
As I write my first message as President of 
AIA Minnesota, the Dow has just closed 
above 18K, U.S. GDP growth for the third 
quarter was revised upward to 5% annualized, 
and you can’t walk a block in downtown 
Minneapolis without hitting a major 
construction project. The ABI (Architectural 
Billing Index) for November was still in positive 
territory, but it has been on a downward 
trend. So, have we turned the corner on the 
economy? Overall, 2015 looks to be promising 
and, for AIA Minnesota, there is a lot in store 
for the coming year.

Thanks to effective leadership in 2014 by Tom 
Hysell, AIA, and the AIA Minnesota Board, 
we enter this year financially sound and ready 
to help our members grow professionally 
and personally. The upcoming programs we 
have in store are designed to build well-
rounded architects who will be well-suited 
for growth in the years to come. We have a 
better understanding of our world and of how 
architects impact it every day with design. We 
also know more about what our clients, and 
the public, expect from our profession.

Today we have access to more data than at 
any other time in our history and it can be 
used as a tool to shape our environments in 
new and more effective ways. As a profession, 
architects need to capture this data, own it, 
and make it part of the value we bring to our 
clients and communities. It’s an exciting time 
to be in our profession!

So, from my perspective, we have made the 
turn and we are well on our way to better 
times. But, then again, I’m an optimist! There 
are still challenges we will face, this year 
and beyond, but our goal for 2015 at AIA 
Minnesota is to give you the tools, and the 
data, you need to be successful. I look forward 
to a busy year and to helping make AIA 
Minnesota the resource you expect and need.

       JA
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Pictured above: 2015 AIA Minnesota Awards Dinner; Presentation of 
2014 Gold Medal to Julie Snow, FAIA, by Tom Hysell, AIA. Photo 
credit: Corey Gaffer.

President’s Message 
  HAVE WE TURNED THE CORNER?

Tim Dufault, AIA 
AIA Minnesota President

Housing Advocacy 
Committee 
2015 SEARCH FOR SHELTER  
DESIGN CHARRETTE
January 30 - February 1, 2015 
Rapson Hall, College of Design 
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities

The Housing Advocacy Committee 
is seeking volunteers - professionals, 
interns, and students from all design 

disciplines are invited 
to participate in 
the 2015 Search 
for Shelter Design 
Charrette.  

Volunteers may earn 
Community Service 
IDP hours and CE 
hours are available for 
professionals. 

Multi-disciplinary teams work through the 
weekend to create viable graphic plans 
and solutions, which become visual tools 
to aid Minnesota non-profit organizations 
in acquiring funds, educating the public 
of their cause, and serve as preliminary 
building plans.  

To participate in the Design Charrette, go 
to http://www.aia-mn.org/get-involved/
committees/housing-advocacy/search-
for-shelter-design-charrette/

http://www.aia-mn.org/get-involved/committees/housing-advocacy/search-for-shelter-design-charrette/
http://www.aia-mn.org/get-involved/committees/housing-advocacy/search-for-shelter-design-charrette/
http://www.aia-mn.org/get-involved/committees/housing-advocacy/search-for-shelter-design-charrette/
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AIA MINNESOTA
Firm Assessments       
ATTENTION FIRM PRINCIPALS AND MARKETING STAFF    
Firm Assessments have been mailed and are due on January 30.  Firm Directory Profile 
Questionnaires will be mailed out in mid-January. Firms must pay 2015 Firm Assessments and 
return the Firm Directory Profile Questionnaire in order to be listed in the 2015 AIA Minnesota Firm 
Directory published in the May/June issue of Architecture Minnesota magazine and on the AIA 
Minnesota website. 

Membership Dues       
REMINDER: 2015 AIA Membership Dues are due Tuesday, January 15, 2015.

Membership
A WARM NEW MEMBER WELCOME!   
The Membership Committee would like to welcome our newest members:

Courtney Cooper, AIA
Andrew Dull, Assoc. AIA

Anna Lory, Assoc. AIA
Joshua Walls, Assoc. AIA

2015 AIA Minnesota 
Awards Deadlines

25 Year Award 
Friday, May 1, 2015 

Affordable Housing Design Award 
Friday, March 27

Honor Awards 
Friday, September 2

Louis Lundgren Award 
Friday, June 26

Special Awards 
Friday, June 26

Young Architect Awards 
Nomination letter due Friday, April 17 
Submission due Friday, May 1

Learn more about AIA Minnesota 
Awards at http://www.aia-mn.org/
get-involved/aia-minnesota-awards/

NOTE: Award entry forms will be 
available soon. Contact Mary Larkin at 
larkin@aia-mn.org with questions.

Residential Architects Committee     
2015 ARCHITECT OF DISTINCTION AND EMERGING TALENT OF THE YEAR AWARDS
Letters of Nomination due by January 16. Submissions due Wednesday, February 4. 

AIA Minnesota and Midwest Home magazine are seeking candidates for these two awards which 
offer a unique opportunity to highlight an architect’s professional achievement in the area of 
residential design. Nominate a professional colleague or peer or submit an entry yourself. 

Download the Calls for Entry at:

 Architect of Distinction Award
 http://www.aia-mn.org/get-involved/aia-minnesota-awards/architect-distinction-award/
 

 Emerging Talent of the Year Award 
 http://www.aia-mn.org/get-involved/aia-minnesota-awards/residential-architecture-
awards-3/

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
 Homes By Architects Tour:  
  Submissions due Friday, March 13

  http://www.aia-mn.org/events/homes-by-architects-tour/ 

 Home of the Month: 
  Submissions due Friday, March 27 
  http://www.aia-mn.org/get-involved/committees/residential-architecture/home-month/ 

http://www.aia-mn.org/get-involved/aia-minnesota-awards/
http://www.aia-mn.org/get-involved/aia-minnesota-awards/
mailto:larkin%40aia-mn.org?subject=Awards
http://www.aia-mn.org/get-involved/aia-minnesota-awards/architect-distinction-award/
http://www.aia-mn.org/get-involved/aia-minnesota-awards/residential-architecture-awards-3/
http://www.aia-mn.org/get-involved/aia-minnesota-awards/residential-architecture-awards-3/
http://www.aia-mn.org/events/homes-by-architects-tour/
  http://www.aia-mn.org/get-involved/committees/residential-architecture/home-month/ 
http://www.aia.org/renew/index.htm
http://www.aia-mn.org/get-involved/committees/residential-architecture/home-month/


Architecture in the Schools (AIS)
CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS:
Speak with high school students in the Minneapolis public school system about exploring a career in 
architecture. Time commitment is just 1-2 hours. Volunteers needed: 
                March 11  9:15 -  11:30 am 
                March 19  8:00 - 11:00 am  
                April 24 8:45 - 11:00 am  
Contact Angie at mckinley@aia-mn.org if you are interested in helping out.

Emerging Professionals (EPC) 
EPC DRAUGHTING CLUB & NAPKIN SKETCH
Wednesday, January 14, 5:00 - 7:00 pm 
Bauhaus Brew Labs, 1315 Tyler Street NE, Minneapolis  
Join us for a pint and some good conversation! Draughting 
Club is offered on the second Wednesday of each month 
by the Emerging Professionals Committee (EPC). For dates 
and locations of all EPC Draughting Club events, visit http://
www.aia-mn.org/get-involved/committees/emerging-
professionals/emerging-professionals-epc-draughting-club/ 
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COMMITTEE UPDATES

Minnesota Design Team (MDT)
MDT 2015 RETREAT 
Saturday, January 31  
9:00 am - 1:00 pm
Registration begins at 8:45 am 
International Market Square, Ste. 185

All may attend this annual Retreat! It is an excellent introduction to MDT.  We invite you to come 
meet new people and learn about what MDT is all about in a relaxed, fun setting. 

Lunch will be provided to those registering by January 23 at http://www.aia-mn.org/?post_
type=misc-event&p=35682&preview=true

PRESENTATIONS:

Cities in the Third Industrial Revolution, Tom Fisher, Assoc. AIA  
Dean of the College of Design, University of Minnesota
Fracture-critical design has led to a number of recent catastrophic events in our 
infrastructure, politics, and economy, including the I-35W bridge collapse. Fisher 
believes our lifestyles, as designed, are unsustainable as well, pointing out the 
failed foresight in designing systems that are prone to disaster. His warnings 
are a call for resilient and considered design systems that anticipate failure and 
thereby avoid disaster. Fisher is currently working on a book related to this topic.

Rewriting the Rural Narrative Ben Winchester, Rural Sociologist and Research 
Fellow, University of Minnesota Extension, Center for Community Vitality 
Churches, schools, clinics, businesses, and now post offices, are closing their 
doors as small town populations migrate to live in bigger cities. This deficit 
framework dominates how we discuss and envision our rural communities. 
However, the story of rural America since 1970 is rich and diverse, with positive 
trends occurring under the radar. Learn how these important positive changes 
have been occurring across the rural landscape that require us to rewrite the 
narrative of rural community change.

Breakout Groups: After lunch we’ll break into three work groups for some interactive discussion, 
part of which will focus on how we might adapt or improve upon what it is that MDT does.

MDT VISIT TO PROCTOR, MINNESOTA - APRIL 30 - MAY 3
MDT is seeking volunteer architects, landscape architects, planners, 
students, and visionaries for the Proctor, MN Visit. Join fellow MDT 
committee members for an opportunity to be challenged, to make a 
real difference, and to have some fun! Sign up to participate at  
https://www.aia-mn.org/event/mdt-proctor-mn-visit/

27th Annual Lake 
Superior Design Retreat 
FEBRUARY 20-21 IN DULUTH 

Discover the

Lake
Superior
Design 
Retreat

Where

six speakers

Illuminate a corner of their

Design process.

Held each year

on a Friday and Saturday  

at Fitgers in Duluth.

The speakers stay and mingle

giving you a chance to ask the unasked 
questions.

Everyone eats together - 

dinner, breakfast, lunch.

Take tours and workshops and

listen.

It can be magical as

unexpected connections are  
made by chance from

conversations between

a lot of open,

inquiring individuals.

With no theme other than  

design and making things,

no one can predict who will be 
spectacular.

It’s the surprise of unexpected ideas

that keeps bringing people back

year after year.

Make the 27th annual Lake Superior 
Design Retreat a part of your  
New Year’s Resolution!

Registration will be available soon at 
http://www.aia-mn.org/events/lake-
superior-design-retreat/

mailto:mckinley%40aia-mn.org?subject=AIS
http://www.aia-mn.org/get-involved/committees/emerging-professionals/emerging-professionals-epc-draughting-club/
http://www.aia-mn.org/get-involved/committees/emerging-professionals/emerging-professionals-epc-draughting-club/
http://www.aia-mn.org/get-involved/committees/emerging-professionals/emerging-professionals-epc-draughting-club/
http://www.aia-mn.org/?post_type=misc-event&p=35682&preview=true 
http://www.aia-mn.org/?post_type=misc-event&p=35682&preview=true 
https://www.aia-mn.org/event/mdt-proctor-mn-visit/
http://www.aia-mn.org/events/lake-superior-design-retreat/ 
http://www.aia-mn.org/events/lake-superior-design-retreat/
http://www.aia-mn.org/events/lake-superior-design-retreat/
http://www.aia-mn.org/events/lake-superior-design-retreat/
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IDP/ARE COMMITTEE
Intern Development Program (IDP)/ Architect Registration Examination (ARE)

ARE SCHOLARSHIP 
The AIA Minnesota IDP/ARE Committee coordinates awarding a scholarship to an 
AIA Minnesota Associate member for completing and passing all sections of the 
Architect Registration Exam. Test fees currently total $1,470 for all seven sections of 
the 4.0 exam. Applications are due January 30. For details visit ARE Scholarship 
Applications http://www.aia-mn.org/events/continuing-education/are/scholarship/

IDP/ARE OPEN HOUSE 
Tuesday, January 27
4:30 to 6:30 pm
International Market Square, Suite 512

Many changes are in the works impacting the future of the Intern Development Program and the 
Architect Registration Exam. The IDP/ARE Committee would like to bring you all up to date! Attend 
this Open House that begins at 4:30 pm with a presentation at 5:00 pm followed by time for 
questions, answers, and discussion. Refreshments will be provided. Interns, sponsors, and firm 
management are encouraged to attend. RSVP to Deanna Christiansen at Christiansen@aia-mn.org  

CONTINUING EDUCATION
Registration for the following sessions will be 
available three weeks prior to each session 
date at http://www.aia-mn.org/events/
continuing-education/continuing-education-
current-opportunities/

Top Ten Things Architects 
Shouldn’t Do
Attend this program to understand the 
importance of proper detailing primarily for 
exterior envelope design and how construction 
sequencing impacts results.

Date:              Wednesday, January 21

Time:              7:30 am to 9:30 am

Credits:          2.0 LU Hours

Location:       International Market Square,  
       Ste. 185

Specifications - February 
Minnesota Energy Code - March 
Minnesota Fire Code - April 
Ethics - May

A new seminar series beginning in March 

Mastering the Future 
Business of Architecture 
MFBA
A new skills-building series of programs will 
be launched first quarter 2015. The purpose is 
to provide members with soft skills required to 
advocate for and interact with clients and to be 
successful in this changing profession.  Topics 
to be covered include:

• Client Relations – The art and science of 
building a strong, and lasting, relationship 
with your client

• Communication and Presentation 
– Understanding how to effectively 
communicate your message and value to 
your clients and the world

• Contracts and our Responsibilities – 
Building a shared understanding of the value 
of what we deliver

• Value Management – Managing quality, 
schedule, and budget in ways that balance 
the short-term costs against long-term value

• Negotiation – How to say Yes and How to 
say No

•Marketing – Establishing awareness, 
networking, and balancing the value of social 
media as part of a targeted brand identity

This series is being developed as a result of  
our Architects in Commerce Research 
Initiative (2012) and Strategic Practice Task 
Force (2014). Watch for more details to come.

Convention CE Credits on 
AIA Transcripts

Most credits from the Convention have 
now been recorded to AIA member 
transcripts. You may check your 
transcript on the national AIA’s web 
site at http://www.aia.org/education/
index.htm. 

Contact Deanna Christiansen at 
christiansen@aia-mn.org with any 
inaccuracies or concerns.

You may still turn in your Attendance 
Verification Form from the Convention 
if you have not yet done so. Simply 
complete and sign it, and return it to 
Deanna at the email, fax, or address 
below.

To access a copy of the form, visit 
http://www.aia-mn.org/events/
convention/programs/

 
Deanna Christiansen at  
Christiansen@aia-mn.org

Fax 612-338-7981

AIA Minnesota, 275 Market Street, 
Suite 54, Minneapolis, MN  55405

http://www.aia-mn.org/events/continuing-education/are/scholarship/ 
mailto:Christiansen%40aia-mn.org%20%20?subject=IDP/ARE%20Open%20House
http://www.aia-mn.org/events/continuing-education/continuing-education-current-opportunities/ 
http://www.aia-mn.org/events/continuing-education/continuing-education-current-opportunities/ 
http://www.aia-mn.org/events/continuing-education/continuing-education-current-opportunities/ 
http://www.aia.org/education/index.htm
http://www.aia.org/education/index.htm
mailto:christiansen%40aia-mn.org?subject=Convention%20Credit%20question
http://www.aia-mn.org/events/convention/programs/
http://www.aia-mn.org/events/convention/programs/
mailto:Christiansen%40aia-mn.org?subject=Convention%20Credits
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AIA Minnesota Social Media Pages

AIA Minnesota Facebook:    http://www.facebook.com/aiaminnesota 

AIA Minnesota Twitter:  https://twitter.com/aiamn    

AIA Minnesota Pinterest:  http://pinterest.com/aiaminnesota/boards/ 

AIA Minnesota LinkedIn:  http://www.linkedin.com/aiaminnesota

AIA Northern MN Facebook:  http://www.facebook.com/AIANorthernMinnesota

AIA Minneapolis Facebook:    http://www.facebook.com/aiampls  

AIA Saint Paul Facebook:    http://www.facebook.com/AIASaintPaul

Architecture MN 
Advertising 
Opportunities

We are currently working on the 
Mar / April issue featuring the AIA 
Minnesota Honor Awards & Landscape 
Architecture Projects. Ad deadline is 
Jan 9. 

The Directory of Landscape 
Architecture Firms will also be 
included. Late directory listing forms 
due on Jan 9. 

Contact Pam Nelson at nelson@
aia-mn.org for more information or to 
reserve space.

CHAPTER UPDATES

AIA Minneapolis        
AIA Minneapolis President Matt Johnson, AIA   mjohnson@welshco.com 

AIA MINNEAPOLIS LUNCHEON    
AIA Minnesota Honor Awards 
Thursday, January 15, starting at 11:45 am 
International Market Square, Ste. 185 
You are cordially invited to attend the AIA Minneapolis Chapter Luncheon featuring 
presentations from AIA Minnesota’s eight Honor Award recipients. Register to attend by 
Friday, January 9 at http://www.aia-mn.org/event/aia-minneapolis-chapter-luncheon-
jan2015/

AIA Northern Minnesota       
AIA Northern Minnesota President Kevin Holm, AIA,  kevin.holm@lhbcorp.com

WATCH FOR MORE INFORMATION ON 2015 EVENTS!

 

AIA St. Paul        
AIA St. Paul President Sara Guyette, AIA      sguyette@woldae.com

WATCH FOR MORE INFORMATION ON 2015 EVENTS!

http://www.facebook.com/aiaminnesota
https://twitter.com/aiamn
http://pinterest.com/aiaminnesota/boards/
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/AIA-Minnesota-2843936
http://www.facebook.com/aiampls
http://www.facebook.com/AIASaintPaul/
mailto:nelson%40aia-mn.org?subject=Mag%20Advertising
mailto:nelson%40aia-mn.org?subject=Mag%20Advertising
mailto:mjohnson%40welshco.com?subject=
http://www.aia-mn.org/event/aia-minneapolis-chapter-luncheon-jan2015/
http://www.aia-mn.org/event/aia-minneapolis-chapter-luncheon-jan2015/
mailto:kevin.holm%40lhbcorp.com?subject=AIA%20NoMN
mailto:sguyette%40woldae.com?subject=AIA%20St.%20Paul
http://www.aia-mn.org/features/architecture-mn-magazine/advertise/
https://www.facebook.com/aiaminnesota
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Items for the February issue of Matrix are due Wednesday, January 21.
Items for the March issue of Matrix are due Tuesday, February 3. 

Please submit content to Mary Larkin at larkin@aia-mn.org

Make Matrix Your Own

Matrix is published by AIA Minnesota

AIA Minnesota President  
Tim Dufault, AIA    
tdufault@cuningham.com

AIA Minnesota Executive Vice President 
Beverly Hauschild-Baron Hon. AIA, 
hauschild@aia-mn.org

AIA Minnesota Matrix Editor 
Mary Larkin, larkin@aia-mn.org

AIA Minnesota 
275 Market Street, Ste 54 
Minneapolis, MN  55405 
p: 612-338-6763

www.aia-mn.org

PEOPLE & FIRMS
CRW architecture + design group has a new address: 211 11th Avenue NW, Rochester, MN 55901.

HGA Architects and Engineers (HGA) recently 
promoted four Minneapolis team members to 
Vice President including (pictured to the right): 
Nancy Blankfard, AIA, a principal specializing 
in arts, community and higher education work; 
Steve Christoff, AIA, a principal specializing in 
healthcare planning and design; Amy Douma, AIA, a healthcare designer; and Steven Dwyer, AIA, 
a project designer and master planner specializing in arts, community, and higher education work. 
Christine Lahr was hired as a Project Architect in their Rochester office. Also, they have promoted to 
Associate Vice President both Donovan Nelson, AIA, and Mark Zevenbergen, AIA, both to work in 
their Minneapolis office. 

Knutson Construction announces the retirement of Harlan Hallquist on December 
31, 2014. Hallquist retires with 34 years of experience in the construction industry. 
Christine Wiegert, Knutson’s director of business development, will be assuming 
Hallquist’s previous responsibilities with a focus on the Twin Cities and upper Midwest 
markets.

LHB, Inc. hired Chris Bach, Assoc. AIA,  as an Architectural Designer at their 

Minneapolis office within  the Integrated Building Design Group.

MacDonald & Mack Architects has promoted Angela Wolf Scott, AIA, to 
partner and principal.

Christopher Strom Architects announces Second Suite (secondsuite.org), a new offering 
that incorporates recent changes to Minneapolis zoning regulations with custom architectural 
design.

TKDA has hired Wesley Stabs, AIA, at their Duluth office.

Steven B. Edwins, 
AIA, August 31, 1943 
- December 14, 2014 
Surrounded by the 
love of his wife 
and sons, Edwins 
passed away at his home on December 
14, 2014, at the age of 71. He was born 
in Van Nuys, California, and at age 
10 moved with his family to St. Louis 
Park. He received his degree in studio 
art from St. Olaf College in 1965. After 
graduating from Yale, he received a 
Robert F. Kennedy Fellowship and moved 
to Kentucky to continue his work in 
Appalachia. In the fall of 1970, he started 
teaching architecture at the University 
of Kentucky. In 1976, he joined his 
teacher, mentor, and friend, Ed Sövik at 
SMSQ Architects in Northfield, where 
he became principal and then owner. 
Edwin’s passion was church architecture 
and historic preservation. He was a 
founding member of the Northfield 
Heritage Preservation Commission. 
For 25 years, he taught architectural 
design studios as an adjunct professor of 
architecture at St. Olaf College. Survivors 
include his wife of 37 years, Jennifer, 
and two sons, Andrew and Daniel, all of 
Minneapolis.

C. Michael 
Niemeyer, 
AIA 
July 21, 1938 
- December 
16, 2014

C. Michael 
Niemeyer, age 76, of Eden Prairie, passed 
away at his home on December 16, 
2014. Niemeyer was a partner at HGA 
Architects and Engineers (HGA) as an 
architect for most of his career. Known 
for his kindness, generosity, and love 
for his family, he will be greatly missed. 
Survived by his wife of 40 years, Lois, 
daughter, Nora (Jim), and son, Cole 
(Emily).
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