
 
 
CONFERENCE PROGRAM SPONSORSHIP: 
 
Consider being a sponsor for one or more of our continuing education programs at the 
A’21 MN virtual Conference on Architecture. 
 
Cost is $400 per program sponsorship. 
 
Benefits include: 
*Company logo on program opening page. Brief introduction at the start of the program. 
*Company name listed in program with live link to your website.  
*Opportunity to attach a promotional piece for program attendees.  
*Full registration for up to 5 attendees. 
 
PROGRAM SELECTIONS: 
 
D1-2: Mentoring Reimagined -sponsored by Konik 
Panel discussion with Alanna Carter, HGA; John Dwyer, AIA, John Dwyer Architecture; 
Rosemary McMonigal, FAIA, McMonigal Architects; Jennifer Yoos, FAIA, U of M School of 
Architecture 
Like almost everything in the architectural profession, mentorships were transformed by the 
COVID-19 pandemic—in some ways, for the better. Join us, as we explore new and equitable 
ways of working in a post-pandemic world. 
 
D1-3: Student-Centered Health Sciences Education Facility Design 
Presented by Doug Bergert, AIA, Perkins & Will; Heidi Costello, IIDA;  Marc Partridge, AIA 
Explore designing an array of high-tech, high-touch spaces that facilitate experiential, team-
based learning across six health sciences disciplines which is at the heart of a new Health 
Science Education Center (HSEC) at the University of Minnesota. 
 
D1-4: Details Are What Projects Are Made Of 
 
D1-5: What Contractors Wish that Architects Knew about Aluminum Framed 
Fenestrations 
Presented by Jon Porter, PE, Assoc, AIA; and Paul Whitenack, AIA, LEED AP, Kraus Anderson 
Drawing on recurring issues encountered on the contractor’s side, and case studies illustrating 
best practices for Contract Documents and Shop Drawings, this presentation will highlight 



characteristics of aluminum framed openings that design professionals can leverage to ensure 
that the built systems will perform as expected and provide a satisfactory and serviceable 
function to the occupants of the interior space. 
 
D1-6: Creating Net-Zero Missing Middle Housing in Minneapolis 
Presented by Jim Kumon, Heiloom Properties; Janneke Schaap; Elizabeth Turner 
The Sundial Building is a 12-unit, three-story walkup building, designed to achieve net zero 
energy with all electric utilities at the missing middle scale. Join the developer and energy 
modeler to hear about their overall project goals, design strategy, and approach to financing and 
implementation. 
 
D1-8: Returning to the Office: Plans and Lessons 
 
D1-9: The Pandemic’s Impact on the Future of Healthcare Design 
Presented by Jason Asic; Jason Carter; Amy Kalar, AIA, GBBN; Amy Mees, IIDA, GBBN 
This session will focus on national healthcare market trends, strategies for versatile design, the 
best rapid response construction methods, and review a case study of an existing ICU’s 
evolution to handle the next pandemic surge. 
 
D1-10: Using Passive House to Achieve the AIA 2030 Commitment in Commercial and 
Large-Scale Buildings 
This session will provide an overview of the Passive House method and examine how applying 
its five principles meets the 2030 Challenge. Case study projects will be presented, illustrating 
how building envelope issues change with larger and commercial buildings. 
 
D1-11: A Guide to Outdoor Performance Venues 
Presented by Paul Whitaker, Schuler Shook; Jody Kovalick, Schuler Shook; Chirs Lilly, AIA, Lilly 
Architects; Michale Broh, American Players Theatre 
As we slowly emerge from COVID-19 there is more and more interest in outdoor performance 
spaces. This presentation will examine design considerations and infrastructure needs for 
outdoor performance spaces of all shapes and sizes including a look at two case studies. 
 
D1-12: Page Street House #1: Intersection of Net-Zero, Equity, Affordability 
Presented by Jill Johnson, Change, Inc.; Paul Mellblom, FAIA, MSR Design; Sean Sonnabend, 
PE, AKF; Chris Wingate, LEED AP, MSR Design 
Page Street House #1 is the first of four single-family homes, sequentially built over eight years, 
each to be sold to low-income homeowners to build generational wealth. This program will 
discuss lessons learned, and describe the many layers of good that are propagating from this 
opportunity. 
 
D1-16: Developing a Risk Management Culture and Practice 
 
D1-17: Community Co-Design: A Collaboration Structure for Equitable Design 
Presented by Kevin Bright, City of Rochester & Destination Medical Center; Jess Roberts, 
Minnesota Design Center 
This session will ground attendees in the principles and tools of co-design and describe how 
they differ from traditional community engagement strategies. Lessons learned will be discussed 
from a co-design approach used to inform “Discovery Walk” in Rochester, MN. The session will 
also describe how expanded use of codesign offers significant added value to designers, 
government agencies, and communities. 
 



D1-18: Wrenshall Residence: Case Study 
Presented by Eiden Lindamood 
The Wrenshall Residence is a very low energy, passive solar home in northern Minnesota. The 
program will discuss strategies and decisions made in the design process that allow this home 
to perform well in our inhospitable climate. 
 
D1-19: Interrupting Disrespectful, Abusive, Bullying Behavior 
 
D1-20: Open 
 
D2-23: Fire Service Features of the State Fire Code 
Presented by Jon Nisja 
This program will review the state fire code requirements for fire department vehicle access, fire 
lanes, and firefighting water supplies. This session will explain these requirements and address 
why these may vary based on the features unique to the site being developed. 
 
D2-24: Local Lessons from the COTE Top Ten 
Presented by Harry Doyle, PD, MODUS; Douglas Farr, FAIA; Tyson McElvain, AIA; Dana 
Pionke; Malini Srivastava, AIA; Channing Swanson, AIA 
This program will focus on three COTE Top Ten Award projects, designed by three diverse 
firms, in order to examine health, safety, and welfare through the lens of the AIA Framework for 
Design Excellence, formerly known as the COTE Top Ten Measures. 
 
D2-25: Fabric’s Advantage for Shade Systems: Reducing Carbon Footprint 
Presented by Steve Frederickson; Bruce Wright, FAIA 
This course will provide the participant with an in-depth look at the durability, value, and 
sustainability benefits of industrial textile shade structures. Case studies combined with 
technical reports support the lecture. 
 
D2-26: WIA Networking Breakfast: Combating Racism in the Built Environments 
Facilitated table discussions on the following topics - Racial Covenants, Impact of Freeway 
Development on Communities of Color, Minneapolis 2040 Plan Impact, Urban Food Deserts, 
and Environmental Health Impact on Communities of Color. 
 
D2-27: Towards a Mass Timber Agenda: House In A Garden 
Presented by Christopher Meyer, AIA, Atelier Mey 
This program recounts the process of building the first mass timber structure in Miami-Dade 
County through the lens of policy, system integration, material ecologies, and design. The 
project, House In A Garden, at its core, is an exercise in education through innovation. 
 
D2-29: Accessibility- Beyond ADA 
Presented by Julee Quarve-Peterson 
“ADA” is often used as a catch-all term for accessibility. While the Americas with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) is one piece of the puzzle, it’s important to recognize the other applicable standards and 
when to use them. This course will provided an overview of some of the most common 
applicable standards- ADA, MN 1341, FHA, ABA and UFAS- and when/where they may apply to 
a project based on the project type and funding sources.  
 
D2-30: Honor Award Jurors Show Their Work 
  
D2-31: NYC Decarbonization Planning Over Future Decades: A Case Study 



Presented by Rich Peske, Willdan; McKenzie (Kenzie) Schwartz, E3. 
The NYC Department of Energy Management hired Willdan in 2020 to develop an 
Implementation Action Plan which outlines pathways for its operation to achieve the Local Law 
97 decarbonization mandates passed in 2019. This session provides the detailed steps and 
lessons learned to accomplish that goal. 
 
D2-32: A Breath of Fresh Air: Health, Wellness and Resilience for Persons and Place 
Presented by Dr. Jerrica Berge U fo M Medical School; Jeffrey Chipman, MD; Stanton Stafford; 
Patrick Thibaudeau, LEED Fellow, ILFI 
This session will present information from several experts on how to improve the built 
environment in order to achieve health benefits such as improved cognitive functions, physical 
and emotional health, improved mood, and overall performance. 
 
D2-33: Keys to a Net Zero Energy Home 
Presented by Pat Huelman, Assoc Professor, U of M Department of Bioproducts and 
Biosystems Engineering 
For high-performance, net zero energy homes, it is critical to get the building enclosure and 
mechanical systems right. This session will recognize important building science principles, 
specific design and building technology strategies for single family homes. 
 
D2-37: Energy Code Compliance: Paths & Case Studies 
Presented by John Hazucha, PE, Steen Engineering; Kevin Scott, PE, Steen Engineering 
This program will walk participants through the subtleties and the pros and cons of the different 
energy code compliance paths built into the current Minnesota Energy Code. Two case studies 
will be presented to demonstrate the process. 
 
D2-38: Constructing Architectural Ecologies 
Presented by Adam Marcus, Variable Projects 
This presentation will discuss the work of the Architectural Ecologies Lab, a research group at 
California College of the Arts in San Francisco. Participants will explore how architectural 
strategies and advanced fabrication techniques can incorporate ecological principles in the 
design and production of substrates that serve as habitats for marine species. 
 
D2-39: Top 10 Ways to Reduce Concrete's Carbon Footprint 
Presented by Donn C. Thompson, AIA, LEED AP, National Ready Mixed Concrete Association; 
John Lee, PE, LEED AP,  Dir of Business Development, Cemstone 
This presentation will discuss how design and construction teams can implement ten simple 
strategies to reduce concrete’s carbon footprint without impacting other desired performance 
capabilities for the concrete. 
 
D2-40: Building Bridges to Design and STEAM Careers for BIPOC Youth in Minnesota 
Presented by Abimbola Asojo, Assoc Dean for Research, Creative Scholarship and 
Engagement, College of Design, U of M; Lesa Clarkson, Prof. Math Education STEM Learning 
Center, College of Education and Human Development 
This presentation discusses a program focused on the intersection between design and 
mathematics which was developed to increase diversity in design and STEAM careers. The 
Building Bridges to Design Careers program engages K-12 participants in creative problem-
solving utilizing an interdisciplinary online program. 
 
 
 



D2-41: Rotting Roofs: Causes, Mitigation, and Code Requirements. 
Presented by Michael Remington, PE, Inspec 
Recently investigated roofs on several multifamily residential buildings located in northern 
climates uncovered premature failure caused by moisture infiltration. This presentation provides 
an interesting story of this real world case study detailing the initial discovery of the problem, the 
investigation, and designed solutions. 
 
D3-44: ETHICS 
 
D3-45: THE ADJACENT POSSIBLE: Thinking Like a Generalist 
Presented by Kim Loken, Beyer blinder Belle Architects; Alissa Luepke Pier, AIA; Nathan 
Johnson, AIA; Jonathan Bartling, AIA, HGA; Peter Hendee Brown 
This program will focus on how architects, as “reflective practitioners,” can combine education 
and experience with big ideas from other fields to expand the architects’ range, become better 
generalists, grow personally and professionally, have more fun, and create better projects for 
our communities. 
 
D3-46: Tolerances, Technology, and Trade Gap 
Presented by Will Babbington; Ryan Rademacher, McGrath 
In most every building, there is a large room-for-error afforded to most building trades in terms 
of construction tolerances. Façade trades, however, require much, much tighter tolerances in 
their fabrication and installation. Through the lenses of multiple case studies, this program will 
discuss real-world problems, processes, and solutions specific to this pertinent topic. 
 
D3-47: Planning for Resilience in a Climate-Changed World 
Presented by Andree Iffrig, ISSP-CSP, LEED AP 
This presentation demonstrates a five-step process that design firms can use to mitigate climate 
change risks, both physical and from a professional liability perspective. Identify tools and best 
practices for accurately assessing climate impacts and integrating these into design practice. 
 
D3-48: OPEN 
 
D3-50: OPEN 
 
D3-51: A Guide to Landscape Lighting 
Presented by Michael Cohen, Schuler Shook; Paul Whitacker, Schuler Shook 
The intent of this course is to address the design issues related to landscape lighting in regard 
to aesthetics, code related requirements, safety issues and environmental impact. It also 
outlines the environmental considerations of lighting in urban vs. less populated environments, 
sky glow, and light trespass. 
 
D3-52: Implementing Embodied Carbon Reduction Requirements: When, where, why, and 
how 
Presented by Emily Lorenz, PE 
This presentation will focus on examples of each different embodied carbon implementation 
method, pros and cons and the value of each method, and understanding how architects can 
approach reductions at different project stages. 
 
D3-53: Identifying Barriers to Creating the Best in Development 
Presented by Mary-Margaret Zindren 
 



D3-54: Project Team Perspectives on LBC Petal Certification -sponsored by Emanuelson-
Podas 
Presented by Simona Fischer, MSR Design; Paul Hansen; Jessie Houlihan; Rhys Whyte 
MacPherson; John Odeen, MSR Design 
Develop an understanding of how a project team navigated a Living Building Challenge Petal 
Certified project, including team education; dividing up work scopes; creating and working with a 
limited palette of materials; searching for salvaged materials; and thinking outside the box and 
creating partnerships. 
 
D3-59: 2+2: Empathy in Design 
Presented by Adam Ariano; Nancy Blankfard, FAIA; Dagmara Larsen, MSR Design; Geoffrey 
Warner, FAIA, Alchemy 
2+2 is an annual conference program hosted by AIA Minnesota's Committee on Design that 
brings together two recent AIA fellows and two recent recipients of the Young Architect Award to 
present work and discuss a common theme. This year's theme is, "Empathy in Design." 
 
D3-60: High Performance Embodied Carbon: Leveraging Data to Define Targets 
Presented by Efrie Escott; Kevin Flynn; Haley Gardner;  Erin McDade 
This session will present the latest data on embodied carbon and unpack what it reveals about 
developing appropriate targets, highlighting crucial next steps for robust target development, 
and outlining immediate and impactful reductions while target development continues. 
 
D3-61: OPEN 
 
D3-62: Benefits and Function of Automatic Slide and Swing Door Systems 
 
 
D4-65: Creating a Well Crafted Building Code Analysis (from both sides of the aisle) 
Presented by C. Scott Anderson, AIA, City of Minneapolis; Gerhard Guth, AIA, Certified Building 
Official 
Taken from the perspective of both the design entity as well as the plan reviewer, learn what it 
takes to provide the proper content that not only explains the overall design scope but also 
includes what an Authority Having Jurisdiction needs to confirm code compliance. 
 
 
D4-66: Transforming Public Spaces that Preserve, Protect, and Provide Equitable Access 
to Cultural Resources: An In-Depth Exploration of Water Works at Mill Ruins Park 
Presented by Jean Garbarini, ASLA; Todd Grover, AIA, MacDonald & Mack; Michael Hara, AIA; 
Kate Lamers, PLA, LEED AP 
Using the Water Works at Mill Ruins Park project as a case study, this program will review goals 
and initiatives for public space development projects; preservation strategies in design, 
procurement, and construction; incorporating sustainable strategies and accessibility in an 
historic renovation; and integrating cultural interpretation into public space design. 
 
D4-67: Social and Ecological Design Process and 21CD 
Presented by Paul Bauknight, Director, Center for Urban Transformation; Richard Graves, 
College of Design; Dan Handeen, Research Fellow, Center for Sustainable Building Research 
This program will present an approach in the evolution of sustainable design, one that builds on 
green design and regenerative design, and advances a social-ecological design methodology - 
one that is sensitive to scale, adopts a systems approach, is future-oriented, and centers social 
needs in design. 



 
D4-68: Lifecycle Data Solutions for Architects: Transforming the Norm 
Presented by Connor at Vendetta Software; Rachel Riopel, AIA,; Adam Wilbrecht 
This session will focus on emerging technologies and concepts that leverage data and introduce 
new value propositions. Not concerned with flashy solutions or short-lived benefits, this talk will 
highlight the meaningful ways in which designers can transform the practice of architecture. 
 
D4-69: OPEN 
 
D4-71: The Post-Pandemic City 
Presented by Tom Fisher, Assoc. AIA, MDC Director; Virajita Singh, CSBR, Assoc. VP for 
Equity and Diversity; Abi Asojo, Assoc. Dean for Research, College of Design 
This session will review the research conducted by the Minnesota Design Center that focused 
on the impact pandemics have on cities. This session will review the dramatic impacts on land 
use, transportation, and zoning. 
 
D4-72: The Restoration Process of Bowman Hall 
Presented by Mark Bailey, Jr, Building Restoration Corporation; Stacey Zeller, AIA, Mead & 
Hunt; Bruce Peterson, Marvin Windows and Doors. 
An award-winning restoration project, this session will review the work of the design team and 
contractor to undo the detrimental “repair” projects of the past and bring this historic 1896 
building back to its original character, with a restored, high-integrity envelope. 
 
D4-73: AIA 2030: 10 Years to Net Zero 
Presented by Kaeko Leitch; Brent Wavra 
This session will focus on the standards that apply to the AIA 2030 Commitment and provide 
insight for how we can work together as an industry to reduce energy consumption and increase 
renewable production to achieve net zero design. 
 
D4-74: Business Intelligence for Data-Driven Design, Construction, and Operations 
Presented by Nate Miller, CEO, Proving Ground 
The program will discuss and present opportunities for architects, engineers, contractors, and 
owners to take advantage of Business Intelligence and will share specific use cases for how BI 
can be used to guide and support decisions related to design, construction, and operations. 
 
D4-75: Equitable Design: Building for Disability Differently 
Presented by Ganesh Nayak, AIA, NOMA, Metier, Inc. 
Designing buildings for equity is making them equitable to people with differences that extend to 
race, class, color, gender, disability, sexuality. This session will examine how architects can 
rethink design so that accessibility provisions are integral to design and inclusion is second 
nature to the design mindset. 
 
 
D4-77: OPEN 
 
D4-78: Deconstruction & Building Material Reuse in Minnesota 
Presented by Olivia Cashman, Hennepin  County Environment and Energy Department; Molly 
Flynn, Ramsey County; Melissa Wenzel, MN Pollution Control Angency 
This session will dig into construction and demolition waste and discuss deconstruction and 
building material salvage as an alternative to standard demolition from a local and state 
government perspective. 



 
D4-79: Pathways to SB 2030: Three Minnesota Case Studies--sponsored by Emanuelson-
Podas 
Presented by Becky Alexander, AIA, LHB; Matthew Finn, AIA, LHB; Elizabeth Turner, AIA, 
Certified Passive Building Consultant 
This session will examine the SB 2030 Energy Standard program objectives and compliance 
pathways and compare and contrast renewable energy strategies from SB 2030 options that 
can be incorporated into project planning, design, and development. 
 
D4-80: The Augmented Reality of Chickens 
Presented by Michael Freiert, BIM Manager, Pope Architects 
This case study will look at how off label use of technology generated useful data, and how that 
feedback led to live reality capture features in software that makes AR useful back in the office 
as well as on the jobsite; and look at why all of that was helpful in building a back yard chicken 
coop. 
 
 
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER: 
https://www.aia-mn.org/misc-event/exhibit-space-reservation/ 
 
 
Contact Pam Nelson at AIA Minnesota to identify the name of the program you want to 
sponsor.  nelson@aia-mn.org, 612-767-1744 
 
 
(Program dates and times will be finalized at a later date.) 
 


