MINNESOTA MICROCOSM

Minnesota is home to a wondrous variety of incredible natural features; from the serenity and stillness of a boundary
waters sky, to the acological vitality of its wetlands, to it's plains, forests, and rivers, Minnesota offers a multitude of
different exterior experiences which can be extremely powerful to experience and exist within. However, the majority s
of these resourcas are unavailable to many urban dwellers, particularly in this neighborhood. This project attempts to
capture some of the more powerful moments of these resources, and interpret tham in a multifunctional build- X
ing/landscape on the site.

The building emerges from the ground as a sinuous, contiguous prarie-grass plane, crossing over the newly-openad
Nicollet Avenue street and acting as a “green gateway” through this new through-way. The building houses public
program, including a natatorium / ice skating rink, a cafe, public restrooms, and an educational center. Interdispersad
within and around the building are a variety of cutdoor spaces that can provide a multitude of experiences - from
public facing plazas suitable for large gatherings, to smaller, more intimate experiences of nature tucked around and
within, this small bit of green hopes to offer glimpsas of the larger Minnesota landscape.
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In front, a large plaza filled with birch trees provides a glimpse of the hardwood forests of Minnasota. The natatorium /
ice skating rink provides a reflective surface and captured sky similar to a still, quiet night on a boundary waters lake.
The building itself acts like the rolling hills of Minnesota’s prairie plains, gently emerging from the ground on one site
and re-entaring on the other. Tucked behind the building is a small wetlands area, which includes three timber towears
with nesting modules for migratory birds - one of which has an expansive overlook for human cccupation. On the
othar side of the site, a more intimate, narrow path is adjacent to a small reflacting pool and bound by a needlelaaf
grove of trees. And all along the north side of the site, groves of coniferous trees act as acoustical and visual screens
for the rest of the city and development, offering some semblance of respite from the otherwise chaotic expearience of
this part of the city.

RIVERS AND STREAMS SITE AXONOMETRIC

1 COMMECTION TO GREEMWAY 2 MEEDLELEAF FOREST 3 HARDWOOCD FOREST 4 PRAIRIE GRASS PLAING - & WETLANDS
& MIGRATORY BIRD TOWERS 7 ARBORETUMUSCULPTURE GARDEM B CAFE / PUBLIC RESTRCCOIMS
7 GREEM GATEWRY BERICGE 10 PUBLIC EDUCATION f RENTALSPACE 11 MATATORIUM ¢ ICE SEATING RINKE 12 RIVER WALK
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GREAT PLAINS - A PRAIRIE GRASS CARPET EMERGES FROM THE GROUND AND PEELS UP. REVEALING THE BUILDING BEMEATH. A WALKING PATH CONMECTS THE TWO SITES ACROSS NICOLLET, AND THE BRIDGE ACTS AS A GREEN EDGE AND GATEWAY TO THE SITE.
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