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The Cascade addresses a challenge that many 
post-industrial American cities have historically 
gone to great lengths to solve - reconnecting 
urban life to a riverfront shaped by industrial 
infrastructure, transportation corridors, and 
significant grade changes. 

As the Mississippi shifted from a working river 
to a civic asset, St. Paul was left with physical 
barriers that limit access to its most defining 
landscape. 

This proposal addresses that condition not by 
burying the industrial history, but by celebrating 
it - allowing it to be an integral focal piece 
of the site driving form and experience. 
 
A single continuous green roof-scape descends 
from the downtown city edge to the river below. 
Inspired by the meanders of the Mississippi 
river, the curvilinear landscape and building 
forms together reconcile the elevation change. 
The gentle slopes ensure equitable access to 
the city’s greatest amenity for users of all ranges 
of mobility.

The terraced green roofs act as both public space 
and environmental infrastructure, providing 
thermal mass that moderates heat gain, reduces 
mechanical loads, and improves storm-water 
management

Retail and residential program anchor the street 
edge above. A shared garden occupies the 
continuous roof-scape of the residence, allowing 
the ability to grow produce, herbs, and pollinator 
habitats. A mix of public space, cultural program, 
and productive landscape occupies the terraces 
below. 

A pedestrian bridge spans the highway and 
railroad, revealing rather than concealing 
their presence. The existing river walkway is 
expanded outward into the river in the form of 
a boardwalk, allowing for larger gatherings at 
the water’s edge. The cascading landscape 
terminates in a cantilevered overlook, projecting 
out past the edge of the river offering scenic 
panoramic views.

The design aims to establish the Mississippi 
as a daily accessible part of urban life, while 
acknowledging the industrial and infrastructural 
systems that shaped the site. 

Not a tabula rasa, but a palimpsest of the city’s 
historical and modern layers.
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RESIDENTIAL GATHERING STAIR

SHARED GARDENS DOCK
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