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AIA Minnesota Announces  
Recipients of 2016 Architect of 
Distinction Award & 2016 Emerging 
Talent of the Year Award 
 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN – AIA Minnesota is pleased to announce the latest 
recipients of two annual residential architecture awards.  
 

 
 

2016 Architect of Distinction – Mark Larson, AIA, Rehkamp Larson 
Architects 
 
Larson, AIA, is a founding partner and principal of Rehkamp Larson Architects 
along with his wife, Jean. He earned his Master of Architecture degree from the 
University of Minnesota and worked in the offices of Vince James, the Leonard 
Parker Associates, Julie Snow Architects (now Snow Kreilich Architects) and HGA. 
In 2005 Larson was one of the recipients of the AIA Young Architect Award. 
 
Larson has played an active role in AIA Minnesota, serving as a past chair of 
the Residential Architecture Committee.  
 
The jury commented that Larson’s work demonstrates a “great maturity and 
clear mastery of skill.” Jurors also noted, “each project [presented in the 
portfolio] has a certain integrity to it and demonstrates a great use of 
restraint.” 
 



	  

2016 Emerging Talent of the Year – Bob Ganser, AIA, MSR 
Design 
 

 
 

Ganser recently joined MSR Design; prior to that he co-founded 
CityDeskStudio and led the firm for 11 years. He has also worked in the 
offices of HGA and Julie Snow Architects (now Snow Kreilich Architects). 
Ganser teaches at the School of Architecture at the University of Minnesota 
as well.   
 
In 2014 Ganser was named as one of the recipients of the AIA Minnesota 
Young Architects Award. He currently serves the co-chair of the AIA 
Minnesota Committee on Design. 
 
Jurors remarked that Ganser’s works “fairly glow from use of natural light.” 
They felt his design demonstrates a fresh approach to design and a “daring 
use of materials.” 
 
 
The jury for both awards included Dale Mulfinger, FAIA, SALA Architects; 
Michael Roehr, AIA, RoehrSchmitt Architecture; Julia Robinson, PhD, FAIA, 
University of Minnesota School of Architecture; and Chris Lee, editor with 
Midwest Home. 
 
Larson and Ganser will be recognized in the upcoming issue of Midwest 
Home magazine and at an April Midwest Home “Mingler” event (date and 
location to be announced). 
 
For more information, visit http://www.aia-mn.org/get-involved/aia-
minnesota-awards/architect-distinction-award/. 
 

The American Institute of Architects Minnesota, founded in 1892, is dedicated to strengthening our 
communities, improving our built environment and providing exceptional design. For more information 

on the organization and Minnesota architectural firms, reference our web site at http://www.aia-
mn.org. Pick up a copy of Architecture Minnesota, the award-winning architectural magazine  

of the Midwest. 
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