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Volunteers Wanted
Phillip Koski, AlA, AIA Minnesota President

If you are an active AIA member, you will probably remember the
first time you attended a committee meeting or signed up to help
with a program or event. In my case, it was my pal and itinerant
architecture writer, Frank Martin, who insisted | join him at a
monthly meeting of what was then called the “Architecture
Minnesota Magazine Committee.” This was 2001 and | was a
newly minted architect with no understanding what the AlA really
did or how it functioned. Within a couple of months, | was assigned my first article.
(Back then, committee members were frequent contributors to the magazine.)

Ten years later | had penned 70 articles, had chaired the committee for three years,
joined the Committee on Design, served as treasurer and then president of AIA
Minneapolis, sat on the AIA Minnesota Board (two years as secretary), and attended
national conferences, voting on resolutions and bylaws changes at national business
meetings and lobbying Congress.

Ironically, prior to my involvement with the AlA | had never considered myself to be a
“joiner,” assuming my natural inclination was to be the outsider, the non-conformist,
a radical, a rebel. Ah, youth! What I've since learned is that it is not hard at all to get
involved in AlA (or most nonprofit organizations, really). It's as easy as saying

“yes.” | also found that | did not need to park my independent—sometimes
irreverent—thinking at the door. My opinions were not always shared or acted on,
but they’ve always been welcome.

Of all the things your dues pay for—government advocacy, educational programs,
awards and recognition, tours, leadership training, social events—perhaps the most
valuable thing you get with AIA membership is access to volunteer

opportunities. When attending my first summit for AIA component leaders in
Washington, D.C., one of the keynote speakers put it this way (I’'m paraphrasing
here): “Joining the AlIA and then not getting involved in a board or committee is like
going to Disney World and not going on any of the rides.”

Yes, this might challenge what many of us consider to be the definition of “a good
time,” but the deeper truth is that when you join a board or task force or volunteer to
do the work of a committee, you are doing so with like-minded architects and
emerging professionals who share your values and interests. That kind of comradery
is a dwindling commodity in a world of remote work and weakened social institutions
disrupted by COVID and fragmenting social media algorithms.



Whether your passion is debating interpretations of the building code, learning about
new sustainability strategies, or generating a list of potential jurors for the annual
honor awards, these kinds of volunteer activities connect us with each other and
deepen our engagement with the broader architectural profession. Along the way,
volunteering provides side benefits that can accelerate your own growth as a
professional and as an engaged citizen. In my case, it honed my writing and
speaking abilities, taught me how to run an effective meeting, connected me to
people who opened doors to new career opportunities, and made me unafraid to
walk into a congressional office and ask to be heard.

If you are looking for opportunities to volunteer and serve, you can start by checking
out the 20 AIA Minnesota committees and knowledge communities on our retooled
website. Calls to fill leadership positions on the state and local chapter boards are
now out (see below). And there are always chances to help out with upcoming
events, such as STEM day at the Minnesota State Fair (August 27) and the Homes
by Architects Tour (September 19 and 20). If you are already an active member,
consider paying it forward and grabbing one of your less experienced colleagues—
an emerging professional, perhaps—and have them join you at your next AIA
committee or volunteer event. It just may change the course of their career, for good.

CALL TO ACTION
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Celebrate with AIA Minnesota

Wednesday, August 26, 5:30 pm

Room & Board

Register »

Join us at the Room & Board showroom in Edina to celebrate AIA Minnesota
members who have achieved excellence! At our summer celebration event, 2026
recipients of the following honors will be recognized:

 AlA Fellowship

« AIA National design awards

Residential Architect of Distinction Award
Next Gen Award

Young Architect Award

Collaborative Achievement Award

Enjoy refreshments before and after the program and connect with colleagues.
Attendance is free; registration includes a complimentary beverage and a chance to
win a $250 Room & Board gift card.


https://www.aia-mn.org/
https://www.aia-mn.org/
https://www.aia-mn.org/misc-event/summer-awards-celebration-event/

Call for Leaders in 2027

AIA Minnesota is seeking applications for officer and board leadership positions that
will begin January 1, 2027. This is an opportunity to grow your leadership skills,
expand the circle of professionals you work with, and raise your profile in the
community. Serving on the AIA Minnesota Board offers you opportunity to engaged
in key decisions as we model the desired culture of the profession and business
practices that are sustainable, continue to serve the interests of current members, to
shape a profession where all can thrive, make architecture accessible,
understandable, and highly valued, and take bold action to address climate change
—in our organization, in our profession, and in our communities. Application
deadline is September 18. Learn more and apply online »

Open AIA Minnesota Officer/Board Leadership Positions for 2027:

+ President-Elect. A three-year commitment as President-elect, President, and
Past President. Position open to AlA, Associate, or FAIA members in good
standing.

» Treasurer. Position open to AlA, Associate, or FAIA members in good
standing.

Note on Proposed Bylaws Change: The Board is considering a proposed
Bylaws amendment to institute staggered, alternating two-year terms for the
Treasurer and Secretary positions. If approved by the membership at the
annual meeting, the transition plan will establish a two-year term for the
Treasurer (while the Secretary will serve a one-year renewable term).

o Secretary. A one-year term, with the possibility of re-election for a second
term. Position open to AlA, Associate, or FAIA members in good standing.

+ Associate Director A one-year term, with the possibility of re-election for
a second year. Position exclusively open to Associate AIA members in
good standing. If an individual in this role becomes a licensed architect
during their tenure, they are permitted to retain their seat on the Board
for the remainder of their term.

Gold Medal Submissions Due August 28

The AIA Minnesota Gold Medal recognizes one individual or a pair of individuals
(living or deceased) whose work has made lasting contributions to the field of
architecture. The Gold Medal program will accept entries until Friday, August 28, at
12:00 pm. Learn more »

Honor Awards Open House

Thursday, August 6, 4:00 pm

Register »

Is your firm planning to submit a project or two to the 2026 AIA Minnesota Honor
Awards program? If so, please join us for this virtual informational open house.
HDR'’s Isaac Bros, AlA, and Snow Kreilich Architects’ Mary Springer, AlA, will
share their firms’ approaches to creating award-winning entries.

Submissions for the 2026 Honor Awards will open on August 5 and close at 12:00
pm on Friday, September 25. Learn more »



https://www.aia-mn.org/about/board/leadership/
https://www.aia-mn.org/resources/for-architects-designers/awards-programs/gold-medal/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/v3g3dr6CS3SHM4q3a1F1-Q
https://www.aia-mn.org/resources/for-architects-designers/awards-programs/honor-awards/

| HOMES

Homes by Architects Tour

Support your peers in residential architecture and explore the best of home design
on this year’'s Homes by Architects Tour, in person on September 19 and 20 and
virtual on September 19—October 4. Tickets will go on sale August 7! Check out this
year’s homes and participating_firms »

VOLUNTEER FOR THE TOUR
Volunteer as a Greeter for the tour! Learn more and sign up »

SHOWCASE YOUR WORK IN THE TOUR GUIDEBOOK
Place an ad in our guidebook, used by 2,000 attendees, to showcase your services
and products! Learn more and register online before August 14 »

A'26 MN: THE MINNESOTA CONFERENCE ON ARCHITECTURE

A’26 MN Conference

A'26 MN Conference — November 9 - 11

Put these dates on your calendar and plan to attend! Enjoy inspiring keynotes,
important updates and top-notch continuing education as you reconnect with your
community at our annual gathering.

The Conference CE Committee has been meeting weekly to identify and select
continuing education programs that include a keynote presentation each day, tours,
and speakers and panels presenting information on codes, ethics, technology,
sustainability, and practice management and innovative design.

This year, make it easy on yourself and consider staying overnight at The Depot
Renaissance Hotel offering a special discounted rate and providing you with a
luxury convenience.

Registration will open mid-September.

Exhibitor and Sponsor Opportunities

The Exhibit Hall is nearly sold out with over 100 vendors and industry partners
excited to meet you!


https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffcewdbcab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0017CBkvhjfVW7u4bHbfy2jdbqxRYnpOZ51qd7K7FkeBLhHp7G6cn_fH4pocsnvs_5L7UsQ78s012JBRgp5zS1ouxoOr72MymD4QBVKJPRRk968_fiVTYWQGRrTs77T9mG17nzA_h9qQLWXGlYWh5LBFdrTHYT9PtIl3Fa4FnkmYM6FASbbIOu8AwDA13xYxjUEuRXo-HcQRv2biJVBAEa0UH14mJSiCRToXRl6IrqbhdZHxyeamgBC25Jh2rILapZVz23AS3nnahMnIUPxJraDLEOcg9ouNPsTCTqts4xPCso2__qlq4Vu7Qh5TvBHjD8a0HY0yE2jCvKPeyqmURE4ZxDRQR97O-TMG8PH8lrjiDtZnXwEdoR85LOro7KDNhzXER314RZLx-pMob04rQo2d921P35Q3UIFH2Ttk_JRER2yY3PBsVsIUStR9jYSBsYi5NDkCPQSLpxTsBnj385l4teNo5gm1F12m5iunOKlRpYdv7OyshKz3SjjHMFvcrqUPUxFbZnbuUyYfkrGhb3GVa_41mUbR71lkqFwWeaEmcrbXnBcf2mwJZIfqSO5mOxu4ZA3eMiif3TDSk7ZkGtmNm82kFIeVNcThb8L-xvxkygiiABxdajnUw8hhR7xOhv2UN_NBTf4F6x9aej_N0ZplUiUq2p9IrjydHxxnm_ngKQJffwVPYjrlv1hIU0lEJws7krasSwA81JxCSMDI0jAXmQ9WB82EUo2znflD0yh96CjXR41zbBZDSCNk1G5ECFH%26c%3D98lU8ufGRh8psTum7sIS8V6KlR0431ysubTiQeuoT9r4GI_8lZnBNg%3D%3D%26ch%3DCE2sflsrtvfcvJ_Z8aGQk-GKo4iwa_stkF8vi9an_i246detl5twXQ%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Chansen%40aia-mn.org%7Cd3da19cb926847ced7db08ded0a12d8d%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C639177587864053690%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CYTXMJ02NTdam5xDFVWhdI77bSs1zGs71r3paT%2FunIk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffcewdbcab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0017CBkvhjfVW7u4bHbfy2jdbqxRYnpOZ51qd7K7FkeBLhHp7G6cn_fH2HyUC67lCt3yNlcBh4dlB8TWJ3aPBGf3uGA6KONnl5mwivH-8sERNb2X4tr5UFVsQJvfYXuxCZVA861G148_WfXwbDrU1PMPRKfbaiEbDTDZ67TYngAFqKiiSyrPYsouA%3D%3D%26c%3D98lU8ufGRh8psTum7sIS8V6KlR0431ysubTiQeuoT9r4GI_8lZnBNg%3D%3D%26ch%3DCE2sflsrtvfcvJ_Z8aGQk-GKo4iwa_stkF8vi9an_i246detl5twXQ%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Chansen%40aia-mn.org%7Cfac31376151346ce4e2908ded6e84af3%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C639184490341406058%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HWZZPU%2FTShpTQDTIe4bWobAFBAZ%2FXW%2BSL5ukJA%2Fydcc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffcewdbcab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0017CBkvhjfVW7u4bHbfy2jdbqxRYnpOZ51qd7K7FkeBLhHp7G6cn_fH2HyUC67lCt3yNlcBh4dlB8TWJ3aPBGf3uGA6KONnl5mwivH-8sERNb2X4tr5UFVsQJvfYXuxCZVA861G148_WfXwbDrU1PMPRKfbaiEbDTDZ67TYngAFqKiiSyrPYsouA%3D%3D%26c%3D98lU8ufGRh8psTum7sIS8V6KlR0431ysubTiQeuoT9r4GI_8lZnBNg%3D%3D%26ch%3DCE2sflsrtvfcvJ_Z8aGQk-GKo4iwa_stkF8vi9an_i246detl5twXQ%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Chansen%40aia-mn.org%7Cfac31376151346ce4e2908ded6e84af3%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C639184490341406058%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HWZZPU%2FTShpTQDTIe4bWobAFBAZ%2FXW%2BSL5ukJA%2Fydcc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084FADAB2BA4FC1-64963290-2026#/
https://www.aia-mn.org/misc-event/2026-homes-architects-tour-sponsorship/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aia-mn.org%2Fevents%2Fconference%2Fhotel%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chansen%40aia-mn.org%7C8ad721e467bd47511d7608deef3b10ce%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C639211234131444969%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vVlwrEvpuYrzwD3BtfQEM3io1aG3oKauCnHV1JlqCf4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aia-mn.org%2Fevents%2Fconference%2Fhotel%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chansen%40aia-mn.org%7C8ad721e467bd47511d7608deef3b10ce%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C639211234131444969%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vVlwrEvpuYrzwD3BtfQEM3io1aG3oKauCnHV1JlqCf4%3D&reserved=0

Join AIA Minnesota for the single largest annual event in the Midwest for architects,
engineers, contractors, designers, and building industry professionals! A26 MN
Conference returns to Depot Minneapolis November 9-11.

Exhibit and sponsor at this year’s annual conference to showcase your products and
services to AIA Minnesota members. Over 1,000+ attendees will attend to earn
continuing education credits, attend keynote presentations, and network with
exhibitors.

The exhibit hall is almost sold out—join us today! Learn more and register »

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The 2026 ENTER Print Annual Is Out

The 2026 ENTER print annual features an array of in-depth
articles on the challenges and opportunities in shaping a
better built environment for Minnesota. It also includes photo-
rich profiles of notable new buildings, a special section on the
recipients of 2025 AIA Minnesota design awards, and
directories of Minnesota architecture firms and other building-
project consultants.

All AIA Minnesota members were sent a copy in the mail.
Check your office mailroom if you did not receive the
magazine at home. The publication can be purchased online for $18 plus shipping
and handling. For a discount on bulk orders, email editor Chris Hudson.

Unlock Your Next Opportunity with the Job Bank

Whether you're seeking a job or looking to hire new employees, the AIA Minnesota
Job Bank is your FREE connection to talent and opportunities in Minnesota’s
architecture and design community.

Firms & Companies: Start posting your open positions today »

Job Seekers: Begin your search for your next job now »

MINNESOTA ARCHITECTURAL FOUNDATION

MN Architectural Foundation

Share Your Talent for the MAF Celebration!

Join the Minnesota Architectural Foundation this October at Riverplace as we
celebrate Beverly Hauschild-Baron’s legacy and look forward to the next 25 years of
supporting our architectural community. We're seeking final submissions from our
creative community for the BHB Leadership Fund event:

Donate Artwork: We invite architects and designers to donate original artwork to
support the BHB Leadership Fund. Submit a photo and description by
September 1 »

Perform Live: Are you a musician or in an architect/designer-led band? We’d love to
feature your live music at the event. Send us your music genre and group details
by September 1 »



https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffcewdbcab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001y-2flac5Um04Z4ZMY3FtqYBqymkAQX51PmuZOt72ltbeUWERxUtd1_qIdEA9ZLb9UpAabQXRw3ucvc9G2oA-6w4qjJSkoZnY6MsM4Itw8BNLlZ1AE7xkKL1LiVBQEVk9Z1CaXvPq3dYe0YGZASgJTxDJlGzNq3BNPBWzjUxvKkKGRJ-WsaVg6toPkobsbIwpFZr2YtQ_-YY%3D%26c%3D0pwK93ktPv2C_KycuQmcrXtIFF9CtEQuEKZcsRIXw0wecupdPhPn4A%3D%3D%26ch%3Dv9KP3OM_M0prm7QYBAFox9Um9And16VGkSK2v4169GZP2Jo62G2odg%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Chansen%40aia-mn.org%7C1cffaea4c1674952ddb308decd74a435%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C639174098133012528%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=u8csoGrTXONtyY55cKO4ET58e5XE1jUPer49hLjmzrw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.entermn.com/articles/sneak-peek-at-the-2026-enter-print-annual
https://www.aia-mn.org/misc-event/enter-print-annual/
mailto:hudson@aia-mn.org?subject=Purchasing%202024%20ENTER%20Print%20Annual
https://www.aia-mn.org/resources/jobs/job-submission-form/
https://www.aia-mn.org/resources/job-bank/
https://www.aia-mn.org/about/maf/bhb/art_music/
https://www.aia-mn.org/about/maf/bhb/art_music/
https://www.aia-mn.org/about/maf/bhb/art_music/
https://www.aia-mn.org/about/maf/bhb/art_music/

MAF Call for Leadership

The Minnesota Architectural Foundation (MAF) is seeking board leadership positions
that will begin January 1, 2027. AIA, Assoc. AIA members, and non-members are all
eligible. By joining the leadership team, you will be engaged in key decisions as we
continue to implement the Foundation’s strategic direction. Anyone interested in
being considered for an MAF position should submit a letter of interest no later than
Friday, September 18, 2026 to MAF@MinnesotaArchitecturalFoundation.org.

CONTINUING EDUCATION

Continuing Education

AIA MINNESOTA ON-DEMAND WEBINARS

Use AIA Minnesota’s on-demand webinars to help you meet your continuing education
requirements. Eleven on-demand webinars are available and all provide HSW credits, Ethics
content, or both. These webinars are recordings from recent AIA Minnesota Conference
programs, all of which were highly rated. For more details visit, AIA Minnesota On-Demand
Webinars »

LEADERSHIP FORUM

Leadership Forum

The final session for the 2026 Leadership Forum was on July 22. The assignment for this
session was to create a “touchpoint” to serve as a reminder going forward of key learnings, core
values, core purpose, goals, and/or next steps. Each member of the cohort presented their
touchpoint which was followed by group discussion and words of encouragement. The afternoon
concluded with a reception to celebrate their accomplishment, hosted by Alliiance.

Congratulations to this year’s cohort!

« Alex Berger, AlA, HGA

» Benjamin Delwiche, AlA, Kaas
Wilson Architects

» Laura Fernandez, AIA, Cuningham

» Mindy Hart, AIA, EAPC Architects
and Engineers

o Matt Huntress, AlA, LHB

» Aishwarya Karunanidhi, AlA,
NOMA, Allilance

» Scott Klopfer, AIA, RSP Architects

« Ellen Konerza, AlIA, BWBR

o Christina McDaniel, AIA, Anderson
Engineering of Minnesota

« Joe Mollen, AIA, HGA

« Hannah Roth, AIA, RSP Architects

» Rula Shadid, Assoc. AIA, Alliiance

» John Steingraeber, AlIA, Miller
Dunwiddie

o Cole Strombeck, AIA, Perkins+Will

« Kathryn Van Nelson, AlA, Snow
Kreilich Architects

» Kathryn Watson, AIA, Perkins+Will



mailto:MAF@MinnesotaArchitecturalFoundation.org
https://www.aia-mn.org/resources/for-architects-designers/continuing-education/webinars/
https://www.aia-mn.org/resources/for-architects-designers/continuing-education/webinars/

Many thanks to the firms who supported these 17 members of the cohort, and especially to
Alliiance who hosted each of the sessions. Thanks to our speakers, and to this year's advisors,
Anna Pravinata, AlA, and Todd Grover, FAIA.

NATIONAL & LOCAL CHAPTER UPDATES

AIA NATIONAL

AlA 2027 AWARDS NOW ACCEPTING SUBMISSIONS

Get your applications in now for 2027 AIA awards! Submissions are open through August 6 for
the AIA/ACSA Topaz Medallion, the Architecture Firm Award, the Associates Award, the Award
for Excellence in Public Architecture, the Gold Medal, Honorary Membership, the Whitney M.
Young Jr. Award, and the Young Architects Award. Learn more »

DOE ISSUES NEW GUIDANCE FOR HOME ENERGY REBATE PROGRAMS

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) recently issued new guidance for states administering
Home Energy Rebate Programs. The guidance addresses implementation and administration of
rebate funding established through the Inflation Reduction Act.

CRAN SYMPOSIUM REGISTRATION OPEN

September 23-26

San Antonio, TX

The annual CRAN Symposium brings together residential architects and allied professionals
from across the country. The symposium provides opportunities to network, share ideas, and
gain insights into the ever-changing residential markets. Join CRAN for three days of curated
seminars, inspiring home tours, special networking events, and an innovative vendor showcase.
Learn more and register »

AIA Keep your AIA profile current!  Pé2e2

me.aia.org >

Help us tailor your AIA experience to your interests. Your updated information allows us to
provide you with more personalized content and networking connections. Keep your AlA profile
current »

AIA MINNEAPOLIS

GOLF OUTING SUCCESS


https://www.aia.org/design-excellence/awards?status[open]=open
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.hello.aia.org%2F%3Fqs%3DABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4OTh9AAsAAAAAAbHULlCMT1YMR4BbLzp4wtyr5Si8GE7eNDvxlK1_yGod3Fp0UO0ZwFkyMOgbPRArbHC9g3kIH4Eh1LbAKt_TOSupKIfIe4nHZwy4bw&data=05%7C02%7Chansen%40aia-mn.org%7Cab270d422bc9419bcde308dec2fe46b2%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C639162594540914966%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zOH1N7cCujXuLaGNl6i5SpYz9sP%2BnrlhUoKcHuJpntY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.aia.org/community/events/cran-symposium-2026
https://authenticate.aia.org/login?response_type=code&client_id=3457nindkcs4c87786k04h3muf&redirect_uri=https%3A//www.aia.org/login&state=86aaa698d839f4c30003d6d14ccd32a529cb71b7a4ca96c3548898c78a01ff5b&code_challenge=DZlu_NOREmzN-_MPhrE1tLNARHKMRn2Q9Fk_7wDn4Ss&code_challenge_method=S256
https://authenticate.aia.org/login?response_type=code&client_id=3457nindkcs4c87786k04h3muf&redirect_uri=https%3A//www.aia.org/login&state=86aaa698d839f4c30003d6d14ccd32a529cb71b7a4ca96c3548898c78a01ff5b&code_challenge=DZlu_NOREmzN-_MPhrE1tLNARHKMRn2Q9Fk_7wDn4Ss&code_challenge_method=S256
http://me.aia.org/
http://me.aia.org/

Many thanks to the 288 golfers and 50 sponsors who braved the heat on July 27th and
supported this year's AIA Minneapolis Golf Tournament! We raised almost $30,000 to benefit the
Minnesota Architectural Foundation's scholarships and grants. See you next year!

OPEN BOARD POSITIONS IN 2027

Seeking AIA Minneapolis members interested in leadership opportunities at the local chapter!
Members are encouraged to express interest by September 18, 2026. A follow-up call or meeting
with a current leader will be set up to talk about the various opportunities available and your
interest in serving. Share your interest in leadership »

AIANORTHERN MINNESOTA

GOLF OUTING SUCCESS

After rescheduling due to dangerous air quality, the AIA Northern Minnesota community gathered
at Enger Golf Course in Duluth on June 30 for the annual golf tournament! Thank you to all of the
golfers, sponsors, and volunteers who made this year's event one of our best ever! Stay tuned
for photos and the final amount of funds raised for the chapter's architecture scholarships.

CSI EXPO & SUNDEW SUMMER OUTING

Thursday, August 27

Pier B Resort Hotel, Duluth

The event will feature elite construction industry vendors in the exhibit hall from 3:00 pm to 5:00
pm, accompanied by a cash bar and happy hour. Following the trade show at 5:00 pm,
attendees are invited for a scenic boat cruise until 8:30 pm. The expo will also include food,
prizes, and live music. Register »

CALL FOR TOURS!

Have an under-construction or recently completed project you'd like to share with chapter
members? We're looking for project tours! Email board president Melissa Lefebvre, AlA, with
your suggestion.

OPEN BOARD POSITIONS IN 2027

Seeking AIA members interested in leadership opportunities at the local chapter! Members are
encouraged to express interest by September 18, 2026. A follow-up call or meeting with a current
leader will be set up to talk about the various opportunities available and your interest in serving.
Share your interest in leadership »

AIA SAINT PAUL

OPEN BOARD POSITIONS IN 2027

Seeking AlA Saint Paul members interested in leadership opportunities at the local chapter!
Members are encouraged to express interest by September 18, 2026. A follow-up call or meeting
with a current leader will be set up to talk about the various opportunities available and your
interest in serving. Share your interest in leadership »

COMMITTEE AND KNOWLEDGE COMMUNITY UPDATES

ARCHITECT LICENSING ADVISORY COMMITTEE

SUMMER HAPPY HOUR and LIBATIONS + LICENSURE

Wednesday, August 5, 5:00 pm

Earl Giles Distillery

Have questions about licensure, the AXP and AREs? Stuck on an exam/experience category?
Don't know where to start? Join us for our next Libations + Licensure, an informal study, support,
and resource group for architecture licensure candidates. This event will additionally be a happy
hour with the ALA Committee who will bring to the event a broad array of licensure expertise and
plenty of time for Q&A. No RSVP needed. See you there!
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ALA CORE COMPETENCY SESSION 3: FIRM FOUNDATIONS FOR THE ARE PcM + PjM
EXAMS

Tuesday, August 18, 4:00 pm

Virtual via zoom and in person at TKDA

The ALA Committee has scheduled one final Core Competency session for 2026. The topic is
Business and Finances presented by DJ Heinle, AlA, Vice President, Architecture Division for
TKDA. Topics addressed will include profit and loss accounting, invoicing, contracts, all with a
practice management and project management focus. For more details and to register visit
ARE Core Competency #3 »

BUILDING CODES KNOWLEDGE COMMUNITY

Wednesday, August 12, 12:00 pm
Virtual Meeting
Topic: Single Exit Stair Apartment Buildings

COMMITTEE ON DESIGN

Thursday, August 13, 12:00 pm
Virtual Meeting

COMMITTEE ON EQUITY IN THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT (EBE)

COMMITTEE MEETING
Tuesday, August 18, 3:30 pm
Virtual Meeting

COTEIEBE JOINT MEETING: FRAMEWORK FOR DESIGN EXCELLENCE EQUITABLE
COMMUNITIES DISCUSSION

Friday, August 14, 1:00 pm

Riverplace, Suite 238 (AIA Minnesota Office)

Please join AIA MN Equity in the Built Environment (EBE) and Committee on the Environment
(COTE) for an in-person conversation on Friday, August 14 from 1:00-2:00 pm. We will meet in
the new AIA Minnesota offices at Riverplace Main Hall, 43 SE Main Street, Suite 238,
Minneapolis. Our conversation will focus on the Equitable Communities measure of AIA
Framework for Design Excellence—brainstorming ways we can shape and influence the
conversation around environmental justice and equity. RSVP to Sheri Hansen by August 12 if
you plan to attend this meeting.

The EBE Committee organized a tour and talk focused on the
Minneapolis skyway system on July 15. Participants—a mix of
architects, designers, developers, building owners, and skyway
enthusiasts—brought a variety of perspectives to their
observations of equity-related concerns with the skyways. Issues
identified included disparate impacts of poor wayfinding,
orientation toward 9-5 M-F workers but little consideration for
night shift workers or residents, poor sight lines, confusing
functionality of accessibility lifts, and more.

The EBE Committee is now organizing a tour of the St. Paul skyway system in September,
informed by the work of the AIA St. Paul Board of Directors which recently toured the system
themselves. And the committee is planning another Minneapolis skyway tour as part of the AIA
MN Annual Conference November 9—-11.

Watch your email and the AIA Minnesota online events calendar for details!

COMMITTEE ON THE ENVIRONMENT (COTE)
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COTE/EBE JOINT MEETING: FRAMEWORK FOR DESIGN EXCELLENCE EQUITABLE
COMMUNITIES DISCUSSION

Friday, August 14, 1:00 pm (NOTE NEW TIME)

Riverplace, Suite 238 (AIA Minnesota Office)

Please join AIA Minnesota Equity in the Built Environment (EBE) and Committee on the
Environment (COTE) for an in-person conversation on Friday, August 14 from 1:00 —2:00 pm.
We will meet in the new AIA Minnesota offices at Riverplace Main Hall, 43 SE Main Street, Suite
238, Minneapolis. Our conversation will focus on the Equitable Communities measure of AIA
Framework for Design Excellence—brainstorming ways we can shape and influence the
conversation around environmental justice and equity. RSVP to Sheri Hansen by August 12 if
you plan to attend this meeting.

EMERGING PROFESSIONALS COMMITTEE

Meets quarterly in February, May, September, and December on the second Tuesday of the
month, 12:00 pm

Next meeting: Tuesday, September 8, 12:00 pm

Virtual meeting

COUNCIL OF FIRMS KNOWLEDGE COMMUNITY

We will be taking a break in August.

The next meeting will be Monday, September 14, 12:00 pm
Virtual Meeting

ENTER COMMITTEE

Friday, August 28, 12:00 pm
Virtual Meeting

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Tuesday, August 18, 12:00 pm
Virtual Meeting

HEALTH DESIGN KNOWLEDGE COMMUNITY

HAPPY HOUR & PANEL DISCUSSION ON DEMOUNTABLE WALL SYSTEMS
Thursday, September 24, 3:30 pm

Location TBD

Set aside this date to join us for a happy hour and a discussion with panelists including
contractors, owners, demountable wall systems experts. Watch for more details »

HOUSING ADVOCACY COMMITTEE

Wednesday, August 5, 12:00 pm
Virtual Meeting

LAKE SUPERIOR DESIGN RETREAT COMMITTEE

Note new date, time, and in-person meeting!
Thursday, August 20, 4:00 pm
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In-person at Riverplace

MINNESOTA DESIGN TEAM COMMITTEE (MDT)

Wednesday, August 19, 4:30 pm
Virtual Meeting

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS FOR HOUSTON, MN VISIT

We are seeking volunteers for our upcoming community visit to Houston, MN this fall! Scheduled
for September 24-26, this third visit marks an important phase in our ongoing partnership with
the community. If you are interested in contributing your time and talent to this effort, please
complete the online application. Whether you have been part of the Houston project in the past
or are looking to join your first MDT visit, we welcome your perspective. Sign up to volunteer
today »

RESIDENTIAL ARCHITECTURE COMMITTEE

Tuesday, August 4, 12:00
Virtual Meeting

VOLUNTEER FOR THE HOMES BY ARCHITECTS TOUR
Support your peers and contribute to the success of this year's tour! Committee members are
eligible for two volunteer roles:
» Greeter: Stationed at the check-in table at one tour home. Open to the public. Learn
more and sign up »
» Committee Ambassador: Check in with a small group of homes during your shift.
Committee members, AIA Minnesota members, and AIA Minnesota staff only. Learn more
and sigh up »

SAVE THE DATE

Mark your calendar for these upcoming events:
« Wednesday, September 9 — Happy Hour
« Wednesday, December 9 — Happy Hour

CALL FOR BEHIND THE BUILD TOURS

Have a residential project under construction you'd like to share with AIA Minnesota members
and students? Submit it for a CRAN Behind the Build Tour! Contact Ann Mayhew or a
committee co-chair to learn more.

CRAN SYMPOSIUM REGISTRATION OPEN
September 23-26

San Antonio, TX

Learn more and register »

The Residential Architecture Committee is a chapter of AIA CRAN, the Custom Residential
Architects Network. Learn more about CRAN and access its forums and resources »

TECHNOLOGY IN ARCHITECTURE PRACTICE KNOWLEDGE COMMUNITY

The TAP Knowledge Community is reactivating under the leadership of two new co-chairs, Andy
Wise, Assoc. AlA, and Timothy Halvorson. Architects, contractors, educators, lawyers, and
manufacturers are all welcome to join this Knowledge Community. Watch for an announcement
of the first TAP meeting in future issues of Matrix or on the AIA Minnesota website. If you want
to be added to the email list to get notifications, contact Deanna Christiansen, Hon. AIAMN.

WOMEN IN ARCHITECTURE COMMITTEE

Wednesday, August 12, 4:30 pm
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Theodore Wirth Trailhead Cafe
Join us for a summer social gathering at the Trailhead Cafe!

YOUTH IN ARCHITECTURE/ARCHITECTURE IN THE SCHOOLS COMMITTEE

Thursday, August 20, 12:00 pm
Virtual Meeting

PEOPLE & FIRMS

WELCOME OUR NEWEST MEMBERS!

Maverick Almich, Assoc. AIA Jessica Nilles, AIA

Amelia Blackmon, Assoc. AIA Morgan Schofield, Assoc. AlA
Alyssa Clouserm, Assoc. AlA Jonathon Wold, AIA

Clairson Dutra, AlA Danny Xayachack, Assoc. AIA
Caitlyn Fultz, Assoc. AlA

Dharshana Gopalakrishnan, AIA AlA Minnesota Allied Member
Jane Jackson, AIA Owens Corning

Parisa Mokhtari, Assoc. AIA

IN MEMORIAM

A memorial for Kay Lockhart will take place at Rapson Hall Friday, August 14, at
1:00 pm. Light refreshments will be served. No flowers or memorials, only spoken
memories.

AFFILIATED ORGANIZATION NEWS & EVENTS

UMN CE OPPORTUNITY: RESILIENCE BY DESIGN: CLIMATE ADAPTATION FOR THE
BUILT ENVIRONMENT SEPT. 14 »

UMN ONLINE RESOURCES
Visit the College of Design's online calendar for regular updates on activities.

UMN CAREER AND INTERNSHIP RESOURCES
Employers with jobs, internships, or smaller, project-based micro-internships are encouraged to
post opportunities for students and recent grads at careerhelp.umn.edu.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Visit the AIA Minnesota Events Calendar for more information about upcoming events.

AlA Minnesota President
AIA Minnesota Phillip Koski, AIA

AlA Minnesota Executive Vice President
Matrix is published Mary-Margaret Zindren, Hon. AIAMN, CAE
by AIA Minnesota.

AlA Minnesota Matrix Editor

Sheri Hansen

SEPTEMBER Matrix editorial deadline Friday, August 14.
OCTOBER Matrix editorial deadline is Friday, September
18.
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