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Legend:
A. Orientation/Events Plaza		  F. USS Mpls Mast 		  1. Refectory Dining			   6. Prep Kitchen				   11. Loading Dock/Trash

B. Wetland Lake Edge			   G. Bike Share Racks		  2. Grab N’Go Counter			   7. Dry Storage				    12. Main Mechanical / Water Storage

C. Wild Rice Field			   H. WWI Monument		  3. Public Restrooms			   8. Lockers				    13. Main Electrical

D. History Walk with Story Poles	 I. PV Array			   4. Kitchen				    9. Janitor				    14. Office Suite

E Fishing Pier/Promontory		  J. Dog Park (Location will Vary)	 5. Service Kitchen			   10. Kitchen Manager
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Pavilion Floor Plan: At Lake’s Edge

History Walk & Story Poles
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Anishanaabe - Dakota - Ojibwe - French   
Western Europeans - Westward Settlers - 
Scandinavians - Hmong - Somali
The history of  Minneapolis, and of  Bde Maka Ska, is woven through 
the stories of  many people who have traversed these lands and these 
waters. In a pluralist society, no one story is more true or more valuable 
than another. Dakota cosmology refers to Etu, the personification 
of  time; this proposal uses Etu as a springpoint for design: a place 
of  many paths, many choices, many uses, many stories. Getting to 
know this place requires you to move: up, down, over, across, and 
through, a journey that can be shared, crossed, and remembered. 

The sloping site allows the building to be sunk into the ground so the 
gateway to Bde Maka Ska is a 2.5 degree sloped, planted roof  sprinkled 
with story poles: colorful installations with stories of  the people and 
cultures who have contributed to this land. The story poles draw on the 
vibrant, electic nature of  the Uptown area, with an adjacent orientation 
space with maps and event plaza of  colored concrete. Land and sky are 
framed by the cantilevered roof, while cutouts in the boardwalk and 
in the roof  allow for views up and down to the water and to the sky.  
A wetlands edge restores the lake, while a wild rice field serves as 
demonstration, ecological management, and a source for the kitchen. The 
facility can be used year-round, with restrooms that can be separated 
and kept open, and a dining area that opens to outdoor seating.

The building’s gestures honor the land, the water, the earth, and the sky.	
	

History Walk Roof  Plan: At Street Grade

View to Pavilion & Lake Bde Maka Ska Looking South


