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 ENTRY ID #: 54797

OVERVIEW
Kellogg Park is located in a site with a rich layering of history, 
cultural influences, and unique natural elements. It can be 
described as a collage of activities and materiality. Enhancing 
and celebrating these features will serve to activate the park 
and the riverfront, by introducing residential, commercial, 
and recreational programming.

This proposal incorporates a grid system of beams and 
columns, with its spacing referencing the East Second Street 
underpass columns and fencing piers along the south ledge 
of the park. This framework allows for various programmatic 
elements—indoor and outdoor—to be incorporated as needed. 
These elements consist of modular panels and equipment. 
Furthermore, due to the unique geography of this site, which 
includes steep topography and flooding risk near the river, 
this framework allows for the connection of different parts 
of the site that are otherwise not possible, and can provide 
refuge from flooding. The overall proposed form of the grid 
structure is heterogeneous in form and material, and this 
reflects the immediate context of existing buildings of varying 
heights, dates of construction, and materiality. 

Historic and recent events, such as the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and the general transformation of the economy, have 
demonstrated that program needs change over time. 
Funding resources for public infrastructure improvements 
and development also fluctuate. Furthermore, priorities can 
evolve once proposals are offered to authorities for review and 
community input. For these reasons, the proposed structure 
is advantageous as it allows for adaptability in the planning 
stage as well as in the development stage. Growth can occur 
incrementally and at varying speeds throughout time. This 
proposal also allows for community inclusion by providing 
opportunities for contributions from a diverse set of actors, 
including community artists, philanthropic organizations, and 
private builders.

The modules establish rhythm and order linking the four 
levels of spaces from the park mall, to the East Second 
Street underpass, to the existing parking lot, to the riverfront 
walkway. The existing steep cliffs, railroad tracks, and high-
speed roadways hinder the relationship between these four 
levels. The rhythmic growth and harmony of the modules links 
these disparate areas.

SITE ORGANIZATION
This proposal aims to enhance the existing natural features 
while activating Kellogg Boulevard. The existing trees in 
Kellogg Park are to remain largely untouched. The sightlines 
to the river are to remain unobstructed, preserving the already 
existing axes that start from the downtown core, run through 
Cedar and Minnesota Streets, and through the two existing 
plazas in the park. A combination of residential, mixed-use, 
commercial and recreational uses are featured throughout 
the site. The lower riverfront level, the intermediate level 
of the East Second Street underpass, and the park level 
feature various programs, and they are connected to each 
other through vertical and horizontal circulation elements. 
East Second Street is closed to automobile traffic, and 
transformed into a pedestrian- and bike-friendly pathway 
with some commercial and public art spaces along the path. 
Kellogg Boulevard is reduced to a single roadway to allow 
for new mixed-use buildings between the park’s existing 
perimeter trees and the street.

RESIDENTIAL AND MIXED-USE
Most residential spaces are proposed above ground level. The 
spaces below are available for commercial space, activating 
both the park and Kellogg Boulevard. In the case of the units 
to the south near the riverfront, the open spaces at ground 
level also serve as protection from potential flooding. There 
are a few residential-only units that include ground-level 
inhabitable space in the quieter central parts of the existing 
park, with the surrounding trees providing a layer of privacy.

COMMERCIAL
The modular elements incorporate commercial programming 
such as dining and retail. These modules can be used in an 
outdoor setting as well as in conditioned spaces. This allows 
for pop-up spaces that adapt to the changing of seasons, 
as well as long-term commerce, which can serve as anchors 
for activity along Kellogg Boulevard, along the ledge of the 
existing park, and in the lower riverfront areas.

FOOD ACCESS
This project also intends to increase food accessibility. 
Currently, the site is located in a census tract that is 
considered a food desert, with the nearest store selling food 
being a convenience store that is a 15-minute walk away, and 
the nearest grocery store being a wholesale deli located 20 
minutes away on foot. Given the amount of already existing 
residential units in the area, and the additional residential 
units proposed, the intended programming modules provide 
a diverse range of dining, grocery shopping, and gardening 
opportunities.

RECREATION
Recreational programming serves both the immediate 
neighborhood residents and outside visitors, which will 
support the dining and retail businesses. Due to the steep 
topography, the existing site does not have an easy and safe 
path connecting the park to the lower riverfront, despite the 
existence of a popular biking, walking and running trail along 
Shepard Road. This proposal includes a connecting pedestrian 
bridge incorporating elevators to the west, offering great 
views of the river in an inclusive and accessible way. There is 
also a zip line connecting these two areas on the east side.

Smaller-scale interventions are also proposed for recreation 
and play. The existing site lacks infrastructure specifically 
designed for children, and some of the proposed modules 
include a slide, swings, and a climbing wall. These modules 
are used in the more recreation-specific programming in 
the center of the southern portion of the site, but are also 
incorporated into the residential and mixed-use structures.

MATERIALITY AND VISUAL COMMUNICATION
Various proposed modules feature panels that reflect the 
existing surroundings. Screening elements such as the 
louvered panels and the trellises are inspired by the screens 
in the openings of parking garages across the street and the 
canopies of the existing fountain plaza. The industrial forms 
of the electric utility tower in the west side of the site, and the 
railroad bridge to the east, also informed the incorporation 
of metal trusses and panels as decorative elements on the 
proposed structures. Rich sculptural forms and various 
kinds of artwork by local artists can also be displayed. Panels 
incorporating punched text can also communicate history and 
community identity, as shown in the panel displaying the text 
“IMNIZA SKA,” the original Dakota name of the white cliffs on 
the west side of the site.

Truss
Louvers
Trellis
Punched holes

Punched text
Artwork
Sculptural screen, 1
Sculptural screen 2

Sculptural screen 3
Sculptural screen 4
Sculptural screen 5
Sculptural wall

Bar counter and seating
Point-of-sale counter
Retail clothing rack
Retail shelving

Swings
Slide
Climbing wall
Basketball hoop

Traditional bench
Sculptural bench 1
Sculptural bench 2
Cat perches

Plain
Wood panel
Plain with planters
Plain with door

Residential
Storefront, entrance
Storefront, window only

Plain
Round skylight
Square skylight

Green roof
Green roof with barriers/railing
Green roof with planters
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RIVERSIDE TRAIL AND COVERED OUTDOOR RETAIL ▲
VIGNETTES ▼

▲ SITE PLAN
▼ MODULAR COMPONENTS SERVING VARIOUS PROGRAMMATIC FUNCTIONS

CONNECTION TO THE 
MISSISSIPPI

Various explorations 
investigate possibilities 
of connecting the park 
to the Mississippi River, 
and activating the area 
currently occupied by a 
large parking lot.

PLAY STRUCTURE

The existing space in 
the covered 2nd Street 
segment is tall enough for 
multiple levels of a play 
structure for children. 
This can be a conditioned 
or unconditioned space, 
depending on how the river 
side of the street is treated.

COMMERCIAL SPACE

With the openings on 
the river side of 2nd 
Street being glazed, 

commercial spaces such 
as the depicted cafe can 

be enjoyed with the view of 
the river accompanying it. 
The southeast orientation 

of the glazing also allows 
for thermal gain in the 

earlier hours of the day.

BIKE TRAIL AND ART 
INSTALLATION

MIMICRY OF CONTEXT

The heterogeneous 
collage of materiality and 

building forms found in the 
immediate site context and 

skyline can be mimicked 
using a modular approach.

MODULAR UNIT

The overall regularity of 
the column spacing in the 
2nd Street structure can 
serve as an organizing unit 
for a modular architecture 
that adapts to varying 
conditions throughout the 
site.

MIXED USE

An infill of housing in 
the current 2nd Street 

structure can be 
accompanied with more 

public spaces such as 
small businesses above. 

The residential entrances 
feature direct access to the 

ground below.

▲ SITE SECTION

▲ SITE LAYERING DIAGRAM
▼ INITIAL EXPLORATORY SKETCHES

▲ VIEW FROM ROBERT STREET BRIDGE LOOKING WEST
▼ VIEW FROM WABASHA STREET BRIDGE LOOKING EAST

RASPBERRY ISLAND1

MISSISSIPPI RIVER2

SHEPHARD ROAD/TRAIL3 RAILROAD4SANDSTONE BLUFF5

WABASHA STREET BRIDGE6 ROBERT STREET BRIDGE 8TREES9

E 2ND STREET/PARK
SUPPORTING STRUCTURE 7

DOWNTOWN SKYLINE 10

VIGNETTES ▲
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Mixed use
Residential only
Recreational
Commercial and recreational
Pedestrian bridges
Zipline
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