:45 a.m.

F60. Capacity 30, Sketching 
Urban Collections: 
Sketching Beyond 
Buildings to Capture Place

1.5 LUs   Experience Level: All

Sketching to capture architecture 
should also include an examination 
of the spaces between buildings. 
We interact, inhabit, engage, and 
experience urban spaces through all our senses and at many 
scales. The components of this environment, whether a sign, 
pavement or bench, shape our experience and define the place. 

Join workshop instructors Amber Sausen, AIA, and Daniel Green, 
AIA, on a walk down newly-completed Nicollet Mall as we sketch 
pieces and parts of the city to create a record of this re-envisioned 
place. Both Amber and Daniel are active in the local sketching 
community and return to the AIA Minnesota Conference this  
year with new tips and insights for beginning and seasoned 
sketchers. Plan to attend and learn from their experience and 
enjoy their enthusiasm! Bring your own sketchbook and tools:  
all media are welcome.

Daniel Green, AIA, Miller Dunwiddie Architecture, has led 
sketching workshops in Manchester, England and Kansas City, 
Missouri. Daniel is a member and past-chair of the AIA Minnesota 
Conference Programs Committee.

Amber Sausen, AIA, Alliiance, currently serves as president of 
Urban Sketchers, an international non-profit whose mission is to 
raise the artistic, storytelling and educational value of on-location 
drawing around the world. 

° An additional fee is required. 

10:15 a.m.–11:45 a.m.

F61. Capacity 110, Workshop  
A Built Environment for Diversity— 
Making Inclusion a Reality

1.5 LUs   Experience Level: All

Many people ask the question “What can I do to create a more 
diverse workplace?” In this interactive session, participants will 
get a diversity framework, understand the key “moments of truth” 
that are diversity opportunities, and will leave with challenging 
strategies to integrate diversity into their daily workplace 
interactions.

Daniel Guillory is the head of global diversity & inclusion at 
Autodesk®. At Autodesk, he is working to integrate all dimensions 
of diversity and inclusion into many parts of the organization, 
including customer acquisition, recruitment, hiring, people 
development, advancement, investment, and acquisition. He also 
is interested in the application of people analytics to different 
initiatives. Daniel was formerly CEO of Innovations International, 
a consulting firm that assists companies globally on leadership, 
innovation and diversity through assessment, strategic planning, 
learning & development, and internal communications.

F62. Capacity 480 
Minnesota State Capitol Interior Restoration:  
The Details

1.5 LUs   HSW   Experience Level: All

Take a virtual tour inside the newly renovated, beautiful, beaux-
arts style State Capitol with the architect, engineer and contractor 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17
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who will share stories of preparing this building to endure and 
serve the State of Minnesota for the next 100 years. Understand 
the lessons learned regarding the details of integrating new 
modern systems into the existing historic building; creative 
approaches to applying the building code; surprises found 
within this historic existing building; and working with specialty 
restoration contractors — all performed under intense public 
observation and scrutiny. 

Sarah Berseth, PE, is a senior mechanical engineer with HGA 
Architects and Engineers. She designs mechanical systems for 
many of HGA’s larger projects. Her engineering analysis of the BH 
Whipple Building contributed to its recognition in the prestigious 
GSA Design Award for Engineering and the U.S. Department of 
Energy Federal Energy and Water Management Award. Sarah  
was the mechanical engineer on the Minnesota Capitol Building. 

Jason McMillen, LEED® AP, is a senior project manager at 
JE Dunn Construction. He has worked in construction project 
management for over 25 years. Jason recently led construction 
on the Minnesota State Capitol Restoration as senior project 
manager. Over the course of his career, Jason has worked on 
over three-and-a-half million square feet of buildings in the Twin 
Cities, including the Milwaukee Road Depot, the Drake Building, 
and Hennepin County Medical Center.

Kimberly Sandbulte, AIA, LEED® AP BD+C, is a project 
architect at HGA Architects and Engineers. She spent the early 
part of her career coordinating multidisciplinary teams on 
complex infrastructure replacement projects. She was project 
architect on the Minnesota State Capitol Renovation. Kimberly 
also worked on the BH Whipple Federal Building, the General 
Mills World Headquarters Campus, and the Whittier Clinic for 
Hennepin County Medical Center. 

F63. Capacity 280 
How to Talk about Lean: Increased Design Value, 
Not Lower Fees or Less Time 

1.5 LUs   Experience Level: All

Research has shown architects are less satisfied with Lean and 
Integrated Project Delivery (IPD) than owners and contractors. 
Yet there is strong evidence that when architects fully engage 
with Lean and IPD, design quality increases and the whole team 
aligns around achieving design goals such as high performance 
buildings, innovative material use, or just plain “good design.”

This panel discussion will include three elements:

• An overview by an architect/educator of current industry 
research, including several recently-completed reports and 
surveys, widely presented to owners and contractors, but not  
yet to architects;

• Unpacking some common Lean tools and processes, including 
Last Planner System, and A3, and role of the architect in 
collaborative problem solving/problem seeking;

• Ending with one architects’ journey leveraging Lean to increase 
design value.

Renée Cheng, FAIA, is professor at the UMN School of 
Architecture. Research recently completed by Renee includes 
“Motivation and Means: How and Why IPD and Lean Succeed.“ 
Renee speaks extensively on topics of IPD, Lean, BIM, and 
the changing culture of practice. She is chair of the Lean 
Construction Institute Research Committee.

Stacey Root, AIA, LEED® AP BD+C, senior associate, joined 
Boulder Associates in 2008 and worked on a Sutter Health IPD 
team. After this introduction to true collaboration, Stacey became 
a designated in-house Lean evangelist. She has worked on six 
true IPD projects with various clients. She also loves collaborating 
directly with end users, and has facilitated over thirty 3P events.  

Kyle Woody, lean champion, Kraus-Anderson, is responsible  
for the development of KA’s lean culture. This culture is not just 
about the lean processes and tools — it’s about the mentality  
and the cultural commitments that create a new type of capacity. 
This capacity creates more successful, more enjoyable projects.

F64. Capacity 280 
Innovations in Photovoltaic Technology, 
Aesthetics & Design  
Co-sponsored by USGBC Minnesota

1.5 LUs   HSW   GBCI   Experience Level: Intermediate

This program explores the fast-paced and exciting developments 
in photovoltaic technology (PV). Whether you’re interested 
specifically in residential system design, new Building Integrated 
Photovoltaics (BIPV) products, or emerging PV systems that are 
aesthetically integrated into building facades, this session is for 
you! Topics covered include: general concepts and advancements; 
system components and how typical residential PV systems are 
sized; and examples of innovative applications in various building 
types including residential structures. The discussion also reviews 
typical design methodologies, on-line design tools, and financial 
considerations. Attendees will also learn about the new colored, 
textured, and transparent cells. 

Ronald Fergle, AIA, MIA, LEED® AP BD+C, president, Solart, 
has been involved in sustainable design for nearly 25 years. Solart 
is a sustainable architectural design and solar energy consulting 
company. Ronald’s projects have included assisted living care 
facilities, retail buildings, multi-family housing, and single-family 
residential projects. He has written lighting design and electrical 
analysis computer programs and has been a project manager for  
a major corporate computer aided facilities management initiative.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17
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10:15 a.m.–11:45 a.m.

F65. Capacity 209 
The Power of District Thinking: Towerside 
Innovation District
Co-sponsored by the AIA Minneapolis Urban Design Committee

1.5 LUs   Experience Level: All

Towerside is 370 acres of industrial zoned land, extending from 
the University of Minnesota in the west to St. Paul’s Creative 
Enterprise Zone in the east. It is the only designated innovation 
district in the Twin Cities. Its vision and emerging reality mixes 
entrepreneurs, residents, researchers, developers and businesses 
in a restorative, healthy, and arts-inspired community. The vision 
emerged when Prospect Park neighborhood leaders, seeking 
a model of urban development rooted in sustainability, forged 
a partnership with landowners, developers, businesses, the 
University, nonprofits, and government agencies. This partnership 
has acted as “master developer,” creating design guidelines  
and finding capital to support district-wide systems, including  
a connecting public realm.

Jeff Barnhart is leading the development of his family’s real 
estate, located in the heart of Prospect Park. The Green Line  
LRT construction had a major impact on his family’s properties, 
and he has gained valuable experience in transit-oriented-
development. Jeff is on the Prospect Park Association Board  
of Directors, Prospect Park Association Land Use Committee,  
the Towerside Innovation District Board of Directors and is 
president of the Towerside Business Alliance. 

Richard L. Gilyard, FAIA, will moderate this discussion. Dick 
is a practicing/consulting architect who has served as senior 
designer and principal in charge of design for a broad range of 
clients, building types, and urban planning challenges. Throughout 
his career, Dick has insisted on taking a wide-angle lens and 
community-informed approach to planning and design of the 
project at hand. Dick is president of Prospect Park 2020, Inc., 
a 501(c)(3) community development corporation, and a board 
member of the Towerside Partnership. 

Sarah Harris is managing director of the UMN Foundation Real 
Estate Advisors. Her career developed around her belief that a 
thriving community is her professional responsibility. Her three 
decades of real estate services typically involved mission-based, 
public-private partnerships and public realm leadership. Sarah 
was a primary force in the creation of Prospect North, now the 
Towerside Partnership, and served as its chair from 2013–2016. 
She is currently on the board of directors.

Daniel Kalmon, AICP, planning principal, Mississippi Watershed 
Management Organization, has assisted with the growth and 
development of projects and programs in the urban core of the 
Twin Cities for the past 13 years. He is currently serving on the 
Towerside Innovation District’s implementation committee and 
the advisory team for redevelopment of the Minneapolis Upper 
Harbor Terminal. Other current planning initiatives include 

Malcom Yards District Stormwater System, and investigating  
the potential for closed-loop district infrastructure systems.

Eric Muschler has been a program officer with the region and 
communities program at The McKnight Foundation based in 
Minneapolis since 2006. Eric works to integrate three program 
areas: regional sustainable development, homes for all, and 
economically vibrant neighborhoods into a program that serves 
people and places by creating opportunities. McKnight Foundation 
has been a primary supporter and funder of Towerside Innovation 
District as a regionally significant, community based, integrated 
vision of sustainability, mixed-use development, and innovation.

12:00 p.m.–2:00 p.m.

F66. Capacity 410 
Keynote Address: The Collaboration Imperative 
Co-sponsored by the Minnesota Architectural Foundation  
and AIA Minneapolis

1.25 LUs   Experience Level: All

What does it take to excel in the new world of work? Emma 
Birchall will explore the forces shaping the future of work – from 
technology disrupting jobs and industries, to the societal shifts 
transforming how people live their lives and engage with their 
surroundings. This will set the scene for an investigation of why 
collaboration is imperative to success in this new context, the 
perils of aiming for the ‘individual superstar’, and the tools you 
need in order to unlock your own collaborative potential and 
that of the people around you. This keynote will draw on case 
studies of organizations and teams that are leading the way, and 
it is your opportunity to understand what it takes to thrive as a 
collaborative leader.

Emma Birchall is head of Insight and 
Forecasting with Hot Spots Movement, 
a specialist research consultancy, 
located in London. Emma works with 
clients to anticipate the trends shaping 
the future of work and how they will 
need to adapt working practices to 
future-proof their success. Emma 
delivers Masterclasses, presenting 

cutting-edge research content for senior executives from 
multi-national organizations including Shell, Accenture, and the 
Coca-Cola Company. Emma writes for the U.S. Business Section 
of the Huffington Post and has a particular interest in applying 
lessons from the creative arts, notably improvisation, to 
organizations. Emma’s academic achievements include a 
postgraduate degree in International Development from the 
University of Cambridge, and a combined undergraduate degree 
in Business Management from the Rotman School of 
Management- University of Toronto, and King’s College London. 
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2:15 p.m.–4:00 p.m.

F67. Capacity 45, Tour 
Minnesota State Capitol 

1.25 LUs   HSW    
Experience Level: All

Join the team of architects, engineers 
and contractors responsible for the 
restoration of Cass Gilbert’s beloved 
national landmark for an insider’s 
“backstage” tour of the Minnesota 
State Capitol. We will begin with a 
walk around the outside and talk about the restoration of the 
marble exterior, the roof and the capitol dome — among the 
largest unsupported marble domes in the world. We will go to 
the basement to look at foundation fixes, HVAC systems and 
the other hidden systems that make the building work. We will 
address life safety solutions, the restoration of murals, and other 
finishes. The tour will include a conversation about the restoration 
of the capitol’s great public spaces, lighting improvements and, 
if we can, a peek inside the legislative chambers, Supreme Court 
and governor’s office. 

° An additional fee is required. Shuttle bus transportation  
is provided.
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HOW TO REGISTER

A) SELECT YOUR REGISTRATION PACKAGE & RATE
There are four choices for registration—check package & rate

1. Full Conference Registration
 Enjoy four days of events during the Conference, including T11 

& F66. Please indicate on pp 34–35 which events you plan to 
attend. Review Section C to add events with additional fees 
(Tours).

	 $286 Member*    $405 Non-Member

 Register online and receive a discount for this package.   
$270 Member / $390 Non-Member

2. Create-Your-Own Package  
 Choose any number of events. Please indicate on pp 34–35 

which events you plan to attend. Additional fees are required for 
T11 & F66 (see Section B) and Tours (see Section C).

	 $74/event, Member*    $109/event, Non-Member

3. Emeritus Member Registration
 AIA Emeritus members can choose any number of events, 

including T11 and F66. Please indicate on pp 34–35 which 
events you plan to attend. Review Section C to add events with 
additional fees (Tours). 

	 $143 

4. Student Full Registration  
 Choose any number of events. Please indicate on pp 34–35 

which events you plan to attend. Additional fees are required for 
T11 & F66 (see Section B) and Tours (see Section C).

	 $25

B) ADD-ONS FOR PACKAGE 2 OR 4
If you selected Package 2 or 4, please indicate if you plan to 
attend the following events with a meal, for an additional fee.

 T11. Member Congress and Lunch, $30      

 F66. Keynote: The Collaboration Imperative, $30       

C) EVENTS WITH ADDITIONAL FEES (TOURS)
The following tours are offered at an additional fee.  
Fee includes round trip shuttle bus from the Convention  
Center for all tours except F60.

 W26. Target Field and Sustainability, $40

 TH52. Gillette Children’s Specialty Healthcare Tour, $40        

 F60. Urban Collections: Sketching Beyond Buildings, $25        

 F67. Minnesota State Capitol, $40

TOTAL AMOUNT 
Add selections from A-C 

Register early! 
All Pre-Registration ends November 7, 2017. Registration will resume on November 14 at the 
Convention Center at which time a late fee will be assessed ($15 members and $25 non-members).

Register online! 
Online registration is simple, speedy and secure! Online registration ensures immediate feedback  
and confirmation on all events. 

Start here to register by mail/fax/email only: 
Complete the entire form, pages 33–35. Mail your completed form with check to AIA Minnesota, 275 Market 
Street, Suite 54, Minneapolis, MN 55405. If you prefer to fax or email your registration, please call in your 
credit card, and send the completed form to Amber Allardyce: 612-338-7981 (fax) or allardyce@aia-mn.org. 
Do not fax or mail or email after November 7, 2017.

CONTINUE FORM ON NEXT PAGE >

$

*See organizations that qualify for member rate on page 34.

SKIP THE FORM BELOW AND REGISTER ONLINE TODAY!  

www.aia-mn.org/registration/

mailto:allardyce@aia-mn.org
http://www.aia-mn.org/registration
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E) CHOOSE YOUR EVENTS
Indicate which events you plan to attend. Events that reach 
maximum capacity will be posted on the AIA Minnesota website  
at www.aia-mn.org. Access to the Exhibit Hall is FREE to all.

Program times may overlap. Choose carefully, noting start  
and end times.

Tuesday, November 14
8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

 T1. Ethics Past, Present and Future: Tales from the Grey Zone

8:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.

 T2. Minnesota Residential Energy Code

8:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

 T3. Design(ing) Experiences—Creating 3D Storytelling  
in the Built Environment 

 T4. 21st Century Development: Minnesota Leadership 
Opportunities

 T5. Parapet Wall Design

10:15 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.

 T6. 2+2: Achieving Outstanding Design

 T7. Autism-Friendly Design: Insights to Promote  
Optimal Well-Being

 T8. The Missing Blueprint: Emerging Communities

 T9. Don’t Rain on My Parade: Alternatives to Sprinkling a Building

 T10. What Architects Must Know about Masonry Restoration  
and Preservation

12:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.

 T11. Member Congress and Lunch (addtional fee may apply, see 
Section B)

2:45 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

 T12. Keynote Address: Design for Culture—Expressing the Story  
in Built Form

4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

 T13. Exhibit Hall: Opening Night Celebration—Free

Wednesday, November 15
8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

 W14. Infection Control Risk Assessment in Healthcare

 W15. Renderings Don’t Count: Pushing the Limits of Architecture 
Through Modern Materials and Systems

8:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

 W16. Defining and Alighning Values, Culture, Quality,  
and Profitability

8:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

 W17. Measure Twice, Cut Once: Basic Wood Framing Tips

 W18. Making the Most of Modernism: Navigating the Reuse  
of Post-War Modernism

REGISTRATION (Form for mail/fax/email only)

CONTINUE FORM ON NEXT PAGE >

D) PERSONAL & PAYMENT INFORMATION  

Name:

(If applicable, please indicate AIA, FAIA, or Assoc. AIA, etc.)

AIA Member #: 

OR write in associated membership:

(see qualifying list below)

Firm:

Address: 

City:  State:  Zip:

Phone:

E-mail:

(required to receive confirmation)

 First-time attendee

 Accommodation requests 
 AIA Minnesota can accommodate dietary restrictions, sign  
 language interpretation, accessible seating, and other needs  
 to make your Conference experience safe and comfortable.  
 Please check the box if you require accommodations, and  
 a member of the AIA Minnesota staff will contact you to get  
 information about your specific needs.

Member Rates 
Members of the following organizations may register at the  
Member rate: AIA, ACEC, AGC, APA, ASID, ASLA, AWI, BOMA, 
CHSA, CMAA, CSI, IALD, IFDA, IFMA, IIDA, IMI, MSPE, NOMA, 
PAM, SAH, SDA, SLUC, SMPS, ULI, USGBC

Conference Registration Cancellation/Refund Policy
Cancellation requests must be received in writing on or before 
November 7, 2017. E-mail or fax your request to: allardyce@aia-mn.
org; fax: 612-338-7981. There is a $50 cancellation fee. Refunds 
(minus the cancellation fee) will be processed via your method 
of payment. No refunds will be offered after November 7, 2017. 
Questions? Contact Amber at AIA Minnesota, 612-338-6763 or 
allardyce@aia-mn.org. 

Total Amount Due $

Method of Payment* (check one)  

 Check (enclosed)     MC     Visa     AmEx     Discover

Account Number:            

Exp Date: CVV/CID:

Name on Card:

(if different from above)

*Note: If emailing or faxing this registration form, please leave the credit 
card fields above blank and call us, 612-338-6763, with this information.

mailto:allardyce@aia-mn.org
mailto:allardyce@aia-mn.org
mailto:allardyce@aia-mn.org
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 TH45. The Business of EDI: A Conversation About Diverse Paths 
to Equity

11:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

 TH46. Exhibit Hall—Free

2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.

 TH47. Demystifying Engineering Jargon

 TH48. Building Envelope Details that Architects Need to Change

 TH49. The Art of Positioning and Negotiating to Win

 TH50. Firms Giving Back

 TH51. Placemaking/Placekeeping: Economics and Vernacular 
Preservation

1:45 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.

 TH52. TOUR: The Power of Can: Designing Spaces That 
Everyone Can Experience (addt’l fee, see Section C)

3:45 p.m. – 5:15 p.m.

 TH53. Keynote Address: Jurors Show and Tell and Anouncement 
of Winners

5:15 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.

 TH54. Member Reception—Free

Friday, November 17
8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

 F55. Tabletalk/Networking Breakfast with Women in Architecture

8:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

 F56. The People’s House: Restoration as Collaboration between 
Owner, Architect, General Contractor and Trade Partners

 F57. Community Well-Being Scorecard

 F58. Revised and New AIA Contract Documents: Owner-
Architect Agreements & Sustainable Design and Construction

 F59. The Next Generation of Campus Utilities Master Plans: 
Optimizing Energy, Environmental and Fiscal Stewardship

9:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.

 F60. Urban Collections: Sketching Beyond Buildings  
to Capture Place

10:15 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.

 F61. A Built Environment for Diversity — Making Inclusion a Reality

 F62. Minnesota State Capitol Interior Restoration: The Details

 F63. How to Talk about Lean: Increased Design Value, Not Lower 
Fees or Less Time

 F64. Innovations in Photovoltaic Technology, Aesthetics & Design 

 F65. The Power of District Thinking: Towerside Innovation District

12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

 F66. Keynote Address: The Collaboration Imperative

2:15 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

 F67. TOUR: Minnesota State Capitol (addt'l fee, see Section C)

Wednesday, November 15 (continued)

 W19. Weather Barriers, Continuous Insulation, and NFPA-285 
from the Contractor’s Perspective

10:15 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

 W20. Supporting Access to Health in Rural Areas

 W21. Digital Documentation & Delivery for Complex Shapes

 W22. Friendly Front Yards: Creating Community One Front Yard 
at a Time

 W23. Towards a Neo-Deco Century

 W24. Energy Modeling for Early Phase Design Collaboration

11:15 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

 W25. Exhibit Hall—Free

2:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

 W26. TOUR: Target Field & Sustainability (addt'l fee, see Section C)

2:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

 W27. Designing for Occupant Well-Being with B3 POEs

 W28. Rural Design and Urban Design: Healing the Divide

 W29. Do-Do’s and Don’ts of Toilet Room Design

 W30. A Tale of Two Homes: Net Zero & Green Certified

 W31. Minnesota’s Modern Masters: Oral Histories in Architecture

 W32. The Confluence of Architecture and Game Design

3:45 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

 W33. Exhibit Hall—Free

6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

 W34. Keynote Address: Fear Less. Build More.

Thursday, November 16
8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

 TH35. Jeopardy and Ethics

8:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.

 TH36. Case Studies of Business Strategy in Architecture

8:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

 TH37. Insights in the ARE 5.0

 TH38. Shelter with Dignity

 TH39. Dynamic Energy Optimization with Revit and Insight 360

 TH40. Using Light and Darkness to Improve Sleep and Avoid 
Circadian Disruption in a Pediatric and Cardiovascular ICU

10:15 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.

 TH41. How to Achieve Sustainability Goals with Strategic 
Communication

 TH42. Advocating for Your Career: Navigating Firm Culture

 TH43. Minnesota Architectural Education: Two Schools,  
One Aspiration

 TH44. Achieving a High Performance Air Barrier System:  
Proper Design, Installation, and Field Quality Control
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