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Curiosity
by Jennifer Christiaansen, AIA, AIA Minnesota President

Our theme this month is curiosity—which lies at the heart of
our creative profession. 

As architects, we must continually learn and grow—not just to
fulfill CEUs, but to ensure that we are adapting and leading,
delivering safe, sustainable, enduring, and beautiful buildings
for our communities. What better way to expand our
knowledge than by sharing best practices and innovations with
one another in person? 

I encourage you to join us at the AIA Minnesota Conference on Architecture,
November 3–5. This annual gathering is our opportunity to be curious; we will
collectively learn from the brightest thinkers, emerging leaders, and connect with
colleagues and friends. You can register through this link »

I also invite you to consider another dimension of curiosity as architects: civic
curiosity. I believe it is our responsibility to understand our civic process and find
time to engage with downtown councils, community boards, and other civic venues,
which allows us to learn and apply our expertise outside of traditional project
constraints, and in service as volunteer leaders.

Our communities are changing rapidly, and they require architect-led design and
systems thinking rooted in equity, sustainability, and wellbeing. As we look toward
2026, I encourage each of you to volunteer time and consider the role of citizen
architect—to see where your curiosity, skills and talents can positively shape the
future of your own community.

A'25 MN: THE MINNESOTA CONFERENCE ON ARCHITECTURE

https://www.aia-mn.org/registration/
http://me.aia.org
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https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=f4e315b1-cec9-45b7-8721-b8ccccf80dbd


Early Discount Registration Rate Ends October 6
Your AIA Minnesota Conference on Architecture is just around the corner! Don’t miss
this opportunity to connect with your fellow architects, designers, and AEC
collaborators. Get inspired, gain new insights, and build on your knowledge to
deliver the best of what architecture can be!

We're also excited to introduce a new Conference package this year, designed to to
make an immersive Conference experience of greater value.

Registration is now available! Select your courses before they reach capacity. Don't
miss special registrations for tours, luncheons, and the awards celebration. Register
for the entire Conference, or choose a one-day option.

Early reduced rate registration ends October 6; save money by signing up
today! All pre-registration closes October 27.

Register today »

A’25 MN Sponsorship Opportunities
All exhibit booths are sold out but there are still many opportunities to have
exposure at the conference!

Sponsor opportunities include CE programs, tours, keynote speakers, chapter
lunches, and our annual Awards Event! Click here for details and to register for a
sponsorship. View sponsorship opportunities »

CALL TO ACTION

ENTER Event at Room & Board
Wednesday, October 8, 5:30 pm
Register »
 
Join ENTER at the Room & Board showroom in Edina for a design conversation on
landmark midcentury houses. Residential architect Dale Mulfinger, FAIA,
architectural historian Jane King Hession, and architectural photographer Ben
Clasen will share their favorite midcentury Minnesota homes—from period revival to
modern—in a conversation moderated by ENTER editor Chris Hudson. Enjoy
complimentary light bites and beverages and enter for a chance to win a $250 Room
& Board gift card. Register today for this free event (space is limited).

Unlock Your Next Opportunity with the AIA Minnesota Job

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffcewdbcab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001U3CBu7rDQkbC3KP2sJJ9PUGGNGovmY3bJsO9zTt5BmWchZCc1SN5VDtSD-1XMJmSmC-vT6YFJ8aDDUL85sSCWuB-47hHgLW7N-qluWOtlz7tBk7d7FDMblHnYdL1OfcoI0O8thXMZRC_v_dF6wzSfV0WYEXOcAYKDjQS_bCIHg8%3D%26c%3DdmCf7aGPBZKe8J8MEWqMZBhLDmp45NsJsmWH03NkZTjIOExjU4XNUw%3D%3D%26ch%3DFdbjF55ClQHznoOZZx7Mi1XXCjFiZzKbbQ053h-tyq3GIVDeUdW1Ww%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Chansen%40aia-mn.org%7C7fefa26b4a3540b7c6e608ddfad37d58%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C638942508507099886%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vFZU9YiU9Ug0Xp3tmCw%2B8KwkayYb9vPpFuvI1A%2BeI74%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffcewdbcab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001jefWCRSgAuLxocbg_rR1dkEM1eCPhkk3zr_6qIeWvMdZP-3v8nLV_TDazS_nMsVVwsNw5sxpin3HEW1Po8ZuyggUSflIh3abf1Ewp4f_eOZ3iMxobZvIMQfgwv0rSpzkUkrlOpAs61D92px-MF_6FDPKfNdsx5dbe3JT4zaBWRj9vOs7a1A130qQRpwgkrrukG2CqqoCG9Q%3D%26c%3D_OLCXvwinqyuroR-4Vbn7BvvKNh60eXAQXMlZ4tSRPT9KrO9kc1qew%3D%3D%26ch%3D2jPtHnHLMgDCCpLHG2hpDwTY-2bD8gN1BH2ubjadBVo5SHoU_jCRPQ%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Chansen%40aia-mn.org%7Ccd5a2beb5ad14fe4b4c608ddf9ecb28c%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C638941517200871647%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5eklsvhiHfv0GFhGiMiojC%2BEB3AjcrSYqMGshw6GCsk%3D&reserved=0
https://www.roomandboard.com/stores/edina/AIAMN
https://www.roomandboard.com/stores/edina/AIAMN


Bank
Whether you’re seeking a job or looking to hire new employees, the AIA Minnesota
Job Bank is your FREE connection to talent and opportunities in Minnesota’s
architecture and design community. 
Firms & Companies: Start posting your open positions today »
Job Seekers: Begin your search for your next job now »

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Belfry Apartments and Mixed Use Receives 2025 Affordable
Housing Design Award
Congratulations to UrbanWorks Architecture, LLC and Trellis Company, 2025
recipients of the Affordable Housing Design Award. Read the release »

Lake Superior Design Retreat 2026
Mark your calendars: The 2026 Lake Superior Design Retreat will be March 6 & 7
at Zeitgeist in Duluth! Meet two of our speakers:

Jennifer Guthrie, FASLA, is a founding partner of GGN and a Fellow of the
American Society of Landscape Architects. Jennifer's design leadership merges a
guiding, experiential vision with innovative and precise detailing. Her work ranges
broadly, encompassing urban districts of green streets and mixed-use housing,
public squares, rooftop gardens, urban farms, and cultural institutions.
Corresponding examples of these diverse project types include the University of
Washington’s West Campus Streetscape and UW Farm, Chicago’s Lurie Garden at
Millennium Park, and the Seattle Civic Center Campus.

https://www.aia-mn.org/resources/job-bank/job-submission-form/
https://www.aia-mn.org/resources/job-bank/
https://www.aia-mn.org/ahda-25/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aia-mn.org%2Fevents%2Flsdr%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chansen%40aia-mn.org%7Cbec00efc55134e07038c08ddf96b3b3d%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C638940961140728641%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vi9KAMG%2BMT7mDOyhiVUUTcdJa40iWpCl%2FgDFGHKDxOM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ggnltd.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chansen%40aia-mn.org%7Cbec00efc55134e07038c08ddf96b3b3d%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C638940961140746149%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GgWI3DqZObtx5HBzTnORCWPd7VyEBuJKMF2GGVMMrkQ%3D&reserved=0


Suyao Tian is a water-based abstract painter and independent curator based in the
Twin Cities. Her work has been featured in numerous solo and group exhibitions
nationally and internationally, and her paintings are included in the permanent
collections of prestigious museums, institutions, and distinguished collectors, such
as the North Dakota Museum of Art, the Minnesota Museum of American Art, the
University of Minnesota, and Fidelity Investments, among others. In the commercial
art arena, she has collaborated with MSP International Airport and partnered with
leading companies including Target, West Elm, Room & Board, and BOND
International Design Agency.

Click here to join our mailing list and be the first to hear Retreat updates.

Homes by Architects Tour
Thank you to everyone who made this year’s Homes by Architects Tour a
success! Over 1,900 people toured 16 homes in person designed by 15 different
architecture firms on September 27 & 28. A special thank you to the homeowners,
architects and designers, over 100 volunteers, sponsors, and advertisers. 

You can still view the virtual tour! Explore Homes #1 (pictured), #7, and #10 via
3D, interactive tour technology, browse photo galleries, and watch an interview with
Kevin Barden, AIA, one of the architects behind Home #7. The virtual tour
experience is included in all ticket purchases. Go to our homepage to for the access
link and instructions for finding the password. Don’t have a ticket? A low-cost, virtual-
only ticket is still available »

MINNESOTA ARCHITECTURAL FOUNDATION

Announcing the MAF Raffle Prizes! Purchase your Chance!

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.suyaotian.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chansen%40aia-mn.org%7Cbec00efc55134e07038c08ddf96b3b3d%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C638940961140763572%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ybIg4JtJiKXwVnE0F2OrFxrRcvFl6W8Z7rVIwLqMNpo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aia-mn.org%2Fevents%2Flsdr%2Flsdr-mailing-list%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chansen%40aia-mn.org%7Cbec00efc55134e07038c08ddf96b3b3d%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C638940961140956180%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VGeEOQ9LADXxivIypIUPSbX592RGwunQWpumBqqdQp0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.homesbyarchitects.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chansen%40aia-mn.org%7C788a0e2f10df4a6b038208de0045b8ff%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C638948496621007311%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5p3lC%2BOi3tmqqezmYXtDd7GoBe2mAWpRx%2Fm1%2FOAhimo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.homesbyarchitects.org%2Fsponsors-advertisers&data=05%7C02%7Chansen%40aia-mn.org%7C788a0e2f10df4a6b038208de0045b8ff%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C638948496621029036%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FBwSVWgJ4hT0zlOlEFnvvPIMHMiqnfR2FE1tjPPMOTA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.homesbyarchitects.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chansen%40aia-mn.org%7C788a0e2f10df4a6b038208de0045b8ff%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C638948496621045450%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0MCyy0jyiem3VN%2BeZkwGIerwSUcjKlkUqqJKyw2s%2B98%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fhomes-by-architects-tour-2025-tickets-1560279531079%3Faff%3Doddtdtcreator&data=05%7C02%7Chansen%40aia-mn.org%7C788a0e2f10df4a6b038208de0045b8ff%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C638948496621064013%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=esMgV2HqtLuN1194O9JThYLLVDHCY4%2Bg%2BOjZMcalat0%3D&reserved=0


The Minnesota Architectural Foundation (MAF) will once again be selling Raffle
tickets with fantastic prizes. Your purchase of raffle tickets helps MAF invest in
Excellence, Leadership, Discovery, and Equity in the profession of architecture!

We are excited to announce this year’s raffle items:
A Winter Escape! A three-night stay at a stunning Cabinologist's Cabin on the
picturesque shores of Lake Vermilion. This cozy retreat offers a perfect blend of
rustic charm and modern comfort for an unforgettable winter getaway. Donated by
Dale Mulfinger, FAIA. ($1,200 value)
 
Dine Out in Style! Indulge with this incredible prize of six restaurant certificates.
Enjoy unforgettable meals and support local establishments with this fantastic
collection. Donated by Mortenson, McGough, RJM Construction, and Adolfson &
Peterson Construction. ($1,000 value)
 
A Culinary Tour of the Twin Cities! Indulge in a spectacular dining experience
with six restaurant certificates at some of the area's top eateries. Donated by
Mortenson, McGough, RJM Construction, and Adolfson & Peterson
Construction. ($1,000 value)
 
An Unforgettable Night on the Town! Treat yourself to an evening with our Dinner
& Theatre Package. The prize includes a $400 voucher for a show at the world-
renowned Guthrie Theater and a $250 dinner gift card. Donated by Schuler Shook
and Watson-Forsberg. ($650 value)
 
Sip and Savor a Curated Wine Collection! Elevate your wine collection with a
selected collection of wines curated by Minnesota Fellows. Donated by Minnesota
FAIA members, this is perfect for a special occasion or to simply enjoy a quiet
evening in. ($300 value)
 
Explore the World of Whiskey! This exclusive Whiskey Tasting Kit is perfect for
both connoisseurs and curious beginners. It features a selection of whiskeys and
everything you need for an immersive tasting experience. Donated by Steven Wolf,
AIA. ($350 value)
 
Unleash Your Inner Designer! Get ready for hours of creative fun with a high-
value Lego Kit. This isn't just a toy; it's a chance to build and innovate, perfect for
aspiring designers of all ages. Donated by BKBM Engineering. ($300 value)
 
Experience the Game Like Never Before! Cheer on the Minnesota Twins from a
spectacular vantage point with two tickets in the Dugout section. Feel the



excitement of the game up close—an unforgettable experience for any baseball fan!
Donated by Barb and Jim Thomson. ($184 value)
 
Lunch with a Legend! Enjoy an exclusive, one-of-a-kind opportunity: lunch with
Beverly Hauschild-Baron, Hon. AIA. This is a chance to catch up and have a
unique conversation with an influential leader of AIA Minnesota. Donated by
MAF. ($150 value)

Raffle tickets are $20 each and can be purchased from any MAF board member or
at A’25 MN Conference on Architecture.

CONTINUING EDUCATION

AIA MINNESOTA ON-DEMAND WEBINARS NOW AVAILABLE
Make use of AIA Minnesota on-demand webinars to gain new knowledge and
apply the credits to meet your CE requirements. 

Demystifying Decarbonization 1.25 HSW LUs
What Would You Do? Navigating the Intersection of Building Codes and
Ethics 1.5 HSW LUs and Ethics
Ethics in Public Interest Design 2.0 LUs and Ethics
Means of Egress: A General Introduction 1.5 HSW LUs
Do Designers Know Best? Fighting for the Design Solutions We Believe
In 1.25 LUs and Ethics
Local Lessons from the COTE Top Ten 1.5 HSW LUs
(Sustainable) Design is in the Details 1.5 HSW LUs
The Ethics of Ableism 2.0 HSW LUs and Ethics
Ethics: Designing/Constructing Public Projects through an Equity
Lens 2.0 LUs and Ethics 
Code Provisions for Mixed Occupancies 1.5 HSW LU
Ethical Design in the Era of Climate Change 2.0 HSW LUs and Ethics

Questions? Contact Deanna Christiansen.

LEADERSHIP FORUM

Applications Now Available
We are now planning and looking forward to year 17 of the AIA Minnesota
Leadership Forum! The Leadership Forum develops and fosters leadership skills of
mid-career members of AIA Minnesota and MSP NOMA. The content of the
curriculum provides insight and tools for growth in the areas of leadership styles,
values, self-awareness, intercultural leadership, communication, motivation, and
engagement.

Eligibility requirements are:

https://www.aia-mn.org/events/continuing-education/continuing-education-current-opportunities/
https://www.aia-mn.org/misc-event/demyst-decarb/
https://www.aia-mn.org/misc-event/bldgcodes-ethics/
https://www.aia-mn.org/misc-event/ethics-public-interest-webinar/
https://www.aia-mn.org/misc-event/egress/
https://www.aia-mn.org/misc-event/do-designers-know/
https://www.aia-mn.org/misc-event/cote-top-10/
https://www.aia-mn.org/misc-event/sustainable-design-details-webinar/
https://www.aia-mn.org/misc-event/ethicsableism/
https://www.aia-mn.org/misc-event/ethics-public-projects/
https://www.aia-mn.org/misc-event/code-mixed-occupancies/
https://www.aia-mn.org/misc-event/ethics-climate-change/
mailto:christiansen@aia-mn.org


Candidates must be an AIA Minnesota or MSP NOMA member
License is not required
​Minimum of 10 years' industry experience is required

2026 Application »

Applications due - November 14, 2025
Cohort selection announced - December 4, 2025
Tuition is $800 (scholarships and payment plans available)

Visit the Leadership Forum website »
Questions? Contact Deanna Christiansen.

NATIONAL & LOCAL CHAPTER UPDATES

AIA NATIONAL

AIA AWARDS OPEN FOR SUBMISSIONS
Several important AIA awards and recognitions programs are accepting applications in October
and November.

Applications for Fellowship and Honorary Fellowship are due October 8.

Additional programs accepting submissions: Architecture Award, COTE Top 10, Education
Facility Design Award, Healthcare Design Award, Housing Award, Interior Architecture Award,
Justice Facility Award, Regional & Urban Design Award, 25 Year Award, and Small project
Award. All programs have a submission due date of November 13.

Learn more about open AIA awards programs »

AIA ADVOCACY: FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN, H1-B VISA FEES
The AIA federal affairs team is tracking the impacts of today's federal government shutdown.
You can learn more on the potential impacts and get updates from AIA »

Additionally, the Trump Administration added a $100,000 fee to enter the H1-B visa lottery
program, which significantly impacts the design industry.

The AIA federal affairs team is advocating against this move and may reach out o ask you to
contact your members of Congress to urge them to act on these and other issues in the coming
weeks. Please watch your inbox and act quickly on any requests from the federal team that you
receive.

NEW REPORTS AVAILABLE FROM AIA
The 2025 AIA Compensation & Benefits Report was released on September 30. A printed copy is
available at the AIA Minnesota office. Please contact Amber Allardyce to schedule a time to
view the report.

The AIA Small Firm Compensation & Benefits Report, customized for sole practitioners and very
small firms with no more than three licensed architects, will be released in January 2026.

Help AIA tailor your experience to your interests. Your updated information allows AIA to provide
you with more personalized content and networking connections. Keep your AIA profile
current »

https://aia-mn.awardsplatform.com/
https://www.aia-mn.org/events/leadership-forum/
mailto:christiansen@aia-mn.org
https://www.aia.org/awards-faq
https://www.aia.org/government-shutdown-what-does-it-mean-architects
mailto:allardyce@aia-mn.org
http://me.aia.org/


AIA MINNEAPOLIS

The hoped for Minneapolis Mayoral Candidate Forum through a partnership of various
organizations related to the built environment has not materialized – at least not yet. With the
unusual developments related to the party endorsement process and increased political violence
and threats, it seems that the number of campaign events and transparency around campaign
staffing is much different than when AIA Minneapolis hosted a candidate forum eight years ago.
It is possible that an online forum may come together sometime in October; if it does, we will
reach out to members via email and social media. ​

​ANNUAL MEETING & LUNCH
Monday, November 3, 12:00 pm
Session M13 during the A’25 MN Conference on Architecture
Join fellow AIA Minneapolis members for a lively and engaging session at the A'25 MN
Conference! Connect with fellow members. Cast your vote for new chapter leadership and shape
the future of AIA Minneapolis. Learn about the chapter's accomplishments and plans for the
upcoming year. Test your knowledge of architecture, design, and local landmarks in a friendly
trivia competition. Don't miss this opportunity for fun, networking, and professional development.
 
If you are registering for A’25 MN Conference, be sure to add Event M13 to your selections or
register for the AIA Minneapolis Annual Meeting as a stand-alone event .

AIA NORTHERN MINNESOTA

ZENITH DULUTH CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL ADAPTIVE REUSE + HISTORIC
PRESERVATION
Friday, October 3, 3:00 pm
1.5 AIA HSW LUs
This field course examines the adaptive reuse of Duluth’s Historic Old Central High School
(1892) into Zenith DCHS, a 160,000-SF, 122-unit apartment community. Reception to follow
hosted by AWH Architects in conjunction with Doors Open Duluth. Learn more and register »

ANNUAL MEETING & LUNCH
Monday, November 3, 12:00 pm
Session M15 during the A’25 MN Conference on Architecture
AIA Northern Chapter members are invited to gather for a casual and fun networking lunch
during the A’25 MN Conference! An opportunity to connect with fellow members, socialize, and
enjoy some delicious food. There is a nominal cost of $10 for this event and AIA Northern
Minnesota chapter will cover the remaining cost of lunch. 
 
If you are registering for A’25 MN Conference, be sure to add Event M15 to your selections or
register for the AIA Northern Minnesota Annual Meeting as a stand-alone event .

AIA ST. PAUL

ROCHESTER AREA VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR CAREER FAIR 
The Rochester Area Chamber of Commerce is hosting a STEAM Summit where more than 3,000
middle and high school students participate in interactive, hands-on activities. The AIA MN
Architecture in the Schools Committee is seeking volunteers to take on shifts for this event;
activities support will be provided by the Committee in advance of the event.

The STEAM Summit will be held Tuesday Nov 18, 7:00 am - 3:00 pm at the RCTC Regional
Sports Center in Rochester. 

To learn more or to sign up, contact Mary-Margaret Zindren.

ANNUAL MEETING & LUNCH
Monday, November 3, 12:00 pm
Session M14 during the A’25 MN Conference on Architecture
AIA St. Paul members are invited to attend our annual meeting and lunch! Join members for an

https://www.aia-mn.org/registration/
https://www.aia-mn.org/misc-event/a25-select-event/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aia-mn.org%2Fevent%2Fzenith-duluth-central-high-school-adaptive-reuse-historic-preservation%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chansen%40aia-mn.org%7Cbec00efc55134e07038c08ddf96b3b3d%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C638940961140975962%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uiZSkVjlIu8v3UbT5JI4%2BYvOx2Ucvxm4SEYGMFaX4qE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.aia-mn.org/registration/
https://www.aia-mn.org/misc-event/a25-select-event/
mailto:zindren@aia-mn.org


engaging session at the A'24 MN Conference! Connect with fellow members. Cast your vote for
new chapter leadership and shape the future of AIA St. Paul. Learn about the chapter's
accomplishments, financial status, and plans for the upcoming year. Celebrate the success of the
AIA St. Paul chapter and look forward to the year ahead.

If you are registering for A’25 MN Conference, be sure to add Event M14 to your selections or
register for the AIA St. Paul Annual Meeting as a stand-alone event .

COMMITTEE AND KNOWLEDGE COMMUNITY UPDATES

ARCHITECT LICENSING ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Sign up for this A'25 MN Conference program!
W48. ARE 101: Personal Experiences From Start to Finish

ARCHITECTURE IN THE SCHOOLS COMMITTEE

Thursday, October 16, 12:00 pm
Virtual Meeting
Now is a great time to get involved in the committee or to let us know you’d like to volunteer for a
K-12 outreach event! We have several activities planned for the coming months – participation in
CreativeCon, the development of a new event in partnership with the Girl Scouts, and potentially
a career fair in Rochester. Reach out to Mary-Margaret Zindren to learn more.

ROCHESTER AREA VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR CAREER FAIR 
The Rochester Area Chamber of Commerce is hosting a STEAM Summit where more than 3,000
middle and high school students participate in interactive, hands-on activities. The AIA MN
Architecture in the Schools Committee is seeking volunteers to take on shifts for this event;
activities support will be provided by the Committee in advance of the event.

The STEAM Summit will be held Tuesday Nov 18, 7:00 am - 3:00 pm at the RCTC Regional
Sports Center in Rochester. 

To learn more or to sign up, contact Mary-Margaret Zindren.

BUILDING CODES KNOWLEDGE COMMUNITY

Wednesday, October 8, 12:00 pm
Virtual Meeting
Topic: Calculating and Using Occupant Loads

Sign up for this A'25 MN Conference program!
M17. Code Provisions for Toilet Room Design for All Persons 

COMMITTEE ON DESIGN

Thursday, October 9, 12:00 pm
Virtual Meeting

Sign up for these A'25 MN Conference programs!
M04. 2+2: Design for Integration 
M07. Keynote: Honor Awards Jurors Show Their Work 
M21. Awards Celebration & Reception 
T24. COTE Top Ten 2025 - Stanley Center for Peace & Security 

COMMITTEE ON EQUITY IN THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT (EBE)

https://www.aia-mn.org/registration/
https://www.aia-mn.org/misc-event/a25-select-event/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88957238248?pwd=3ez54BFHHOZK7gH31GisArh6QCb8oD.1
mailto:zindren@aia-mn.org
mailto:zindren@aia-mn.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwsc-2qpjosHdeh3fMC_GOe708Lm1QRNzbC#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMldeurqTItHNdlPBRWRT4JVHoPlOp7tVYi


Tuesday, October 21, 3:30 pm
Virtual Meeting
Join our next meeting as we plan activities for 2026.

Sign up to attend this A'25 MN Conference program!
W47. Beyond the Building Scale: Growing your Influence through Civic Leadership 

COMMITTEE ON THE ENVIRONMENT (COTE)

Friday, October 10 12:00 pm
Virtual Meeting
Jacob Deva Racusin of Builders for Climate Action will introduce BEAM (Building Emissions
Accounting for Materials), a tool that helps architects, designers, and builders measure and
reduce the embodied carbon of their projects. Embodied carbon from materials is one of the
largest and most immediate sources of emissions in the built environment, and design decisions
made early in the process can have a lasting impact. In this session, Jacob will provide an
overview of BEAM and demonstrate how it can be applied in design workflows to support
climate-aligned decision making and help practitioners meet emerging climate targets.

Sign up for these A'25 MN Conference programs!
M03. Applying the AIA Framework for Design Excellence in Everyday Practice 
M11. Networking with Women in Architecture 
T24. COTE Top Ten 2025 - Stanley Center for Peace & Security 

COUNCIL OF FIRMS KNOWLEDGE COMMUNITY

Monday, October 13, 12:00 pm
Virtual Meeting
Topic of discussion. What are firms planning for in 2026?

Sign up for this A'25 MN Conference program!
T39. Career Mapping: Navigating Professional Growth  

 

EMERGING PROFESSIONALS COMMITTEE

Tuesday, October 14, 12:00 pm (meetings are held quarterly) 
Virtual Meeting

ENTER COMMITTEE

Friday, October 24, 12:00 pm
Virtual Meeting

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Tuesday, October 14, 12:00 pm
Virtual Meeting

HEALTH DESIGN KNOWLEDGE COMMUNITY

The Health Design Knowledge Community is Reengaging!
We are hosting a virtual Exploratory Meeting to brainstorm ideas. Bring your thoughts, questions,
and visions. We are excited to reconnect and reimagine together.

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwtdemurDgrHNIloNq5gVXqx9D63tDdWo4A
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIld-moqT8tGdXtyWZQpSp0dkZRdeZSIAZp
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMlcuGurT8iHdM6PvvAPjpT9eqo2pS7etAz#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEpduutrTooE9xd6HmIHR1aI9OzZD0IoEDc
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89757549377?pwd=jRHgsBpNJtPOhBwt9wRT3Sa9mfmqSn.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0pcu6qpzIiH91g13LfO4ZI2a9bNg9qmhvL


Thursday, October 9, 12:00 pm
Virtual Meeting

Please also take 2-5 minutes to complete this BRIEF SURVEY. Your responses will help us
shape future programming, determine the most beneficial topics, and identify the best timing and
format for our gatherings.

HOUSING ADVOCACY COMMITTEE

NO MEETING IN NOVEMBER

Please attend A'25 MN: the Minnesota Conference on Architecture, taking place that day!

LAKE SUPERIOR DESIGN RETREAT COMMITTEE

Monday, October 20, 11:30 am
Virtual Meeting

Mark your calendars! The 2026 Lake Superior Design Retreat will be on March 6-7.

MINNESOTA DESIGN TEAM COMMITTEE (MDT)

Wednesday, October 15, 4:30 pm
Virtual Meeting

RESIDENTIAL ARCHITECTURE COMMITTEE

Tuesday, October 7, 12:00 pm
Virtual Meeting

Did you know our Residential Architecture Committee is a chapter of AIA CRAN, the Custom
Residential Architects Network? Learn more about CRAN and access its forums and
resources »

CRAN Behind the Build Tour
Friday, October 17, 12:00 pm
Join the Residential Architecture Committee (a chapter of CRAN)  for a CRAN Build the Build
tour of an under-construction Medina home designed by Rehkamp Larson Architects and built
by Nor-son Custom Builders, with interior design by O’Hara Interiors. Lunch will be provided,
sponsored by Pella. Registration is $25/person, or $5 for students and emerging
professionals. Space is limited! Register »
 
Homes by Architects Tour Recap
Thank you to everyone who made this year’s Homes by Architects Tour a success, including
the architecture firms, sponsors, homeowners, and over 100 volunteers! Over 1,900 people
toured the 16 homes across the Twin Cities metro area over the weekend.
 
The virtual tour experience runs through October 12! Log on and explore Homes #1, #7, and
#10 via Matterport software, and see photo galleries of the other homes. Didn’t attend over the
weekend? There’s still a low-cost virtual-only ticket available »

WOMEN IN ARCHITECTURE COMMITTEE

Wednesday, October 15, 12:00 pm
Virtual Meeting

Sign up for these A'25 MN Conference programs!

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/imHcUeqIRp6ZkmAelPXpVw
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sv/OW7kW0S/HDKCSurvey2025?source_id=c066be50-b578-4fa4-aee8-54089f5e3431&source_type=em&c=BiEWY9jVFvRmQX4iwpQv75bmefZxRphLCpyoNuWA9eqn6FPAjbkWKw==&source_id=f4e315b1-cec9-45b7-8721-b8ccccf80dbd&source_type=em&c=
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/R_NMW8ClTr2PcHoqrqtyzg#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0kcuyurzkqHdJ1ZhJKa2gC2UMYdlx5BVk0#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMldeurqTItHNdlPBRWRT4JVHoPlOp7tVYi
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunityhub.aia.org%2Fcommunities%2Fcommunity-home%3FCommunityKey%3Dc5a83d9e-234d-413b-a018-37500279f15a&data=05%7C02%7Chansen%40aia-mn.org%7C2f3dbf9fa5734e2d716c08ddb0381900%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C638860477169888453%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yKLudO7Dg9IYkG53FMbLK1itSB%2FAnFQqXXPbhJtDqKk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frehkamplarson.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chansen%40aia-mn.org%7C788a0e2f10df4a6b038208de0045b8ff%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C638948496621118274%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A%2FDKMFT2rsIvyzupi%2FVRLOVB78SlFsPY%2F47lLJNbVxM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnor-soncustombuilders.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chansen%40aia-mn.org%7C788a0e2f10df4a6b038208de0045b8ff%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C638948496621135314%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5kd9BbBChdHrUgu%2FEClBUjZWFSoW87xUFNRp4mSMP3k%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foharainteriors.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chansen%40aia-mn.org%7C788a0e2f10df4a6b038208de0045b8ff%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C638948496621154036%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=f8nJJAiHhbp7Hcd307klSXMD06DQRL8663%2ByMceoCVM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pella.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chansen%40aia-mn.org%7C788a0e2f10df4a6b038208de0045b8ff%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C638948496621170623%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gUA0fuUvBhygygcVTHyhvbuMjU%2BUVwf7vpyllprJ73k%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aia-mn.org%2Fevent%2Fcran-behind-the-build-oct-2025%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chansen%40aia-mn.org%7C788a0e2f10df4a6b038208de0045b8ff%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C638948496621187057%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TPZx54eFw%2BUHfQhj%2FB1MaxRG9TDzmpfGz7lXeUMlNOs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.homesbyarchitects.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chansen%40aia-mn.org%7C788a0e2f10df4a6b038208de0045b8ff%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C638948496621203492%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AUt5cS3RK9lkLeRt8K2kJSRbmcrrdF0vPVy5gOSCbgY%3D&reserved=0
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https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0vd-6opzsqGNW70T5bPUuvFt6-6f5KVC8R#/registration


M03. Applying the AIA Framework for Design Excellence in Everyday Practice 
M11. Networking with Women in Architecture 
W60. The FAIA Legacy Project: New Documentaries 

PEOPLE & FIRMS

Congratulations to Rehkamp Larson Architects, named to the Forbes Top Residential
Architects in America 2025. View the list »

Congratulations to the eight firms named in the Forbes Best-in-State Residential Architects 2025
list: Alchemy Architects, CityDeskStudio, PKA Architecture, PLAAD, Rehkamp Larson
Architects, Roehr Schmitt Architecture + Interiors, SALA Architects, and Snow Kreilich
Architects. View the list »

Lee Tollefson, FAIA, is retiring after 55 years of shaping communities through design. There will
be a celebration of Lee’s retirement on November 6, 2025 in conjunction with the Architecture
Advantage 20 year anniversary celebration.  Please click here for more information and to
RSVP »

WELCOME OUR NEWEST MEMBERS!

Beth Averill, Assoc. AIA
Ian Carroll, Assoc. AIA
Margaret FitzPatrick, Assoc. AIA
Brendan Gannon, Assoc. AIA
Angelina German, Assoc. AIA
Emily Hall, Assoc. AIA
Michael Hegna, AIA

Ethan Meisler, Assoc. AIA
Abi Nelson, Assoc. AIA
Marco Tadros, AIA
Tyler Voigt, Assoc. AIA
Heather Willy, Assoc. AIA
Joshua Ziehwein, AIA

IN MEMORIAM

Richard DeLapp, AIA, passed away in August 2025.  View the obituary »

AFFILIATED ORGANIZATION NEWS & EVENTS

13th INTERNATIONAL HEMP BUILDING SYMPOSIUM OCTOBER 3-5 »

UMN KUSSKE LECTURE: BRUCE MAU & BISI WILLIAMS NOVEMBER 10 »

CONSTRUCTION TALENT ACQUISITION CONFERENCE NOVEMBER 11-12 »
Hosted by Project Build MN, this event is designed for people who are passionate about
recruiting and retaining skilled talent. 

NATIONAL ALLIANCE OF PRESERVATION COMMISSIONS (NAPC) CALL FOR
SUBMISSIONS ​
​Minneapolis is hosting the National Alliance of Preservation Commissions (NAPC) FORUM
Conference on July 22-26, 2026. The theme is Preservation Currents. This conference focuses
on the needs and challenges of local historic preservation commissions (HPCs). It also gives the
city and its residents a chance to share our history. Have a preservation success story or lesson
learned you think others could benefit from? Submit your session proposal by October 6,
2025 »

MINNESOTA SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS (MnSPE) CALL FOR CONTINUING
EDUCATION PROPOSALS
MnSPE is now accepting applications for the 2025-2026 continuing education season. We invite
you to contribute to the professional development of engineers throughout Minnesota. MnSPE
offers programs to both members and the broader professional engineering community, featuring

https://www.forbes.com/lists/top-architects/
https://www.forbes.com/lists/architects-best-in-state/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/architecture-advantage-20th-year-celebration-tickets-1545211742919?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://obituaries.startribune.com/obituary/richard-delapp-1093072180
https://internationalhempbuilding.org/13th-international-hemp-building-symposium-registration/
https://kdi.umn.edu/events/2025-kusske-lecture-dialogue-bruce-mau-bisi-williams
https://projectbuildmn.org/events/
https://projectbuildmn.org/events/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zhss5nP80Mr_eCsy3AqKz6LCw0wPFyI1/view


a wide range of topics such as project case studies, technical advancements, business
development, leadership, ethics, and more. Project and site tours are always valued as part of
our offerings, and we welcome hands-on learning opportunities. Learn more »

UMN ONLINE RESOURCES
Visit the College of Design's online calendar for regular updates on activities.

UMN CAREER AND INTERNSHIP RESOURCES
Employers with jobs, internships, or smaller, project-based micro-internships are encouraged to
post opportunities for students and recent grads at careerhelp.umn.edu. 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Visit the AIA Minnesota Events Calendar for more information about upcoming events.
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